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Editorial Note

Happy New Year's Greetings to our readers !

It is with pleasure that the Central Instruction Dlepartment of Nepa-

lese History, Culture and Archaeology is bringing the sixth issue of Mepalese
Culture, At the same time we feela loss for not being able to bring the last
year's issue out. As a matter of fact, we still experience considerablel diffi-
culty in tapping the contributors. Despite the gradual growth inthe number

of culturologists the editor is bound to confess that his plea for articles has
not been responded favorably. The result: a slim volume in your hands .!
to solicit

However, we remain as optimistic as ever and will spare no efferts
writers for the issues to come.
we thank our contributors for their cooperatlon in bringing this issue

.out oo time.
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The Dolakha Newars : Society,
Family and Children

=Prem Khatry

{Note:; The following is a generalized report of the writer's doctoral research carried out June
through September, 1983 in the castern Nepalese district of Dolakba, more specifica-
ly in the town of Dolakha. The district of Dolakha derives its name after the old
town. In the article the term Dolakha has been used to denote only the town where

the research was based.)
1. Introduction

Dolakha -n:rf.pérthustm‘n MNepal is one of the 75 districts of the country. It falls on
270 28'-2R® nutlthlhatimde to 83- 50-"-B6- 33° ust longitude, 1t isa hilly district and bor-
ders with Tibet in_-the north. In the ancient and the medieval times, Dolakha was an indepen-
dent, feudal kingdom with the town of Dolakha as the szat of the local i;m‘ﬂtnm;zm. The 13!h
century unification of Nepal cost the independent status of Dolakha followd later by even-

tyal cultural, social and economic deterioration and stagnation. Dolakha remains in consi-
derable cultural Bsolation even today. The town of Dolakha is inhabited by the Newars, a

‘fuscinating people with rich, old eulture yet obscure origin, Traditionally engaged in trade
and commerce and contributing to the growth of towns and urban life, the Newars of Nepal
speak Newari, a Tibet-Burman family of language with its own scripts, Dolakha’s mountai-

nous location has been jnstrumental for the preservation of the Newari culture and the

older form of Newari ilnn;uﬁﬂr- The objective of this writer was to observe the childrea-

ring and socialization pattern in this wraditional Newar society to eompare the data with yet
another Newar settlement of ﬁun ﬂtlnali, which is on the threshold of ¢hayge beiog :h.g-t.' to the
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evern prowing and chenging capital of Nepal, Kathmandu, Out of the 76 households surves
yed, only 31 families were chosen randomly to collect the datn. Below Is only an overview

of ihe Newar society ef Dolakha with special reference of the family, and i3 socializing
funciion. The organizaiion of the paper follows the following prrapgemnet:

1. Inlrnuﬁ'g:liun
11 The Ind=ntity of the Dolakhn Newars
1. Social und family sturelurs
1V, Childrearing function of the family
V. The world of Dalakha children
¥i. Co hchiﬂ"uig statement

1i- Idemity of the Dolakha Newars
For the slm:l: ols ul’ Hﬂpnltﬁl: I:nmtmy and anthropalogy, the origin and the nature of

th: structure of H-:wur !.vl:H:L:F.:f isa pm-'bli:m still to be cunvlnningly s-::—lm:d Appmmmatﬂy for

more than & millenia this mb-: has h::n pamdmg. -:m ths mmu-culmm'l h[:ﬁt:.r'le of this
nation bringing many a aspecis of culture to the apex of civilization. Historically, Kathmandu
Valley has been the seal of their activitics. Also, the term & Newar today is used as a8 broad,

E'!:IIE.'I‘II: term to 1n:1ud1: a host of :lhnin E.qup! and suh;ruups In the 'Fln.it few c:nluries., the
lpaually distributed m-.-:' many paru of Hcpul Trade

A

Newars have numtrmnuy grown 3 and
duﬂ-l:}* of verious sorts have been :thnm‘lty

and o u_:umm:rcc, arts and hﬂndlmf s and mltag: in

'lt!":mi'l'i'e;:i mr:almns of ‘H:wu p:ﬂp-li: allhnu,gh civil service has also I:rEi.‘[l antllhﬂ viable wu-

tion in rn::nt ::enrun:s Many, jati groups p'nf:s-s nrtl.str]r :w.n now a-r.'td mnlt: living nut ul’

itinted the Newars to Epl‘cnll in mun}" pn:u ﬂl' ihr. l:-uuntq.' nutmlu
the ‘v’a‘:lrg and the pmctss of umrlcmnn

birth to many little towns

it. These vocations have ini
Knmmmdu esp:m.;il!;.ral'tr:r the Gorkha conguest of
n, Newar businessman and entrepreneurs actually geve
at Jeast one-third of the .approximate Wewar population of

of the natio

ip hill :and terai Mepal Today,
450,000 lives in' these small and medivm sized towos and cities and engages mainly in trade.

re-:uscly when and how the H:wars ni' knthmnnﬂu mlgruttd m Du-'la'l:.ha and I;I-l.ll:d
I'- ‘Il i

F
there p:rmaumtt;r is a matter of remn:h Th: mlgmllﬂn appnr: to be a :ﬂnl.mua.'d and pm-
L iLd

'lnngﬂl ph:numeunn. Few Newar famtlms still mn ﬂ'EGﬂ thl:h' ungm in a-nd mﬂnm ritual
tinks with their Kﬂlhmanduhns By lhn fnu.ﬂmlh :Eﬂimjl'. lht plcum town ni’ bn!ﬂtl:n
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seems (o have n Caudatery state ruled by the Hotise ol the Mewar of Dalikhis. The pslitical
history of Dalakha after the 14th contufy to ihe 1814 corlitfy is a chequered orfe, Itis clear,
however, that sany Newar familics from Kathmandu had alrcady migrated and éetiled there
in connection with the commerial activities flourishing there. They traded around the districts
and the regions hetween Sunkeshi and Tamnkoshl and as far sorth as Tibet. Dolakha was
the centre of commercial activitics, for it was 1"2:":-11"-“1-56 the rouite from the terai to Tibet. It
is remarkable, however, that Dolakha m'!-lnlnmed 'lu:r ul-:inl_:u'ltura] activities Bas-lcaﬂy inside
the little town ‘11'"”“?‘" the ritual and :ullum] TI:'IIHJ-nIi'II;p wllh the valley of Kathmandu was
not fully severed, Dﬂ'iﬂkhﬂ s gengraphical location gave rise to several unigue cultural prac-

tices especially in. the tealm of marriage, initiation and several hfa-c;ﬂ::lu rituals, This further
enabled Dolakha Newars to carve out a unrqur.' p!rsnnalily of Ih:ir gultnre. The 5ll.d:|r of this

persenality type reflecis Dn-!al:ha s. cul:unal rcnlcgical 53.r5.l1:m md its rich hmta]l:

101 Social and family structire’ i L 5 | At

The exixting soeial structure of Dolakba represents ::. .-.Jl-n all ;te.rlsi»:.m nf mainr' :I:I‘lﬁill:'ﬂ.'l:
Mewar settlements such as Kathmandu Patan and Badgaon of the Nepal Vuu&i.r.- The town
of Dolakha with nearly 350 houscholds and an approximately 4000 population has several Ne-
war jatifunctional groups dnd many subgroups. They fange from top rank Shakya/Vajracha-
tya to the bottom rank Kasai and Kuslé., The Hindu Newar priests are absent here 5o the few
Vejracharya priests conduct certain very special guthi rites and festivals. They also get offerings
and dana from the non~Buddhist Néwars on certain occasions such as the panchadana which
indicates the status of the Vajracharya priests in the Newar community of the old time. To-
day, however, the Vajracharya do not officiate life-cycle and other rituals in the Newar comms

unity of Dolakha like the ¥ do in Kathmandu "|."n.'|j]4:j,.r nnd nlh:r ptnmmr:nl Huwar tuwm lm:h
rituals and i'amlljr,fmmmunaI festivals and other rnl:ginuﬂ c-bl:hmmns are now couducted hy

lht Hindu or Farvate Hru.hmm prn:lr: of the aren, D:mnguphmallr. ,thn high jati Shrestha
Mewar are the Fﬂ_-duminan‘l gmu];-f. m Dolakha and it i amoug I:hr:sn aroups and fnmﬂlrs.
that much sociai interaction takes place. Most marriage, for t:nmpl:, takes place inside the
town and n:l:um:-nships cansed h].r this intra—town marital unlnns fnr a long time have rende-

red the Intm-EamEI;l,rfgmup spcial relationship very c:'lrnp[e::lf-d Literally, cach family, if not
the individual, is related by marriage links with the vther, This netted relationship ‘has also

cauzed the traditional degree of marrug: avoidance o be Ennsldnmbly narrowed While con-
stmmating marriage. One peculiar feature of the DdlaKha social Strocture js that all jati
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4 Prem Khatry

groups have been harmonically living together. In the course of time, they have developed.

some new, localized and many universal typs festivals and [airs in which all the MNewars
participate with zeal and enthusiasm. The lowest of the strata of the town, the Kasal 5"“1_
the Kusle for example, have their ritual role to play in these annual fairs and festivals. They

have been provided with trust (guthi) land for their regular service although they genuinely
— 12 Kasai and 12 Kusle — who

]
complain that this is not enough. There is g magic number
tion for the service of

require to play musical instruments on geveral occasions. Remunera
these two jatis has shrunk considerably during the years but their duty has only expanded as

the households continue to grow. There is one community, the Shivbhaktis, in Dolakha that
festival during the Dashain.

is actually responsible to conduct the famed Bhairay-Kumari
deitics” side.

Nearly a dozen Shivbhakti households need to take part in either of the two
'Th:s: Shivhkahtis were slaves during the notorious Rana regime and were emancipated by
the Rana P. M. Chandra Shumsher. They remaincd i1 Dolakha after the emancipation. In
course of time they became part of the Jocal social structure. They stay below the - touchable

Newar groups and above the Kasai.

The Family
The Dolakhans have " basically joint family system. The ecological
place should be held responsible for this- type of  family , system. ; Farming, requiring very

labor is the main occupation of the Dolakhans and today only government jobs.
Yet, agriculture has nol been

structure of the

intensive
have employed the young generation with some education.
substituted by any other bread-winning profession. It is-the main source of their income.
Dolakha families have very creative attitude ftoward going about rice plantation season.
When the monsoon arrives, several families organize small; task=force type groups called.

‘pher” in the local dialect. It is a system thaﬂi!ntgs back to carly history of Dolakha accor-
bers divide the nature of works en the basis of their exper-

ding to the informants. The mem
tize and go about rice plantation of the individual member of the team thus employing the

‘it is ecalled *pher” or turn,

collective labor. Because work is done in turn,
1 i

. The family in Dolakha houses several generation under one roof. Although joint

many young people scem to be inclined gradua‘lly in having
ir marital knot, This phenomenon of having a

five or even more chulos

family is very common here,
a separate kitchen especially once they tie the
separate kitchen is scen faiily common in Dolakha. Often time

(kitchen) are found under one roof. Very strange and pathetic are the cases when a single
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son of the parent/s is scen cating separtely whereas his parents are left to cook for them-

selves. Such instances are rather rare In Nepalese culture. Such families, however, tend to
cultivate topether and divide the crops on the basis of need and the total production of the

year. However most families are still living with several gencrations and eat at one kitchen.

There is no_ jati or other faclors respaniibl: for the joint or nucleating tendency in
Daolakha. .

Ill. Childrearing function of the Dolakha family:

One of the very basic functions of the family is to brinz the children up 2ad give
them proper training in the process of growing. This process is called chidrearing and socia-

lization. It is a long and complicated process when the-humaniinfant organizm is slowly and

systematically imparted a host of . family tsocial valuzs-so that he can Functicn in the saciety
as a capable member. Ia other words, childhood socialization ref=rs 1o o procss: when a

culture with all its facets, attributes and uniqueness-is transmilted to the new, vounger gene-
ration. This procsss of transmitting culture to the new generation or nsw colranls assures
caliurnl continuity and stability of basic values,

As Thave mentionad earlier,-thz Dolakhans have joint family systam. ' Children bora
in the family naturally gain atteatioh, care and love from many members of the family. The
child iz picked up, cleaned, _[‘ed and played or carlﬁszq by eachn membarfadult, Wt does not
tnke much time for the growing child to establish relationship with all the sdulis around
dim/her. This relavonship extends cﬂ:;nsidc-rubl}' als the child grows in_tl'u: femily, The child's
native family or the family of erientation ulmi the mother’s family bﬂﬂﬂml:lcqu:d.ﬂy important
in the growing process !':r!' the infant child in Dolakha.

Related ressarch have establistied that for several months after birth the child’s inter-
action ocours solely in the family, esp:cially with parents or their sarropates who take-the
responsibility of taking .care of the child. Gradually this intergction expandéand: reaches
othér adults-around, him: The famous sociologist | George Herbert Mead calls them “Lhe
significant other’ who play very important rol: in inculcating a whole range of boHaviors,
attitude and norms to the child. With the passage of time, thechild's speheres of _activitier,
interaction pattern, knowledge an!i range of relationship “’fi?““ﬂ n_]slq} nﬁd the g[:ﬂ]:l,l'il‘_'llg perso-
nality finds the ‘others' outside’ the Family to'interact with. But ‘the'Fimily remains the cen-

te1 of his activities and his only point of refétencd. This phexibmenonis’ moft dléarty dbéa in
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the Hindu personalily that grows, expands, and Finally dissolves into the familial atmosphere.
The joint nature of the Dolakha Mmily system fucilitates growing child with adequale care,
love and insight so that the ehild goes through normal soclalizing processes. Rescarch in
xpericnces vary across parents’/

child socialization have often established thul childhood ¢
g the Ne-

there are several Jali groups amon
the untouchables. In all the
ging up the family. No

families” social-cconomie clnsses. In Dalakha
war ranging from the pricsts to the Kasai amd the Kusle,

groups the Camily and the parents play rqually significant role in brin

clear distinetion was visible across the classes and the jutis as regards childhood expericnces.

In family system such as the Dolakhans a child learns and develops important social

habits and qualities such as mutual respect, affection, caring and sharing qualities, coope-

ration and selflessness. Qualities such as sclf-interest either do not normally spring up and

faster in large, joint type family system or they are discouraged carly in the ecurse of rigo-
One of the basic objectives of the family a

the attitude, behavior, norms,
towards collec-

rous socialization process during the childhood.
socializing agent of the child is that it aims at chanelling

personal interest and habits of the growing individual towards large goals,

tivity. The emotional scourity that pervades in the large family system such as ours provides

the child with ample cpportunity to develop a normal, sociable, personality. But what happ-
ens if the family environment is unfavorable 7 Rudo'f Dreikus explains,

“If wrangling and contention, disorder and slovenliness, suspicion and self-interest

adopt these practices and

are allowed to set the tone of the family life, the child will
und may be.”

attitides no matter how favorable his disposition and heredity backgro
(1972: 18-19)
Research has shown (hat such family norms do not exist in Dolakha, or at least they
are not predominant. However, as mentioned in  the above pages there are naw growing

number of cases showing family split. This trend, if grows rapidly among the new, Yyou-
nger generation of Dolakhans, may have adverse affect on the growing children. A new
family enviconment may set where children will have to grow mostly in small families

of mainly parents.
IV. The World of Dolakha Children:

Childhood status in Dolakha seems to continue little longer thad normal for children
of similar setting. The reasons for a prolonged childhood in Dolakha could be many:
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-socinl, ecological and physical being some. Charikot, the district headquaters is now

winning over many facilities such us health, So Dolakha is conteat with limited medicsl care

provided by an ill-cquipped health post. Traditional cure methods are thus widely employed
for any kind of discase—from fever to mal--and undernourishment. Most children lack  nor-

mal growth physicalley and mentally. Deside this deawback, however, the children of Dolakha
are happy and gay. They live in the world of their own,

Besides family and kin-relatives there are other socializing agents at work in Dolakha.
At least the new and the youngest geperation of Dalakha population can be  benifitted by
them. By the grace of Her Majesty the Queen Mother a Balmandir {children's daycare eznter)
has been opencd here and now it is taking care of more than one hundred preschool age
voungesters. OF the two elementary schools in the Parchayat on= serves an usially high popu-
lation of about seven hundred children with an unbelievahle teacher-siudent ratio of 1:60. A
newly opened English type school has so far attracted a small number of middleclass chil-
dren, With a well-staffed and equipped Bal-mandir and oné more government elim:intary

school in the town the world of Dolakha children would, for fow more years be considerably

happier and brighter. Health and medical care should also remain on the top priority Tos
them.

¥. Concluding Remark: Children and culture

Dolakha seciety is a well knit Newar society showing typical Newar kinship and ritual
—religious structure. Children of Dolakha have been carrying the unique social, ritual and
religious aspeets of Dolakha culture. The adults have always played as the model of their
youngsters. There are several widely famed and many local jatras and festivals in Dolakha
and children participate in them with as much zeal and enthusiasm . as their elders. Several
local celebrations such as music and dance festivals require young actors to perform them
and children do the performances remarkably, Early in the cold month of January, for cxa-
mple, this writer saw bands of small boys aod girls marching through the streeiz of Delakha
to visit and circunbulate the temples and the chaityas singing religious songs in chores, It

“was on the eve of the famous Bhim Ekadashi. From the middle of July each year children

celebrate mock Hile and other jatras on the stone platfrom all over the lown heralding the
forthcoming jatras of the monsoon or post monsoon scason. Dolakha culture thus becomes
very important child socializing agent ia itsell, By taking part in several mock and real festi-
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ety. Family gives
ultural roles both
dless of the class

vals, children prepare themselves for :n'ndq—:uuuml roles of the adults soci

special training and lessons for the growing children on their religious and ©
in and cutside the family. Children also n'u through scveral growth rites regar
and jaiis. My fesenrch has'shown that by age sevon to nine, they learn and understand the
profession of the family and start contribufing towards it. By age seven also they are found to
be aware of their jati status and the idea ol high and low. A simple test was run for & group
of 35 boys and girls of age 7-10 to judge their ability to perccive their socio-ritual status,

cconomic eandition and occupational status, More than ninety pereent children identilied co-

rrectly the family profession and sq:.ia.'l' status sush as the joti. The upper jati children could

identify the low jati features such as dress or their professional musical instruments. Mors
to who actually was the disciplinarian in the family.

than seventy percent had the sotion as
ldren, Tt is tobe

The simplz tcst was run mainly to ascertain the menial growth of the chi
the sample end lack of adequate iraining in

ver emphasized, Yet, it could be taken as
atters as the social ranking of the family,

mentioned, however, that because of the size of
such tests the validity of the result could un'.c be o
an in-.‘i_.il:;atur of the children’s a?a.ri:nn:as iu;,;-lul:h m
It 35 an impotant asﬁﬂ of the over ﬁu_mc_inl.igtiun process, The basic purpose of my study
was to study children in a traditional Newar cultural setting that is not going through rapid,
culture change. My expectation had been to affirm the conviction that chang agent are elr.her

absent or are relatively slow at work In such situation traditional culture of a people plays

impurtant role to shaps the personality of the younger generation and this is how traditional

culturs is preserved. The eycle thus keeps moving. In Dolakha, the family, the children and
the youth that 1 worked with show re;-;_rmr. for their culture, people are following m:' tradi-
I.iu:.m.ﬂ.i_, methods io ré_ar Ian;d socialize their chiidre'n and family and Iziﬁ Eroups rcmain. the
major child sqcializing agents, schools and day-care cenler being now next Fﬂt.Euﬂul ageﬁﬂ'

to supplement the role of the family.
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Family organization in Nepal
in Late Medieval Period

=Peshal Dahal

Family is considered to be a group of pzople consisting of a husband and wife with cr
without children or grand-parents or u:c'es and aunts or brothers or sisters and | or gracd
children as members having a singls sbod:, The family has been classified into three major
types according to the relationship of the members living in the house, These are: nuc'ear,
intermediate and joint family. Nuclear family consists of a hushand and wife with or without
unmarried issues, whereas the Interm: diate family includes the pareats living with 2 marrizd
son and unmarried issues, or a married man with his unmmarried brothers and sisters.

The joint family, which is gencrally taken to be one of the unique social characteristics
of the Hindus, is different from the above two types. It includ:s two of more nuclzar and
intermediate families: It may include four geﬁ:ralium. and any number of members. Al the
property possesed by family members belongs collectively to the family. The home of a Hinda
is a place where the Dharmas and Kormaos are thought out practied ard ifealized, The indivi-
dual does not belong to the Fome nor docs tl e home belorg to the individual. Thus, in a joing
family, all the members live together in the same abode withia which theie is common kit-
chen, common property, common god common weal and common woe,

The joint fawily seems to b: th: geaeral prictic: i it b epil from m‘lih.‘l]t and medieval
periods d.crwn to the prurm times in different communities, Hindu or uun*H:ndu The Lich-
“chhavi records show that the later Vedic and Futnm-: ord:r'of the joint i‘nmul:r surviv d in

those days and was rigidly maintained. Thl: l’ic"mhhu'l.rl inscripiions frt-qutml;,r use the words
Kula and Kutumbi which signify the j wm'. family system. The bonds of the § joint familjr system
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Panchaparadha { Five rigo-

were so strong that if any member was found involved in the
to be punished.t

16u% erimes) not only he but his wife and family members were also

As we enter into the medicval period we find the joint family hecoming broader and
medieval society. Not only the

stronger. A large family was one of the main featurcs ol
sometimes

parents and children, brothers and stepbrothers lived on the common property,
it also includ: d pscendants, descendants and collaterals  upto many generations. ¢ The most
likely reason why people during medieval period lived in f0 Iﬂ.rgc families is that they had to
live within a fortified boundry. Szewrity provision was then w;r:,' imp+ artant. Medieval Mepal
The Malla Kingdom in the Kathmandu Valley was
pelty chiefiains werc independent of each
d to' live

was studded with petty feudal states.
divided into three independent principalitizs. The
nthﬂ' and at times fought like deadliest enemics. That is the reason why people ha
in clustered, urbanized centres, It is evident that the Malla period holds an important place

in t]-u,: history of url::amzntmn in H:pa] Thpse towns were surrnunﬂﬁd by hlﬁh “'1“5- and
o2

T
the ltnus-r.-s- within lhe I'm‘t WEre h.m;l'l:ilu:d close m!.-:thr:t' » The E'Ebldl,’.ﬂilﬂl ﬂrt‘ﬂ- l:*-'lll'll:f‘il'-iﬁ"i

e ‘i'n'-..-.llth‘_" fami-

of

succe~:5we :::nnm:nm-., rm gs which were :llr:mg:d. in ﬁuq:h u way that hi g‘n cast
l::s m:l:upmu:l tl:i: mp:r nnres near the palace squm'l:E.. and the middle class gmup: ﬁﬂwpttd

tl:u: mrdrlh: zone -md thc in:-w cum: pmple the -p-:rmher}' areas. Fcupln gr.:n:rmll;pr w.mttﬁ to
seitle mmd: the !‘nrt but the I1m1tm:l I:.m:l did nnt help t lhem to setup a separate hnusetmld.

It was, thus, that people lived together in a single abode Igve_n in a !s.rg:_nﬂmb_:r.

i E vl bk

: Rule of Thakah

Normally, a joint family could not extend beyond l‘nur generatmni Be‘ynnd ths filhl,ll'f
it was the headman of the clan, called Thakali, who provided a rallying point for the me-
mbers, In the medigyal period each clan had its own Thakall. The royal family also m;l

L sargar wenfs as=gng it l_!'i'lg' ar t‘ﬁqinnﬁzﬂ'-fa'z" hiﬁq .
i " e T [ = § i i ! ! e} 4 3 W I_. =

'H'ﬂ!"lﬂ"l"l'm H’ﬁﬁ'
¢f. D. V. Vajracharya, L;cfu-.&.&ﬂﬁ Ka!’ﬁ'a .-Ibhﬂe'ﬁ;a {Ins::nptmns uf L:chc:‘nhaw

. :I ] P iod), {Knthmantfﬂ In‘.ihhl'f-t' nf H:pal and hsm.n stuﬂ:lts ....DHEII} P 495

_'2_._ D V. ‘I.-’n;ra:haryn, “Snm-: lns:npuans of =arI:r rt'-tdn:'-'a.!. H-Epa.].”' qm Hepﬂ.h!
Eumrlbu.riam fo H;pajeﬂ Smd:r.r, "'h"ul. v Hﬂ 1, [15'7'"?] jh IUT

3. H A, i}]dﬂ:]d Sketches from H{;‘g{, P 5'5
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its own Thakali, ! The T'J'r.rln.‘.r wis nal cnn'l'nlci.! Lo H'.m- hip. A Inmllt:p'. 0 \"rhum or a Eulhl

::nlslut also have their own Yiakali,® In the Vilara the aldzst {’"hh""'” w'“ thu Tﬂ'mkﬂfi' Md
e waz nlso called Thapaju or Sthavira.,

The Thakall, also called Thaikwli,? Thakri,® Thapaju, Thaypaju? a.nl:] Thakama HI
some documents, was the oldest member of the clan, II:, v.ru._'l w:ll—vnrm-:l h'l the l*ll“r‘s, Dy
virtue of his age, he possessed adequate knowledge of men and things l|'|;'.|.l coneernzd tha
entire clan. All Il‘-r: minbers of the elan bawed to him and showed their respeet. The Thﬂ!lmﬂ
used 1o decide dispates arising between members. e took action against the offender as
also against those who ignored the family values or :h.lnyc:l any rel:glnus rm:s He ptcsidr:ﬂ
over the community celebration of Ee-:.l_wuj.g. :md feasts. He enforced I_[adl“ﬂ.nal p.a::uﬂc!- af
the family and advised others on these matters, Whenever necessary, he mu.su]ted ancient
scriptures, He was the custodian of l.hr: lrudiuunal rules for the uhwrvanﬂt: of rites. H" was
the only person who could =nLﬂr the s::::n:t :hamh:: wLen': lh: l'n:mi:,r d:lt:,r was kept.

The kings also could become a Tﬁdkﬂf: for l.hc ru;.rul fa.mmﬁq. King Sril:uwas Maliu
of Pstan in A, D. 1674 " and King Bhupatindea Malla of Bhaktapor in A, D. 17061 becams

Thakalis in their adwnced age. In hus tapac:l}' as @ Thakali, King Srimiwas Malla put the
‘i’trl:nllrﬂn mark [T;.h:] on t!:u: Fu:'ch:ad 1.‘.-1' Htlpﬂndra E'r!alla uli' Kanupur and KIHE Bhﬂ?“‘

4. Ramji Tewari, *“Chautara D.:,v";]a; o Emkun“ ' Furnfma, I"Tn 1 [Iﬂ"l V.5, },

5, PR Ili::gml i‘.c!’adlemi Hepal, 11, i_L'.'a.ln:chl:u F’fml K k. M“khﬂPﬂdh}-'ﬂF- 1966)
i g g b Hhoininad . Suastieid . Aty m stz il
i i TiLH jrudi piiflarat aetn 3l Inyn nliga kb=
6. [Ihid ) '
| 7. D. R. Regmi, Mgﬂi‘emiﬂepﬂf i ﬁtnlcgttmﬁrmull L. Mukhupadh}'n)'a 1955,}
JriCi. 1 ' 1T TS INTEN] [ RE] ¥l b’
Tl y :
o “ f il T AT =iy g I |.III i e ol bne
8. Ibid, p. m .

9, _Panna P'::md Jmln. Nepal .Eﬁ:mr Sﬂbd‘ﬂku&, [Kulhmnnd%. IESE} p. 113 |
10, Lal Hﬂmdur Prq,dhan J‘i’l‘llmc'.‘u Pmdhnn f-'_nﬂbar Ko an:#mﬂ {]i(uthmnndu EI}E.‘-'I

R LA 3 1 iIm i ||| '3

i 19 e
1. Tewari, op. cit. (f.n. 4), p. 16 ¥ PP A Fi

12, Sankarman Rajvamsi, “The suecgssors of Yag.nmqnq[q I'-gnlin" (im Nepali), Purni-
ma Vol, 6 [2022]], p. 39

[y, 4, T T, N ey Bl
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tindra Mall put the same on the forehead of Lokaprakush Mally of patan te proclaim them

King of Kantipur and Palan respeetively.

Role of Guthi

Another notable feature of family and social organisation in medicval Nepal was the

svstem of Gurhi, 1 originates from the Sanskrit word *Gosthi® meaning *family connec-
tions, partnership or fellowship in the management of property to be used for family rituals.

and religious purposes. 43 1t was a trust property set nside for dilTerent purposes in the care

of some persons who could use it for the set purpase without having any kind of alienable
right. It is a very old institution and was popular in Lichchhavi society .14

The property held as Gurhi was in most cases land which yielded income in terms of
produce. Rents obtained from the lands were utilized to maintain temples, monastries, rest

houses and waterspouts and to finance religious rituals and offerings and other necessalies
for which the trust was - established. Such Guthi land endowments were made not only by
the king or the members of royal family and the nobality but also by the common people.

: Guthis were of various types depending upon their functions. OF these the principle

one which was taken more seriously than the others by medieval people and which was dire-

ctly related to family organization was. “Dewa’ of Dewali Guthi. Each caste was divided
into patrilineal lincage groups whose members pr.:scrw:r.i the memory of 8 common ances-
tor. Again, a joint family could not extend beyond four generations due to its large size and
the members had to be separated rlr&m the traditional hnuf:::.hnld. It was the Dewa Guthi
which provided ralling ground for the family members and the lineage group. \t organised

all of them under the cult of the ancestral deity called Bewa and the institution was called
Dewa Guthi. Its members might be spread over different regions, but at the time of feasts

and the worship of the Dewa they came together to participate. Thus, it was a cluster of

many joint families who traced their origin to a common male ancestor.
The mr:mbcrs. of a Dewa Guihi were referred Lo by one another as **Fuk:e’"13 a term

which implies splitiing f.l-;fm 4 COMMmOon Source, 4 comman point of reflerence.

13. Regmi, op. cit. [f. n. 5], P- T35
14. Vajracharya, ep. cit. [f. n. 1], PP 284-89
15. G.S Ncpali, The Newars, pp. 191-37
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Family Goodness:

Family goodness was highly observed in those days. Many
refer to the building of temples and water
making of various offerings for the sulvatio

the prevailing family goodness in the

documents of the period
conduits, the worshipping of different deitics and
n of their deceased family members, which reflects

sociely, Parents and ' elders were highly respected. The

children bowed down 1o the feet of their parents to'pay reverence and honour. The piogenies

always wished the happiness of their purents by worshipping the deities or offering something
1o them. They were obiliged to free their parents from any litigation or problem. The incom-

plete works of the parents were to be completed by them. If any construction made by their

parents got damaged, it was considered to be the duty of the progenies to repair it. Thz son
was supposed to rescue the souls of the deceased ancestores from the hell by performing
religious deeds. In A, D. 1621, two People set up an image of MNarayan for rescing their

futher 1 s_i_milnrly in A. D, 1683 Manohara Sinha Bharo sel up an image of goddess Laksmi

for the salvation of his deccased mother.'” The documents of the medieval pariod are full

of such references. Sometimes golden idols and other valuable things were offcred to th: Bra-

hmanas for th: same purpose.’® In A, D, 1441, KinE Yaksa Malla and his broth: r erected
@ golden statue of their mother in her memory,'*

The parents always blessed and loved their issues. The sequisition of sons was consi
dered to be the primary aimof marriags. For gaining this objective people parformed many
religions dzeds.*® Progenies were supposed to ba the real Laksmi, the goddess—ol wealth '+

For the happiness and prosperity of children, many Yajnas were perform=d, image of deities
were sct up, worships were performad and offerings ware mad= to Brahmanas. In 1523, one

16. The Bhaktapur Tachapatol inscription of A, D. 1681,
1 i Y]
17. The Bhaktapur Tachapatel inseription of A. D. 1683,

18. M. P. Khanal, Ehméuﬁarm'm Ka Aitihasik Sum:i;gr;‘. (Kathmandu: NAS, 2040}

. 00 S B | ey iy RN i -

19, iﬁhﬂl Dahal, Nepal' Ko Malla Kglin Diihas, {Biratnagar: Kamala Dahal, 2041)
p. 33 E

20, Khanal, op. ¢it.(f. n..18), p. 234 . . Al

IEI.I Ibid, p. 166
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couple set up an idol of Laksmi Narayana for the memory of their deceased soh un
ter-in-law.®®  An inseription of aboul the same date records the sctting up an image af Ma-

d daugh-

hankal for the rememberanee of the deeeased son.®? Gimilarly in 1520, Lugu Bharo of
Patan set up an imag: of Umiamaliesvara in the wall of Siddhesvari temple a1 Banaras and
erected a temple of Visau in Mepal in the memory of his deceased grandson Dev Bharo ,* In
1545, a lady, Amitalaksmi by pame, sel up o golden image of Akasa Bhairava for the rescue
of her deceas d son's soul.#® In the same year s couple on the oceasion of the  initiation of
all the family members made an inn in the memory of their deceased son and daughter.®
Such references are found in many doguments of the peried.

According to the ancient Hindu thought husband and wifc are bound to each other not

anly till death but even after death in the other world. Manu (ix, 102) says that once they
are united by the nuptial ceremony, they must ‘always exert themselves to see that they are
never at variance with each ather and tht they ever remain faithful to edch other.

In the Malla pariod religious rites were performed in the memory of their dead life-
partners. In A D. IEHE Jayasthiti Malla, built » water conduit and also performed a Yajna
in the memory of hts dtceased wafe Ra]nlladcm 17 In A. D. 1392, Jayabhima erected the
famous temple of Kumbhesvara for the rememberance of his deceased wife.*® Similarly, the
Patan Bhandarkhal Inscription of Purandar Sinha dated A. D. {588 records the setting up
of an imege of Laksmi-and the arrangem=not of a -trost for lodging and fooding to a Biah-

. e :

- J

22. D. V. Vairacharya and T.B. Shrestha, DalaKha Ko ditihasik Ruprekio { Kathma-

ndu: CNAS, 2032) p. 88
23, The Patan Guhitvahi inscription of A, D. 1515 = 10
24. Patan Tubahi inscription of A. D. 1576

P [ A
25. Vajracharya and E_.hrcu_thn. ap. ;I_:_. {[. . H]_._p. 69 .

26. The Deupatan Jayabagesvari temple inscription of A. D. 1543

29, The'Deupatan Jayabagesvari \inscription-of A. D.'1388, Yogi'Naraharinath (ed.)

Sanskrit Sandesh, year 1. no. 8, pp. 56-58

28. The Lalitpur Kumbheswar inscription'dated A 'D./1392,¢f. Régmi, op. cit, (£.0.7)

pp. 31-35
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mana women by a husband in the memory of his deceased wife.

But a critical analysis shows that in the medieval society the relation of hujst_m_.'nd and
wife was not so ideal as prescribed in the ancient religious texts, It was on aceount of the
polygamous character of the family whlch was w:dcl;,.l l:urr::nl. in those days. It was ql:lllr.

prevalent in the royal families and was Followed ‘n-_r the H-rl].hm-llnn.E Ksatriyas and even by
Vaisyas who were connected with the palace. ./

According to the ancient Sweriris( ?gjﬁt:mlfkj"u i, 78, Apastamba Grihya Sutra i, 5,17,
12) the primary objective of marriags is the énnjciuu*:i:.r'éit‘.'t'he ‘fa’mi-ilji' and ‘hénce, il the' fitst
marriage of a man does not succeed in this objective he i's" 'pirrﬁitfe;d'tu' marry again even
while the Tirst wife is alive. But despite this qu.ﬁhf:.rmg pruwl.mn pu‘] ygamy was wn:l:!]' pmmi

sed in the medieval period. Nomerous f:mmples- ¢an bz cited from the medicval rl-:-numl:nf.s.

The kings, royal priests, noblemen and other promjnent . persons- Xepl cohcubines. ‘When

King "t'nganarendm Ma’l!a died at the age of 38, his body Wqu cremated along with his 33
wives. He had two more wives, one predectas:;l him and nnnth-cr was not burnt because she
had an infant with her. King Furlluv:udm Halln :ri' Kuphppr Was marn:d wl|th 25 WOmen in

his }'u-ulh 'Wh:n he died at the young age of 24 14 women immolated tl}ﬂnulﬂa on the
fire, The rtma.mmg wife later became .I'il'cuﬂm.ﬂ.rn {gueen mu:r'r.'I:Ltr] But members of the lower
section of the society did not follow tms custom. Mthuugh 1t ,Was mot pmh.tbl.t:d. to- them
they sr:ldum took advantage of thﬂ: pmmcn parl:]:,' &u: o mr:n:uﬂ: wurhu; hands. than hav-
ing a wu'e and partly because of social :nhlmlnpu "' But it was nut 50 cf‘i‘m‘.w: in this grnppr
because the Yikee Samskara of th1! s group provided women jﬁfﬂ:ggbﬁ to divorce and 1o rema-
trya}n:'_l.rt?'ln{:, [se1 1 ST TRt BRI ¥ I S

The: position of-a married wifewaé higher than'that of'a concubine.-Oaly the married
women were supposed to be the source of Dharma, Arthe, Kama and Moksa. The huosband
could practice his Dharma only with his mnmcd wife. Even the Bmhmanai were  strictly
ordered to bring their married wife in any wurshtp ar neremun:,l.‘ﬂ ' - .

The high caste women were not granted the right to divorce. rl}lmru was popular

| a9l D R, Regii, Medieval Wepal, (Caléitta®Firma K! Li"Mokhopadhyaya, 1965)
P- 5,9! o ET I =TT AU R B |

30. Patan Yamsa Gopal Temple Inscription] dated r|5|.'. D. 1680 f 1
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only in the lower section of society. Kirkpatrick records that the Newar women wias at liberty

to divorc: onc man after another on the slightest pretext. 41 A woman could break her marei-

age bond by placing two betal-nuts in her bed while l:mrmg ihe house. She could also get
divoree by placing twe betal-nuis on the chest of her dying husband.** This freed her from

the obligation of observing death 1'.I-1}|:|I.1lit:ln and mourning for a year.

Sati system was widely prevalent in the medieval times! The Brahmanas and the castes
Immedlttclg.r below them, namely the Ksatriyas and some high status Vaisyas, followed this-
practice quite strictly. In the case of all the kings alter their death their wives burnt themse-
Ives on the funeral pyre. We learn from our sourcss that if any woman ailzm pted 1o estzps
from the pyre®® she was either forcibly put to death or counted among the Podyas, the un-

touchable. But women having voung children were permitted not to immolate themselves.

Position of Mathyaha 'in the family:
. As stated above, the Kings, royal priests, noblemen and other rich peoples of the high-
castes could keep as many concubines as they liked, The proganies of such unions were called
Hmmr:r.’m. meaning illegitimate. In the medieval period the position |:_:!' _sur:h offsprings in the
caste hierarchy was often debated. Rules were u;ntﬂﬂ-lﬂﬂﬁ-llf made and revised. In A. D.
1675, King Sriniwas Malla of Patm in consultation with the pricsts and learned Brahma-
nas of the three courts, made a rule showing a vast mﬁ'nr;u:: between the Tapahas (legiti-
mates) and Mathyahas i_'zlltglﬂmnluh Amurdlng to the rule the pﬂnm and gueens became
pnnﬁ:d on the twelflth day after lhu death of M’arh vaka and on rh- thirteenth day they couald
perfrom any ceremony in the palace sush as giving alms to the Brahmanas. But this custom
wag to be observed only by the inmates of the royal palace. The princes who lived outside
the palace and the illégitimate members of the royal family were Lo observe mourning far 45

days. Eidalh. ]

'31. Census of India, 1911 Vol. v part 1. p. 325
1. Ibid

33.
Laksminarayana had escaped from the pyre. The wife of Suvala Punasimba also

ran away from the fire.

34, Regrii. op, cit, ([. a. 5},. p. 289 .01
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Alter 24 years, in A, D, 1699, Srinlwas Malli's son Yognarendra M;:Il.u n:vluzd the
rule. The revision made both types of issucs somewhat equal in status,®s

The Mathyahas were litted into the four major classes on the basis of the social standa-
rds of their mothers. For instance, the progenics of a Bhahmana man and the widow of
the same cast were called Josi or Jaisl, just below the Brahmana in the caste hierarchy. but
in the same priest group. The Josis have also been  described as the progeny of a Brakmana
and a Newar female.” In the case.of the union ol a high caste man with 2 women of a caste
other than the Brahmana but within the touchables the progenies were fitted in the Ksatriya
order and were calied Khatry-Ksatry.”” No high caste man was allowed to marry or coha-
bit with an untouchabl: woman. If he did so he could not retucn to his caste but was absor-
bed into the caste of the women he cohabited with.

Diserimination Ipntwemthu Thyafas :riu:t the Hﬂ:.&y.nhm cin be noticed in the rujes
about the divison of ancestral property. The Mathyahas alsa got a share in the ancestral
property but it was not equal to that of the Thyahas. They gt only one-third share wherzas
the Thyahas got two-third of the property ?® Both were entitled o receive the property of
the other in case one of them dicd issucless.?® '

‘But the Mathyraha issues of a king could not claim the royal thrope. Only the legiti=
mate son  could ascend the throne. If o kiog wus sonless, the daughter was eotitled to exer-
cise the state power.*? | Evendil a king left only illegitimale sons behind -him, they conid not
suceeed him. The rightlul successor in such/a- case would,bs the nearest male heir in kinshiy
.lpnrt from Mathyaka.' In case there was not a single male or fémale heirin the I:mshlp, the

N I TE L Bl =

Hai'l:u ahas could be placed’on the royal thl‘nrlﬂ 4l |

Inheritance : hatys U9 Dhomname ™ Boe (e holla{x® vl
In the joint family s!.rstum o man as an mdmdunl was not 50 1mpnrlan|'. uII Ih= home ~
property beloged to his fﬂﬂ:f:hl]tr! anq Iﬁa prqg*nles '-’.':'} H?r l‘l:tﬁ llq.gﬂ-:lqul”_hlmwlf ;‘Ia.rﬂ.:h

(X111, 38) says that all the members,, crf,a. Jqlnt fqu_gilyl "Iff'.r.“f'f- &, property of the fqlfl.ll:l‘ in

35, The Mulebok inscription of Yognarendra Malla deted A, I.L 1699

16. F. Hamilton, An _.tc.:wumf the Kingdom of Nepal, 33 "' -0 Jwza it
37, B. H. Hodgson, *‘Thé brigin and" clssificatin of the m:lnn.ry tribes  of . Mepal™

Journal of the Bengal Astatic Society Yol. XVI(1848) p. 217571 q Jadi 3k
38. Vajracharya and Shrestha, op, cit. (I. n. 22), p. 68 ULl a0

39, Ihid
b, fhhﬂ] op, cit. tf 0. ISH p.' ‘To2:
41, 7Ihid, P- 103 g .q .2V REOTY

] 1. B bk _:_'.:

¥ 1w o fi 1520 "'"'l:'."J|I.|".| :-F-.
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common, But family could not extend beyond four generations,- alter which . division became

uravoidable and the property was accordingly to be divided. Tha division was L
the futher, mother and sons with an equal shure. It was made in the presence jof the
Panchas® and the band was recorded on a paper, a copy of which was taken by all the shares
hold:rs as a legal record,!® Even inithe rayal family | the division of property was made in
the pr:sence of the Fancha 14 | | :

As we have seen'abové the ?Ifmhj*.ilﬁn.i‘ wete entitled to receive a sharein 'the’ ances
iz 1l ‘propefty, though it was not equal to'the Thyahas. They got ﬂnl? 1/3 whereas 'the ' Tiija-
1 " FETIR )

has got 2j3 ofithe property %o nu b e dyn s

The wife was an'equal partner with her hushand and'sons for a sharedin the: ancestral
praperty. She was also the propristor of allsuch properly as wus given'fo her'by the husband
Gt of Wis Swh carning, and on his‘death she Lalciited i pri:llj:#f'l].' along ‘with ‘her $0hs, 9

For a'daughter’s succession toher father’s or ancestor's property the classical law-give-
rs give different opinions. But in medieval Nepalese socicty it sems that the unmarrizd.  dau- J
ghter claimed a share in the paternal property équal to that:of her brother, She could some-
times get a share equal to that of her brother,*; but:som:timss it was only 1/3 of the:total
property.*® But her claim'was justified ‘only il she - remainéd ;unmarried and attained the age
of 35 years, She lost her ownership of the property if she did not observe life-long celibacy

" She could enjoy her paternal property only if her parents had no -male issue. %0 The dowry

property-obtained from her parents' belonged ‘to her SHeeould sell or give it to -any one. In
A. D, 1551 a, women divided her dowry property among her threg daughters, ,! Not only, the .
property, a princess could claim the royal throne of her, father, if the king left no male issue

behind him. Princess Ha}*akn.rlnvi Rajalladevi and Yogamati are such examples. |, |70l
"'I' 1£d 1 | '..II

-_'i-n_-."'ll" g L brafary) A #6 RE

42, "lpfa]rn-:ha:ya and Shr:slhn?ap £l [f n. 2. p IJl '
""" 43, Recently Mational Archives nf T'-Irpal hns nuhlhhed sur_ﬁ rbeords in 1hru issues

4. Vajracharya and Shrestha, .ﬂ' il (Frn.22)) e 13[ stk bt

S _......-.-.-._.I

43.. Ibid, Du6®; 1 ol henari el Azl A ol ;

46, Rcgmi, op. eit.. ﬂ‘n 5) '.I'dl} s - |
.., 47.| Wajracharya and Shrestha, op. cif. {l’ m. 21],[-" 135 T

48, Ihid, p VAZTLC g (ARALIV A Je¥Vonsiaey shnbakode L e e ek

49, ibid, p. 159 & 128 a1 i pbidzd b wennisoie

50. TIbid, p. 68
51. Mahesaraj pa
{2034 V.5.), p- T8 Bl g My S

ata, “Some words about Mahendra Malla™ (in Nepali) P*'I“.'I‘-'ﬂﬂ":“':::"“- 38
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NeHCA Diary: May, 1947
New Ph. Ds in the department:
Leeturers Peshal Dakial ind Raniesh Kunwar have both completed their B Dy, o,
Indiz under Faculty Devélopment programme, Dahal was awirded the degree In Fébruary

Congratulations and welcome back to the department 1

Excursien note:
A group of 17 Final yr. stidents tompleted a six-week long archacological and expig.

rational tour anid training programme last Febraary. The group was ledby Prof. Rém Nivias
Pandey and Lecturers Peshal Dakil and Digesh Regmi. Exploration of Janakpur's historically
pment:nl areas was the feature of the trip.

Toward Ph. Ds:

According to the Rm:arch Divisiod of the Rector's Office moré bets have be:n put by
NeCHA tcachers luwuds Ph. D. pmgramme thia year, Some have been wﬂﬂung on it.
already and few have entered the race this year. We wish all of them busy but ::rr_am,-; years.
ahmd and hnpe evervone makes it | (On time !!)

Up-mmmg ;

' ‘f','-:nlrai. anartm:u! of NcHCA is mntcm[ﬂahnn on a nnc-l:i'mpmmm to be held
in I{n.lhmlmlﬂ_m July to discuss some controversial historical-culturil issoes. Af ledst four
pﬁ;:;a with their comments will be presented for discussion. NeHCA members and others with
similar interest are urged to make arrangements with the Department to participate in the
programme.

Busy, busy:
The Central Instruction Department facultics are  busy doing host of resesrch at (a2

moment:
1. Prof. Ram Niwas Pﬁﬂdﬂ}'.' Dinesh C. Rﬂsmi;— LE,EUI'Idﬂl'_',l' Hiﬂ-tﬂl’j’ of HCP!I.I. (EH!‘-SJ
2, Drs. Prem Khatry and Peshal Dahal:- Social History of Modern Nepal (fot CNAS'

National History project].
3. Khatry and Dahal have just finished a book on Cultuﬂ It will be_marketed in carly

July. - :
4, Ramesh Dhungel (lecture of NeHCA) hﬂi Jus! pubitshnd a I:l-l:-uk n:m .Ecannm.ﬁ: jistary of
Nepal, dealing with the nm:lunt Hl.'p-uIele Emnumy.
Cooperations (rom nunmrneﬂ_mﬂrnguﬂ expected |

.
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Our Contributors

Prem Khatry :- M. A. (T. U.), Ph. D. (USA), Reader of Nepalese History,
Culture and Archaeology, T. U. Kirtipur.

Peshal Dahali- M. A. (T.U.}, Ph. D. (India), Lecturer of Nepalese His-
! tory, Culture and Archaeclogy, T. U. Kirtipur.

Tirtha Prasad Mishra:= M. A_ (T. U.), Ph. D. (India), Lecturer of History,
T. U. Kirtipur.

Govinda Tandan: M. A. (T. U.), Lecturer of Nepalese History, Culture and
Archaeology, T. U, Kirtipur.

Dilliraj Sharma: M. A. (T. U.) Asst. Lecturer of Culture, CNAS, T. L.

Ranjina Vajracharya:- M. A. (T.U) Asst. Lecturer of Culture, Padma
Kanya Campus, Kathmandu.
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