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The weak and fragmented relationship between agricultural research, extension, and education
functions being carried out under different leadership with minimal structural and functional
relationships in Nepal. Limited evidence is available to describe this relationship which is
responsible for rudimentary agricultural innovation systems. Functional agricultural research
extension and education relationships are more important at the local government level, where
linkage and integration are operationalized to implement the agricultural service delivery function.
So, the study of agricultural service delivery with reference to linkage and integration at the local
government level is being considered important after the federalization of agriculture in Nepal. In
this context, a study was designed and conducted to study this relationship. The research assessed
the agricultural research extension and educational institutional linkage with reference to
promotion of the agriculture innovation system. The research also studied the perception of
stakeholders with reference to higher agricultural education and the community engagement to
promote agricultural service delivery at the local government level. The research is grounded on
pragmatist philosophy, abductive reasoning and quantitative and qualitative information
integration. An explanatory sequential design of mixed methods research was applied. Data were
collected in two phases. In the quantitative phase, two cross-sectional opinion surveys were
conducted. First, a survey was devised to explore the factors responsible for linkage and
integration. The second survey was conducted to explore the factors of agricultural service
delivery. Exploratory factor analysis was conducted in both surveys. In the qualitative phase,
qualitative tools and techniques: focus group discussions, key informant interviews, participatory
interactive workshops, and participant observations were devised based on the primary
information obtained through the quantitative phase. The information was then merged with five
merging purposes: triangulation, complementarity, development, initiation, and expansion. The
four factors responsible for linkage and integration were extracted: psycho-personnel, internal to
the organization, enabling policy environment, and external to the organization. The three key
factors found influencing in agriculture service delivery: service delivery practices, municipal
capacity, and service delivery structures were detected. The findings showed that the higher
agriculture education institutions were found devoid in connecting functional and structural
relationships with research, extension and the community. The respondents overwhelmingly
agreed on the engagement of higher agricultural education institution in technology transfer, policy
processes, and capacity building to link and integrate these institutions. The study confirms the
absence of linkage and integration structures and thus the need for multi-stakeholder community
agriculture innovation platforms at the local government. The research recommends the four
mechanisms: community agriculture extension service centers, farming system research and
extension centers, community learning centers, and multi-stakeholder agri-business platforms.



With reference to the intergovernmental linkage and integration, the study emphasizes the need
for the application of coexistence, cooperation, and collaboration principles. The study also

recommends nine points agricultural service delivery framework to assess, map and implement the
linkage and integration at the local government level.
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