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Editorial Note

With some effort and lots of patience, the VIIth and VIIIth Joint issue
of Nepalese Culture is in the hand of the readers. Despite financial constraints
ourt hopes to keep it fairly regular remain. We also hope that Ne-HCA
circles will oblige us in the future by providing good, research articles.
Lack of articles has been our main problem to keep Nepalese Culture on the

hands of the readers on a regular basis.

As in the past, our effort here has been to give spacss toa variety of
areas pertaining to Nepalese history and culture. Socio economic history has
been one major focus but spaces have also been allowed to people, festivals
and other aspzcts of Nzpali society. Also, we have tried to give more spaces
for book review. We plan to keep up with this also,

We thank all the contributors for their cooperation and hope to
receive such support in the futute as well. Many thanks go the staff of the

Mitra Chhapakhana, Bangemuda Kathmandu for bringiag out this issue on
time.
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Nepalese Culture Vols, VII - VIII

Animal Husbandry in Late
Medieval Nepal

—Peshal Dahal

Animal husbandry has been an important occupation of the peopl= sinLe Very lang.
In the very early stages of Aryan civilization cattle formed the pnincipal property of the
people. At that stage of culture even agriculture was not properly known. In course of time,
together with the gradual development of agriculture, animal husbandry was also properiy
poarsu.d and developed. In Nepal, from very early times this has  been taken as one of the
midin resources which had to bear a major part of taxation imancicnt times, Some of the
Lichchhsvi inscriptions clearly indicate the economic imporlance of animal husbandary.
Among the three important taxes of the period Bhega tax was imposed o catie bre:zding,t
tue other two Shage and Kara being connected with agriculiure and trade respectively.

In the medieval period we have many references to animal husbandry. It was consi-
dered an important source of wealth of both the people and the stute. in medieval period
animal husbandry was so popular that besides the tradnional cattle breeders, other groups

of people were also engaged in it. One document of Nala® notes that even Brahmanas and

1 Dhanvajra Vajracharya, Lichehhavikulia Abhilexh, Kathmandu: ONAS T. U; 2udu, FP.

92, 97, 514, .
2 Nayaraj Pant, et d, Sri & Prithvinsravan Shal ko Upadesh, Lalitpur; Jagadamba

Prakashan, ND, P, 18]

(1]
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Ksntriyas were engaged in this pursuit.? Land was granted by the kings,* and any one who
ereated any difficulty for such grams, wus subjected 1o punishment. The important medieval
towns, such as Dolakhn, Nuwakot, Kictipur, Pharping s also the three cen'ral towns (Ka-
thmandu, Patan and Bhaktapur) were famous cenitren fur animal husbandry. The economic
value o animals at ali times iy chielly for ploughing, trunsport, foud hides, ivory, born,
bone, ete. Brondy sneaking we cun divide them  ioto dumestic und wild snimals. In our
period, the main domestic animals were cows, bulTalocs, sheep, yaks, pigs, horses, goat,
geess, hen ete. Besides these, a few people raiscd hogs, rabbits and diffarent wild tirds too.

Cows were kept mainly for their milk. Hale or Gua group of people were supposed
to be the tradi-ional catile breedirs and milk-vendors in medieval Nepal, speciaily in
Kathmandu valley. But the government also participated in this activity. There were many
cow-sh-de of pwernment in Nuwakot.® While passing from Belkot Kirkpatrick was struck

by the gyod appearance of the cows® which shows that they were of a good bread.

The ¢ w had become a spreinlly sacred animal in cur period as #s attested in our
literature and epigraphs. As pointed out by the Italian Missionari, every house in medieval
society had a cow as a mark of devotion 7 Moreever, for  the sake of religious merit. the
king would often make a gift of a2 milch cow and a bull, apparently te some religious body
¢rto a Brahman The cow was worshipped »s the goddess of wealth., Ona Tihar, the cow
received special religious attention. The cow was alio believed to help the d=ad entzr heaven
by npening 1he doar with its horns. Hence the Brahman was offered a she - calf when a man

3 Althoush the ancient law — givers, Manu and Kamandaka, state that when the lord
created cattle, he mude them over to Vaisya, butin practice cattle .farming was not
exclusively [ollowed by any particular section of the people, for all the agricultural
population had to depend on catile fur culuvation, for dairy produce and transport.
Appendix No. |
Dhanvajra Vajracharya and Tek Bdr. shrestha, Nuwakotko Aitihasik Ruprekha, Kath-
mandu: CNAS, T. U, 2032, P. 96

6 W. Kirkpatrick, An Account of the kingdom of Nepal, Delhi: Asian publication service,
1975, PP, 95—6

7 CL D.R. Regmi, Medieval Nepal part 11, Calcutta: Firma K. L. Mukhopadhyaya,
1965, P, 538 : '

[2]
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was on his death - bed. Cow-dung and cow's urine were used by the people for the ritual
purification of the house and individual. Maming cows was. punished by imprisonment for
life while other acts of voilence to cows were punishable with imprisonment or fines, Killing
s cow wus one of the Panchaparadha for which the punishment in the period was death.*
In A. D 1729 king Jagajjsva Malla on receiving report about such a crime, immediately
sent a commission to examine the case. He ordered the commission bring the criminal with
his total property to the palace, if the report was found 1o be true.?

The medieval people of Kathmandu valley were known to be great consumers of aai-
mal flesh; and animal sacrifice was the core of their ceremonial and religious life, S0 many
animals were kept for this purpose. The medieval people used to take the flesh of buffaloes,
Thus, buffaloes were kept both for milk and meat. Since very carly times people and the
government both were keenly Interested in buffals breeding ** In medieval period there

were many buffalo-sheds of the government in different purts of the country.1t

Male buffaloes were used for meat. In Dorga puja, hundreds of male buffaloes were
sacrificed to the goddess Taleju and even more were slaughtered in the marriage ceremony

of a king or a crown-prince. The buffalo-breeder had to bear some share of taxarion, 2
The buffaloes were also given to the Brahmanas in gifi.1?

The Himalayan region of Nepal then, as now, contained extensive pastures for sheep
and yak husbandry, and was therefure famous for its wool and dairy products. Yaks were-

reqularly shorn and their long coarse hair, as well a8 the soft wool, was used for weaving

blankets. The Himalayan people also  ased to eat the meat of yak. Besides these, yak and
] ;

cross-breeds served as the principal means of transport in trans-Himalayan trade. In the

medieval period, the pzople of this area kept numerous flock of sheep in the lower mounta-

8 Ibid P. 538

9 Dhanvajra Vajracharya and Tek Bdr. Shrestha, Dolakhako Aitihasik Ruprekha, Kath-
mandu: CNAS, 2031, P 48

10 Vajracharya. op. eit. (f.n. 1) P. 3.8

11 Vajracharya and Shrestha, op. cit. (f. 0. 5) p. 97

12 Vajracharya and Shrestha, op. cit. (f. n.9) p. 55 ¥ ;

13 Mohan prasad Khanal, Chamgu Narayanka Aitihasik Samagri, Kathmandu: CNAS .
T. U. 2040, p. 317

(3]
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ins and valleys in winter and in the alplne reglons in summer and wove wool into cloth. !
Although some foreign writers have reported that wool manufsciuring was ‘inconsiderable”
and Ciosigmificant in quality®, " it s noleworihy that Nepal was famous fur woaollen
products from very carly times 's Tlicre was considerable trade in woollen blankets in the
ancient period for which the first reference is found in Ka utilya‘s Arthasasira (fourth century
B. C.)a

Sheep were kept for their meat and also as the means of carriage. They carried with
case over the craggy mountains, a load fourty five Ib in an average.'*

Horse breeding was also common since very long ™ The carc bestowed up oo a
proper maintenances of horses is clear from the great attention paid to copying and presar-
ving the manuscripts on horse busbandry.® The rulers and noblemen were specially
interested in horses. The Malla kings were 50 keen about having good borses that they
made demands for horses even from Tibet, ! They received many horses in presentatlion, too.
One such presentation of 1038 horses by the king of Udayapur to king Jayaprakash Malla of
Kathmandu was captured by the Gorkha army.® Horses were also exported to Iodia which
was subject o taxation,™ The price of a horse was very high, ranging between Rs, 50/ -
and 95/~ whereas' the maximum price of a slave was not more than Rs. 16/-.7* The horse
was used as cavalry, for drawing chariots and for huatiog.

14 F. Hamilton, 4dn Account of the Kingdem of Nepal Edinburgh: Archibeld Constable ana
co. 1819, p. 73
15 Kirkpatirck op, cit. ([. n. §) p. 134

16 Vajracharya, ep. cti. (f. n. 1) p. 310
17 R. K. Mukharjee, Chandra Gupta Maurya and his times p. 211

18 Kirkpatrick op. cit. ([. n 6) p. 134
19 The inscription of Ganadeva dated A. D. 620 notes the export of horses, Cf. Vajra-
charya and Shrestha, op. cir (f, 0. 5) ins. no, L.

20 Numerous manuscripts on - Asvapalana (horse breeding) of the medieval period are
preserved in National Archieves and National Library of Nepal.

21 Vajracharya and Shrestha, op. cit. (f. n. 9)'p. 54

2@ Pant, op. cit. (f, n. 2) p. 407

23 Vajracharys and Shrestha op. cit. (f. n. 9) p. 143

24 fbid p. 54

[4] .
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In medieval HI’."PH' h'il'lﬂ?a t gl thllhf men tnmed 'ﬂ']'ﬂpllﬂﬁll. Elﬂph-lﬂ-t-“' lormed an
impartant part of the army in ancient wnd medieval times and were also comsidered the

most gflﬂﬂ aml BOIBCOUs menns l.lrl.:l'l-n'l.ru_‘,'u.“gu and rransit The di’mﬂnd, th refore. for thess

majestic animals was universal ond os it could not be reared like other animuls that have
been domesticated the art of its decaying and calching had become an industry In Medi-val

HE‘PI]I. Hiﬂiﬁ and “'l:['l.“h‘!p' mcn gl el 'I'lhun[_q, l-l.llu:r as PFEIEI‘I!HH M o

by operating Kheda
(bunt for catching) in the dense forests of Terai,

the sonthern outpost of Nepal. A gold

plate inscription of Bhaktapur palace eaurtyard speaks of king Bhupatirdra Mulls's Kheda
operation in A. D, 1712,

in the company of Maniksen of Machwanpur .2 In A D 1696,
king Bhupalendra Malla of K

nmandu and the queen-mother Riddhi Lyxmi went on an
cxpadition to cateh elephants and brodght three clephants with them ** Eicphunis were
caught by snares or nooses thrown over their necks by a Mahoot  seated on a decoy eleph-

ant. The rope being immediately drawn, the end of it was secured round g tree, from which
It was easy to conceive that they after broke loose and were net unfrequently strangled in
their struggles.®” It was not an easy task to catch an elephant from the densc forest, and
bence was supposed to be a brave deed. King Bhaskara Malla of Kantipur bore the title
Svavikramo Parjita Varanakara Samudbhuia Gajendrapati®™ which literally m=ans one wha

had sat on the king of elephants conquered by his own prowess. He bears the title of
Guajapati in some inscriptions.®s

Elephants were given to Brahmanas in gift. This was supposed to be a great lEliEinuar

donation, King Jitamirra Malla of Bhaktapur bore the titles Brahmanasarkriamatia Gojendra
and Patrasarkria Gajendra as he awarded elsphants to the priests and courtiers 30

Many manuscripts on elephant husbandary are preserved in different libraries and
archaives of MNepal.

—25 Dhanvajra Vajracharya, et al, (ed), Frihas Samrodhan ko Praman Frameya Lalitpue;
Jagadamba Prakasan, p. 176

26 Ramiji Tewari- * Bhupalendra Malla®® Pwrnima no 3 (2021) P. 40
27 Kirkpatrick, op. cit (f n. 6) P. 18 -

28  Regmi, op. cit (I.n. 7) p. 1TI :
20 Moban prasad kbanal, Abhilekiha Sankalan p. 5
30 Sankarman Rajvansi- **Mahendra sighko Tamrapatra®* Purnima no. 2 (2021} p 58

[ 5]
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Guats and pigs were raised for thelr mear. Male were sacrificed to the goddess
Tﬁlﬂjl-l..“ The PIEE. in mndgm ﬂmua- re ‘“ppnl_gd io bo pnclean and their ﬂtllh F-I:ll'k.. is
taken only by the untouchable pcople, but we huve one record of medieval period which

says that Brahmunas were also ofered pork either In meal or in gift.*®

Duck, hen, pigeon ete. wers also raised for their meat. Donkeys were tamed for
carriage. ° Snme peopte tamed wild boars, rcbbits, deers, himalayan dogs and different

Wi birds such ag wild-cock, parrot, maina. pheasant, dove and hawk etc. which all were
exported outsides. The aboriginal hunters and fishermen who bad no Jand to cultivate and
f ATls to pursue, solely depended upon their despised trade for their livelyhood. Soms=times
they would catch the animals and birds alive with the help of net trap or hook and sell
them alive in the market and sometimes they killed and sold them for flesh, skin, bones,
fratbers erc,

In this way amimal husbandry had an imporiant place in the economy of the coun-

iry as was the main occupation of a large number of people.

31 Samsodhan maodal, Abhilekha Sankalan part 7 p 29

32 Dharapau, Preserved in National Archives of Nepal, no. 2255 (5)

33 Dbhanvajra Vajracharya and Gyanmani Mepal, Jaya Ratnakar Natak, kathmandu! Nepa
Sansiritic Purisad, 2014 p. 10

Appendix 1
Stone inscription, near the Svsyambhynath Masingal area.
9. & gy 1 o = FAITT AT 47 WV 5159
3. Faorg s wafa o Wimar demda a7 g9
3, WA §95F 419 ARIAT FIUAT AT
¥, 4@ ) 7 859 Farg oo fzfiar 9390 7
Y. wa gfgag o darars dwifa & qq

Le]
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Nepalese Culture Vols. VII - VIII

The Economic Value of Children’s Work and
Assignment of Chores and Responsibilities
to Children in Newar families

—Prem Hhatry
1. Introduétion @

This article disccusses the role of children in family economy and responsibilities
given them as.part of their early socialization in sex roles. Two Newar communities, Dolkha
and Bungmati, were the bases for the collection of data duringrithe research: One rural apd
the other semirural in the sense that it regularly rl:c;::‘iwrd supi:;nrl. from the urban economy
and is physically located few kilometers outside the capital cities of Katbmandu and Patan.
But in terms of the role of culture in socialization of children, stage of culture Change
and continuity, among other aspects of traditional ways of life, both communities stood

on almost equal level and provided bases for generalizatlon.

I1. Discussion:

Moni Nag states, “While the emotional rewards of having children may be assumed
to provide the main motivation for parents in the industrial societies, the economic value of
children may be assumed to provide a strong motivation for parents in peasant socicties?.”
In a rural Nepali village they found that the cconomicvalue of rural children was sigoificant

for parents. Children contributed to family economy considerably from as utly A% Six.

1 Moni Nag er al. “*An Anthropological Approach to the -Study of the Economic Value of
Children of Java and Nepal." Current Anthropology, Vol. 19 (2). -pp-

293-306.

(71
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Except for one age group (6-8), pirls scored higher than boys In all age group, in all 1ypes
of work in terms of the percentage of totel work inpuis. On the other hand, boys (6-15)

e u )
years spent 7 to 13% of their total work time it school, whereas gitls spent only 237 of it.

prA

In "".lh“ words, in the rural scttings, Nepalese children are economically important to their

fumily, and girls gpend more time doing various choros than boys of similar age groups,

Munroe and Munrac! and Pradhan® state that ducing early childhood boys perform more
chores than girls but their work input drops grodoally compared to giils as they grow up.

Newar parents, especially in the lowsr scale of the cconomic strata consider child-

ren's labor economically vital, So less children attend school. The data presented in table

below came from the sample familics of both sides: Dalakba and Bungmati.

Table - |
School — age Child Population
Dolakha Bungmati
Total
Class M LM L M LM L MFT
Sex m f m [ m [ m f m [ m T
At School 8 - 3 12 - 4 T =0 6-2 -3 2=-0. = 394+14
" out 0-0 Y- k=3 [ 0=0 6-2 2-2 = I0+6
49420
Table - 2
Pop. Breakdown on the Basis of Sex
Dolakha Bungmati
m § Total m f Total
At School 22 (92)*  9(82) = 31 (89) 17(68)— 5 (36) = 22 (B3)
Out 2 (8) 2(18) =4 (1D B (32— 4 (44) = 12 (33
25 (100)— 9 (100) = 34 (100)

24 (100) 11 (100) = 35 (100)
* The figurein parcnthesis refer to column percentage.

2 Ruth Munroc and Robert L. Munroe, 1984, «Household Density and Holding of
wThe Journal of Secial Psychology, Vol 122, pp. 135-136.
en of Bilu, In Status of Wamen in Napal, Vol. 11,

Infunts in Samoa and Nepal.
3 Bina, Pradhan, 1981, The Mewar Wom
(Field Studies pt. 6), Kathmandu: CEDA, T. U.

(8]
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These two tables indicate the fallowifg:

a) In both the sites, all the school age
children from the midd)e

cluss are attending elementary schools;  b) In Dolakha, most of

. \dren were earolied whateis most children from the same class in
Bungmati remained oyt of school; ©) For both the sites the num
much lower

the lower middie class ehi

ber of female children is
than boys. It.is the general trend In both the

communitics as the'research and
observation showed, As

the children complete elementary  school, lower middle and law
class parents begin 10 pull them out of school, S0

in our sample, there were 28 mile and 18
female children above ten, Of them,

sixteen had attended elementary ar high schodl and two'

wenl to college (eight from Bungmati ten from Dulakha). Twentyeight children culd not
EO lo school at all,

When a child 11 & small family sithation reaches five or six, several minar” ;é;pﬂﬂ,}'.
bilites such as sibling care, hou se-sitting, and other simple kichen chores are given him/
her. Sibling care includes carrying, protecting, feeding, cleaning and playing with the
charge. In such families, older children afe the only Carsitakeis Tor e younsisonis fa
our sample, 55 (37%) children were taking care gl'_ma_-i{- youoger siblings. Cnsidering the
number of the children not attending school (16 ar 11%) at least 39 diﬁ' Sf{} G Tt
dren seem to b: providing care for their younger siblings. Thirty seven parents inferviewed
said they were satisfied with the youngster's childcare capability s only four said lh!:;r were
oot satisfied because of their small age and Erh‘rﬂ:al -i_l'lﬂ.billlits but :ﬂd. not have other
alternatives because they were working. Parents seemad more satisfied with girls’ childeare
j‘irlurh' They thought girls did the job more skillfully than boys, girls were responsbile and
im;r;. dépa}:dat':fu also, 'Fur most parcals across all socio-economic classes, school and hous-
chold chores must not conflict: One cannot upset the other. The schoal chlid hias s
balance responsibalities both at school and at home as he grows to assume both, H.igsesitt-
ing and simple Kitchen chores were relatively easier for bath sexes and both did them we i,
according to the informants. In many cases small children did dll the three simulia neously
during the parens” absence.

During the interview, parents wefe prisented with a list of cummon chores
children in the rural setting of Nepal grﬁw up doing They were asked to assign the age at
which they wuuldr eapzct their children to start F"“"“"“'I'i"'l 'i_Mm- The diffurent  ages E“'“‘ '
by the informants across both sites arc averaged in round ﬁgl.il'ﬂi and presented in the fol ow-

ing table for all three ccopomic classes:

9 ]
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Table - 3
Parents’ Economic Class and Children’s Chnrﬁ

Classes | chores Middle L. Middle Lower
Wash [ bath 5 6 6
Wash clothes 9 ] 4
Cook food 10 B 10
Clean house ] 7
Care siblinga 7 7
Keep shop 0 0 0
Begin school 5 6 T
Bring fodder 10 10 ?
Plough field 13 13 12
Do labor work 16 13 12
Good spcaking skill 6 6 6
Help neighbor 10 1 12

No clear and significant pattern was vislble in these responses of parents across
different classes in the age and class breakdown. But a clearer pattern did emergs when
amother variable, sex, was added as shown in the following table, The data presentsd in
this table came from the interview and supplementary observation of children’s work In the
given situation,

Tabls - 4
Children’s Chores Per Child | week | hrs

A. Dolakha
Age groups 5 -1 8§ — 10
Sex m [ m [ Total
Sample 1 3 10 =10 31
[10]
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Chore Categories

1. Sibling / Housesltting 6.8 10 12 14.2
2 Kitchen help 3 5 4 10
3, Animal Care 6 6 10 i
4., Farm work P e 4 -
5. Errands 2.6 o 4.4 3

Total hrs

B. Bungmati
Age groups § -7 8 — 1)
Sex m f m f Totl
Sample 1 — 13 16 — 10 30
Chore Categories
1. Sibling Care 4 [ 10 14.5
2. Kitchen help 2 2 4 3%
3. Animal Care —_— —_— i [
. Farm work — — 6.5 3

5. Errands 3 3 4 3

Total hrs

It should be mentioned here briefly that middle class children do some errands and
light chores In addition to attending school. The lower middle class and the lower class
children took up more housshold chores earlier than the middle class children of similar age.
During the interview, nine late childhood ﬁimlrm indicated that th_-ﬂj" would like 1o take up
the family lr;ll!;t besides going to school or joining ‘jagir® (thisterm m““hf . Ffmllrﬂl
job was most consistently used by the children of Dolakha). The researcher’s explanation

for such (pointed) responses is that most young boys after high sheool education leave the

town temporarily in search of jagir and visit Kathmandu, or cities in India. They thus play

role model for the growing and maturing youngsters. |
for example, these in large, middle class families did few minor

While some children, ~
all. So the total number of work and school age

chores, some did not do any chores at
children does not appear in the table.

[11]
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the children even helore the age of five chores such

Although some chores are glven .
children leas than five ycars of age. In

as animal care and l'nrm work are rately given Lo ¢ ;
Dolakha, girls did mun: huuwlmhl chores and less Tarm and animal chores lh-lFI- uyi o

the same age group l-.m the total gmount of work wos almost the same for hath !E1=!+ even
quite young hoys in Dalakha hl:lﬂ] enpaged In animal cure. In anEmﬂ“ girls of late
childhood nge contribute more than boys in sibling care and  housesitting, kitchen work and
animal care. Hoys similar age were often observed to be in schoul of at play. Also, increas-
ing number of late childhood gils in Bungmatl are now employed by corpet industry."

Parents s=¢ it as fun to have small amount of m iney al their costs yet are upaware of the

possible health damage the labor may incur te these girls later.
IIl Conclusion B ,: j , ; .
This research Tormed parl of the Tesearcher’s major research on childhood socializa-
tion of Newar childrea of Dolakha and Bungmati. Employment of small children to various
economic activities formed bne of thé' basic patts of socfalization process in these two
communities. Attention wad thus given (o see across three classes: middle, lower middle and
lower, the pittern of assignmient of different chores to children of various age groups of
both sexes. It was found that "~ distributién’of time at the child's disposal tor dufferent 1ypes-
of chores was influenced by the following factors: the class, the size of the family, the sex of
the child, and age of the child. In other words, several middle clasé children grew 1o be ten.
or twelve without doing many chores done by their lower class counterparts, 2) In large
fﬂfﬂ"r iitﬂﬂf-iﬂn children grew by learning only few basic chores and spent minimum time on
lhﬂlﬂ per dd.}'. 3) There was also sexual division in work pattern: glrh did more coores then
bﬂfi nf sam: Bge group and gave more Juh uusl"a:tmn to parenls, &) Certain all age
cmrd'ren quallli d and were entrusted as well. Finally, the data also supported Moni Nag
et .r;-' s:ammunl thu economic 'I."I-;l:l-‘slll}r of children is one mn_‘q}r factor in the economic
sﬂl:fi.]lizltmﬂ nf l:hlldn:n in various household chores. This i |u fact is the reasun why a large
num‘barr:c.-f.schﬂ:-hge children de not attend school in Nepul in general and rural MNepal in
pam:ufir Dn: can oaly expect that the trend will be gnr:n a drl‘f:r:m turn wh:n hul.h
formal and Informal education programs pu:.’a:ng:s are reaclied the villige Nepal as part of
thé Bacic Needs hatiansl propram. ' ' i

5 Prem’K Khilry, 1984, ““Children in Culture: ﬂﬂm ‘Smﬂy of Bungmnu," Nepﬂkﬂ
Culture, Vol. 1V, pp. 8=16. v i ; !
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Nepalese Culture, Vols, VII - VIII

British Insistance on Castes and Bir
Shamsher’s Dilemma

—Purushottam Banshkota

The Mepalese highlanders, whom the westerners affectionately call Garkha«, met the
mighty British sdversaries in battleficlds of the farwestern sector during the Anglo-Nepal
war of 1814-16, Both sides fought bravely and with dignity which created an attitude of
mutual respect, for neither of them had previously battled against soch & tencous and form-
idable enemy When the Nepalese were compelled to surrender io 1815, the British could
hardly wait to ealist these tremendous fighting young men into their own army. Thus started
a system of recruiting Nepalese citizens in the British army which, with few alterativn, stili
exists. The system, however, had to pass through many ups and downs which often resulted
from the occasional shifts and fluctuations in the policies of the British and the Nepalae
governments. Since all of the factors affecting such changes in the policies cannot be descr- .
ibed in a limited space, this paper, therefore, tries to acquaiot and apprise the problems
created by the British policy of enlisting Gurkha recruits from the particular castes between
the recruiting seasons 1885-86.

Till 1850 the British did not envince much interest in augmenting the strangih of the
initinl Gorkha battalions, for they still d ubted Gorkhas' loyalty However, Goarkhas”
gallantry during Baharatpur’s seize (1825-26) and bravery in the 1'|J-¢¢E.Sli'ih:l Anglo-Sikh
wars dispelled such doubt. The recruitment of Nepulese in their army, thercfore, Lecame
ooe of the cardinal features of the British policy from 1840s onward Ths outc.umes of the
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Indian revolt of 1857-58 fusther reinforced their balief that the Gorkhas were immune from
the religious bigatry, subversive propagands and class prejudices.s They wanted 1o enlist
larger numbzr of Gorkhas ns a saftey valve against any threat from the homogeneals Hindw

sepoys. They, however, discouraged the Nepalese governments sending recrults belongiog
to Brahmin and Kshatriya castes, for they were considercd as conservative and devout

Hindus.® British demand for Garkha resruits from the particular caste groups remained
unfulfilled 1ill Ranodip Singh Rana's assasination in 1885,

Fortunately for the HBritish the situation changed i'm- the better the muq:r.tt Bir
Sammsher assumed F'n:mi:rnhlip of Mepal, Bir needed British support to thwart any threat
from Jang Bahadur's retatives. Elmilﬂ:l;r. the Britizh rgqulrcrln;n! of larger oumber of
Gorkha recruits for ensuing Afgan War could never have been  fulfiled without  Bir Sham-
sher’s support. Such circumstances ¢ mg-nIIrd both the governments to cooperate each other
to fuifil their Inrg:r political interests. In return for Brstish recognition of bis regime, Bir
Shamsher started sending thousand of Mepalese youths from different caste and commu-
nities to recruiting depots in Gorakhpur and Darjeeling for enlistment. These recruits not
only included Gurung and Magar castes which the British gave top priority but also * Khas',
«Kiratis’ and ‘Brahmin’ castes whom they considered 'not fit for enlistment®.*

In spite of Bir's sincere effort to send more recruits from Gurung and Mag:g castes
h= could not olease the British. They pressurised him to provide ‘first class men, of whom
seventy five percent must be Gurung and magar® * British dislike of the recruits I:-r.:lnngmg

to other than Guruog and Magar castes can be gauged from the following letter sent by the
recruiting officer to British Resident in Nepal:

| Purushottam Prasad Banskota, **The Recruitment of the Gorkhas in the British Army’”
Department of Histary, - Delhi University, Delhi, 1981, (Unpublished ph. D, Disserta -
tion). pp. 17-88. :

2 Ibid

3 Mid i _ N 2o

4 History of the Gorkba Rifles, File Mo. 4357, Serial No, 205, (Nepal Residency Recordes,

National Archives of India)

Captain Mercer, on special Recruiticg duty 4th Gorkhas to Resident, 8 April 1886, No.

252, Ibid.
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Please don't send any more of the
following, ns 1 have enlisted too many
alrendy, and don't want any more

Khuttries

Adhikarl Chettries
Taure i ("
Tewari "

ey B I s

In fact the fewer Chettries of all sorts

the better.* _

Toe other caste to whose enlistment the British nhjﬁul:d before the twentienth century

were Rais and Limbus collectively addressed as ‘Kiratis’.? The Kiratis were not objected

because of their religious belief but because of their stubborn qualities. The Kiratis

ware ‘qudrrelsome, hottempered and indisciplined’, and the British regarded them as

*Badmashis’.® They thought them ‘uncontended’ and ‘unmanagable’ and therefore disliked

their enlistment in British Gurkha Battallions. Unlike Kshatgiyas and Kiratis, the-recruits

belonging to Magar and Gurung castes were, samenable, happy and contended’, Besides,

they were not *bigot’ and bence considersd *fit for enlistment”.® The British mll.itqr_f.r aunthori-

ties therefore pressurised Bir Shamsher from different cha noels to send recruits exclusively
from the Magar and Gurong castes.

Bir -Eh':'n:'tshnr, Iil;ll-l.lgh sipcere, fuiled to please the British authorities. Neither

the displeasure of the British not the unpopularity of his rule among, the people. . would

have guard his throne.  Bir Soamsher feared that excessive pressurc on the. pq:_ti_m!_nr
castes for enlistment may be considered as deliberate atiempt of the Durbar to expel men
belonging to thesc castes from the country 1? Throughout the recruiting seasons of 1885-86,
therefore, the British neither could amend the casteist policy nor copld Bir Shamsher. fulfil
the British desire for a larger number of tun;_qits fru_n; the parti:utur castes. The problems
:merﬁiné out of the British insistance on castes therefore remained largly unsolved and put

Bir in g dilemma.

2uli Depot to Resident, 26 Feburary 1886, No.

TirsaT & L] Y] R ™o
& Letter from the Recruiting officer 508

188 Ibid. _
7 Captian sarcer to Resident oF. cir. footnote No. 5
8 Ibid = ST PSP S T
on Special Recruoiting duty, 10 Resident (semi official), recrui-

9 Captain Camerur, officer
ting, 1 April 1886 No. 251

10 Foreign Secret-6, De;uumh;r 1886, No. 11-21, Nepal Residency Records, National
Archieves of India. Ibid.
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AT @ | EAMUET! IJWARN Sl o qeaw qfay  fessfamas)  Siw e gy
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q) oA - CaqEt wfasw’’ wEw - gwwE - §f oy agroafauas aRE HET

afarem, Tt - AT 5, 0 3, 7. 0 1

1) WA AEATE 39~ gifFdlafasa woiesw @9 TIZWITE: QERY, FIEArEl: gumer
fadmr = 4285, 7. 30, 33 1
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Nepalese Culture, Vols, VII -VIII

Book Review

The Chepangs: A Study in Continuity and C:hﬂﬂ'_gE. by Gagesh Man Gurang, 19891
Lalitpur: 8. B. Shshi. Price: Not mainteind. pp. 156, '
This small and handy out informative Chepang monograph by Dr.
adds to the evergrowing anthropological literature in Nepal. It also is the latest and the only
of its kind on the semi-nomadic community of central Nepali hill, especially of trans—Mabha-

bharata region spanning from southera Dhading in the horth to Chitwan to the South.

st in and efforts of the sociologists / anthropologists and
o more a shy, simple and serene tribe living with its
* upawere of and indifferent to

Ganesk Gurung

Thanks to the growing intere

development planners, the Chepang is
bliefs and rituals for centurics,
| changes that its ‘more civilised," big Tradition niegh-
hrough in the 20th century. Dr. Gurung has

the life 6f a people that Is reluetantly and

“gwn mythology, customs,
the rapid social-economic and cultura
bours just actoss the hills and forest-belts went ¥
made suceéssful and appreciable inroads ihto
threshold of change.
nto cight chapters, list of tables, footnotes, glossary,
hor's fieldwork among the two Chepang
wn either side of the

gradually moving towards the
The monograph, divided i

bibliography and index, 82 product of  the aut
Chola dhd Kbandringkhola, physically 'justaposed o

the Chepang of the two sites differ from one another in terms of

soclal-sconomic background, style of living and leval and cxtent of contact with outside,
‘world, that is playing agent of change for them. At a time when change phenomen mark the
@ the country, the life of Chepang people is least ;'ubi:':'i to
and inclination toward seiz-

settlements : Talti
Mahabharata hills Also,

social-¢conomic and cultiral life 1
change. Their technology is primitive, resources are traditional
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ing opportunities is governed by such [aclors as geography, social-economic status, and
availability of means, hence adherence (o tradition. The writer argucs that the Chepang are

[ i
mot **aware of any rights, nor have even been benifitted by the government planning.

"L
Through the study, the writer anticipates, thercfore. to make known to the concerned *‘the

rale and significance of an ethnle grpup in the process of national integration.’' The data
and the explanation presented in the book can suppert the claim of the writer. His attempt

to systematically organize differrent aspocts of Chepang life such as social, economic, ritual-
religious and the latest effort Imposed from outside (esp. the government projects like the
Praja Development Programme) to change their lifestyle is appreciable. Atleast seven

pertinent questions provide premises for the writer

te proceed with the rescarch on 2 trnibe
that had only attracted a handful of stray writers,

vistors esnd scciclogisis-anthropologists
In the past decade. It Is a people that has travelled a long way to change its socio-economic

status from “sprimitive forestry to neopeasantry’, More remarkably, their growing contact
with the outside world—be it through the highway construction or other development plans-

has posed them challenges, The ageold ecological balance with nature they have malatained

throughout their history is now progressively delicate and the writer genuinely expreeses his

Concern that it is undergoing through ‘rapid change® (p.41). The soure of their traditional

food is depleting and posing greater threat ever. This reality which is based on his : research

and observation is and should be the main concern for those who are iovolved in the econo-

mic wellbeing of these People and those who like to see to it that implementation of such

projects does not lead to the ultimate demise of a culture, a tradition and a peopie that has
added a distinct color in the ethnic mozaic of Nepal. When the government and its agencies.
:8ra accountable for the development of backward areas such as Talui and Khandrangkhola,
it is to be noted that preservation of people’s identity should not be tampsred within  the
mame of bringing people into the mainstream of sock-opolitical-econmic life of the nation as
» whole. It is a conclusion that the reader would not raise his finger at,

On the technical side, one may fee! that a scientific work such as this could have been
printed betfer given the existing facility available in our market todny. Considerable econe-
miaation is visible in the production of tables, charts and photos. Work on a tribe that is
heading toward extinction as 8 semi-nomadic group most certainly calls for tools such as
drawings, photos, and maps depicting various aspects of life. If the second edition of the
book fulfils these demands then one should wish it form the core of one’s heart. In any case,
Dr. Gurung's work Is laudable and given the increasing printing cost, the price is right.

—Prem K. Khatry
148
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Népalee Cilttite, Vols! VII-VIII
Book Review

Conflict in Asia, A case study of Nepal: by Husain, Dr. Asad and Anwar, Asifs. New Delhi,
India: Classical Publication, 1979. Map and . [odex, pp. 88+X, Price Rs.351. C, Hard
Cover.

Dr. ‘Asad Husain, who-achieved scholarly fame for his well. ressarched
'BRITISH INDIA'S RELATIONS WITH THE KINGDOM OF NEPAL': has co-authored,
along with his-wife; Mis, Asifa Anwar, the book under review here.

The book is divided into five -.jhaptm.-Th:-npquinl_chtpur contains o brief geogra-
chapter narraies Indo-Nepal relations since 1947.
Three decades of this relationship has been divided into two parts-the initial phase of
‘cordial paternalism® (1947-1960) and the period of conceptual political differences (1961--
1978). Nothing new.ispresented here since the chaptet is satuarated with nothing but Pt. Ne-
hru's speeches on Mepal Nepal's relations with its northern neighbours, have been uﬁ:mun-:l
in”the following chapter. The chapter tries to explaia the role of Nepal as an intermediary
between the two powerful neighbours, but aguin is based mainly on the viewpoints of jthe
Hl.apl.ltiﬁ Fr:n_ﬁn Sino-Nepaj relations, Some pagas of the fourth chapter seem to tally

jrrelevent and wnuid have best been left out, The final chapter Jof the book attempts to

evaluate Nepal's relation with II!.Id.IJ.I_I.IId China and gives briel notes on _the prominent
p.}“.ﬁl:ll leaders of Nepal, Though written in an ioleresting way, the suthor’s viewpoints
clearly seem to be biased. Ah%nnt B, P. Koirala they write “Whatever will be the fate of
democratic system in Nepal, B. P. will always be respected both by the Palace and by his
people’” (P 76). Commenting on leaders like Tulsi QJiri, Surya Bahadur Thapa, Vishwa
Bandhu Thapa and Kirtl Nidhi Bista, the authors call them ‘“‘intelligent, active, ambitious
and energetic leaders who mﬂlﬁ feel for their nation™ and *‘who joioed the Government
as Prime Minister or Ministers of in any nth?:i caplcities not for any sclfish motive but to

work titled

Iphi_nal description of Mepal.-The second

serve their l:ﬂllllll!'!'" (P. M. |
The book Is full of careless mistakes, spelling mistakes, typographical errors, waveri-

fied Infmuﬂianﬁﬂ!']!l!'iﬂﬂi‘?.‘mll-gu&m The opening of Jeach other's embassics in
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Kathmandu and \i"mhingtnu In 1959 has been shown as the beginning of establishing diplo-
matic relations between the U 8. A. and Nepal (p 63); whereas, the fuct is that_diplomatic
telations between these two countrics had boen established as carly as 1948. The authors
have also been nalve enough to translate political parties’ proper names: and hence we
find Gorkha Parishad becoming Gorkha Party and Praja Parishad turning .into People’ .
Party (p. 23).

Inspite of these defects the book would have been of great value to scholars on Nepal
had the right approach been taken in planning this book. Toe book has attempied to present
Nepal's relation with India and China after 1950, However, the book is primarily based on
sccondary sources of information like previouily published hterature and interviews with
political leaders. This shortcoming would perhaps have been oeotralized to some extent had
the authors cared to draw on earlier works on the subject by eminent scholars and resca-
rchers like Leo E. Rose, Ramakant, 5. K. Jha, 5. D. Muni etc. unfortunately they chose
oot to. No attempt has been made to adopt an analytical approach to the subject. The net
result is a book that Is totally incapable of shedding any mw light orjthrowing up mjl'

pew  ideas, explanations or outcomes., It s an ll::nlut:lr amateurish
work. Hence, from a scholastic Jpoint of view the book is valueless with no utility and
broadly classified as a collection of Jg.cn::rn] reading material on the subject .

“The authors claim that this book Is & continuation of Dr, Husain's earlier work ment-
ioned previously in this review. One just wonders how this book, hn'lng nothing but journa-
listic value, could be treated as a continuation of a very well rescarched book based on
original documents and co nfidential papers and having an immense Iﬂlﬂ.ﬂmi‘_: value.

Professor Ahmad who wrote the forward to this book agrees that the book is meant
only for the general reader and undergraduate students. lagree fifty percent with the Profess
sor. The book could perhaps be used by the general reade and I think It would almost be &
crime to prescribe it to Jgraduate and past graduate student, for, Instead of increasing his
knowledge it will ouly be a burden on his time,

It is very hard to believe that Dr. Husaln would come oul wilh .su:h i uuh—ﬂanrl'atd
book. On the other hand it is also equally impossible to believe llm a n:l:mhr of Dr, Huuin'l
repufe would ﬂ:ut his rupiltnhnn by being associated with such a h.np'k l'-"“ l.ll. uldtr m mﬁ
it more saleable.

Niranjan Sharma.
[s0]
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Nepalese Culture, Vols, VII -VIII
Book Review

Tribal social change T India (1965) By K.L, Kothai, Udalpur: Himapshu

publication, 146 pages, Bibliography and Index. price, [e. Rs. 100,

K. L. Kothari's book Tribal social change ld Ihdia dedls wilh the Bhils
#f South Rijasthin. The Bhils who live In happy isblailon with their] own mythology,
triditin=%duil customs, ritdals Bod lifs 1t:,-ln for cehturies kre ndw cdafronted with
the problems of massive social chiange resilting from the opening of their isolated coun-
duetioh nrdumlnpmmt plan:, cHiledtion, dew technology, in short:
udy bégins with some questions as to what extent
ional m:ini:r:am. Does there exist a gap between

tr¢ through the intro
process of modernization. The present st

thie tribals have been integrated in thc nat
city that the g-'_w..rnm'ul: has envisaged and the resultant existential tribal

thz model of a so
r's enquiry pm:uds mainly

fedlity: or shoiild we search for 4t dltsraative model 7 The autho
ofi tHe basis of tHese andl other similar I:mﬂc qu:llhns and light is thrown with the help of

empirical data eollected from south Ruasl’hnn,

The present book, divided into sit chapters, gwu a goo
contact of the Hindus and h:.r ulhcr means such as trapsportation,
ent plans. The change is clearly visible among the
or peri-urban areas

d account of tribal change

brought about with the

siipdtion, communication and developm
toiss to the Hindus of development—close arcas

Bhils who are contig
whereas the Bhils of remote, interior parts and far-flung arcas who are backward, stagnant
and not in a position of transformation.

the writer discusses thearctical bases and p:rap:ctlm Various
models of tribal interation, jgolation and synthesis have been discussed to develop an idsi-
ght in to the problem, First of all, the author records the populition bf tribdle in Indid,
at 18 million, the high I:remg in Madbya Pradesh; Otissa; and Nagilwd in chitpdtisiot to
Kerala or Tamilanadu which c-rmr ta the indepence were almost & cloted systEm bat
suddenly exposed to forces r-.-h:n:d by th: community development; urbadization, edazation
in short to the process of modernizati>n: This bratight the tribil sobléty in

society: In this regard, the author mentiond mibdels of tribal socidl
{kie othé which inclide

In the first chapter,

and technology.

to contact with the wider
model i8 emr:mg:d by the iateloctmals and a nthropologists,

8]
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Vuluntary*apencies is proposed and being implemented by the government However, the con.

tact of rribals with the non-tribuls started during the British period was through government
h“‘*“‘:rdur. forest guards, revenue olficials, vecasionnlly teachers® traders and money-lenders

To measur: 1he impact of secularism, mod: ralzation the equality with reference to the basic

indicators of social change, the duthor hus seleleted  the Bhils who have embraced Bhaga-

tism and possess uchan Shnracteristics; secondly ths writar argus thar th: Bhils wio  are

half-way to the road 1o integration nre foundin ths proximity of town and administrative

C:nires and the Bhils who resid= in far-flung, wreas lack external congacts. Method slogically,
the remote village Is taken as ‘control unit’ and sub-urban village is ‘experimental’ ones The
author speaks of three agencies at work here; (i) the government along with its agencies of

revenue. forest and police (ii) Hinduism aod thetraders and (iii) social werkers who have
endeavoured. to bring dbout change among the tribals of this region,

In the s:cond chapter, the author hag Biven a vivid picturc of the historical accous
nts of the Bails waich rotates round the principality of Mewar, The account makes it clear
that *'the Rajput vigtory was largely due to the H;:El:nt:ss of the tribals wno were scatterad in
different pockets unlike the Rajput who ware organized and h.a.d.. an centralized authority®
(p. 37) According to the author They were victim of exploitation of the tarders, high caste

Hindus and Rajout chiefs. In spite of this, some social workers of the Rajasthan Seva Sangh

entered the tribil areas to create an awareness among the Bhils.. q
Ta the third chapter, ths author discysses the traditional occopation of Aagaiculture
with refzrence to the introdoction of naw accupitirn and economic netwarks, According to

the aathor, the Bhils have taken to agriculture as their main source of livalihood. The stady
shows that a backward tribal village would take only to subistence riculture while the

advanced one would take to more develaped form of Agriculture as an in;duslry, The two
advanced villages cited in the text are in constant interaction with the development and
urban centres and have taken to lucrative cash craps such as einger, garlie, ectc. They are
aware of improved of cultivation also, According to the author, the tribal areas have introd-
uced a variety of economic ventures such as tailorlng, offizial works, teaching, among others.
These new professions have not only given new sources on Incomea to the tribals but have
also brought them closer to the woder spectrum of socicty. The tribals have been exposed W0
the influences of the Hindu jati system. But the Bhils of interior and remote parts \live on

the old pattern of production and consumption and follow the traditional way of life,
The main thrust of the fourth chapter is to find out as to what extent the Bhils main-

[s2]
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tain their ethnic entity und get incorporated in the regional and national mainstream, Acco-
-dring to th: authar, som: of thz scial and cultursl changes observed in the Bhils of three
villages are due to changes in the economic and politica | life of the people in general, The

forces or agents of change have affected the tirbal rituals and customs. In chapter five
the palitical aspect  of  social change among the Bhils has been
analysed. The author argues that only after independence they have assumed

a new status and are supposed to be a part of the mainstream society. Thelr involvment and
participation in the political system would bring them closer to the core of national life.

In the last chapter, the author deals with the perspective of social change with

reference to the national mainstream. But the author confronts two problems: First, the

structural features of tribal society, and Second, tribal

anxiety to join the mainstream nationl life. So as a solatien 1o this problem he presenis

tribal model of social change which is predicated on the tribal inner structare tribal religions,
the government model of change as

problem of retaining of the special

traditions and historic interpretatio, The author calls
‘imported”. That is, he is not in favor of the present model and wants to bring them

in the mainstream of national life without disturbiog their social-cultoral system and  belicf

patterns. ;
In spite of Mr. Kothari’s systematic and scholarly presentation cn the statue of social

change among Bhils his book is not free from various shortcomings. It is essential to point

out a few of them. First of all, the author has repeated the same case of tribal exploitation

by the Hindus and their own leaders (pp. 90, 129-130) Likec this, ‘he has - also r:p::nte'd
his explanation of their old pattern of dressing and change in it (P. 90 and 112.) Thirdly

the author's analysis on the primitive paticrn of settlement of the Bhils (P. 96) is not relev-
ant and suimble in reference to his discussion on socio-cultural aspect of change. It would

have been appropriate o include this discussion in chapter two along with the description of
social profile of the Bhils, However, the present book is a valuable contribution to the
bal development. Mr. Kothari has not only given us a datailed information

literature on tri
: f the Bhils in changing milicu but his sugg=stions for their development

on different aspects o

are important for government and planners to consider.

Ganesh man Gurung
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