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Editorial Note

The editorinl board is proud to bring the 1Vth issuc of Nepalese Culture
out. In this issue, we have been nble to draw the attention of and include
quite a few members of the Culture fumily working  at different Campuses
of the University, Because the journal is rightly proved to be a good teach-
ing | study material, in this issue, we have slightly deviated from our carlier
stand on the language, hence more Nepali articles compared to English,

Too, this time we also decided to make the journal look somehow
anthropological by including two ethnographic articles with a view to
introduce, although briefly, some of the backward tribes of the terai of Nepal.
In future we would welcome more of these especially dealing with cultural

aspects of some other tribes.

We thank all the contributors for their cooperation in our attempt to
make the journal a regular feature of the dept. of NeHCA.

The managing editor assumes responsibility for any errors, technical
and otherwise except the ideas and theories expressed by the writers in the

articles.

We wish you all a happy Dasain and a colorful Tihar.

*
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MNepalese Culture
Vol. IV 1984 { 2041 )

The Eco-Cultural Values
of the Last Part of the Malla Period

Aiswarya Lal Pradhanang’

1. Clusster Concept :

While peeping into the last part of Nepal's Malla period, the then history
reveals many things including the Malla monarchs’ trend to develop a kind
of self-reliance. Their approach to self-reliance was precariously a modest
one. Their modest approach was a composite whole, an integrated one, as if
all were under a strategic fortress and that all under a royal umbrella.

As if they sufféred from adequate'space, so there was, callit a cluster of
all, or a composite whole-of the dancing platform to the exquisitely beautiful
place/palace for their deities. Not that the country was ina seismic Zone,
but that their throne was ever shaky, so they kept all things within fourlong’s
distance. The cluster concept avails royal opportunity for supervision, gui-
dance, control and dedication to deities too. The possible hurdle arising out
of insecurity mileage distance, internal palace intrigues, would have been
waived with least time lag.

The bathroom (in all three principalities), the throne (in the Kumari
Chowk of Bhaktapur), the administrative citadels (as in the case of Kath-
mandu), the parlour to meet diplomats ( as in the case of Bhaktapur's Mul
Chowk), the place for penance ( at Patan ), the place for Jast rites of the king
( as in the case of Kathmadu), are all knit together,

There is one quadrangle at Bhaktapur's Taleju ( the esteemed deity, the
Rajya Shree symbolized in the Khadga to gain prowess, who occupies the

* Prof. and Chairman, Economics Faculty, Kirtipur Campus, T. U.
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holy and respected place, up above the ground floor to guard king and king-
dom against the evil design or the belligerents), the Bhairab Chowk', a small
quadrangle named after Bhairab MNath, the perverted Mahadeva ( God of
all gods). The Bhairab Chowk possesses small but fine water source in the
corner. The carpentery works in all four sides, verandah, all as a symbol of

sacrifice of the royal prisoner. Similarly, there are very beautiful e male images
in the east. There is also a small hole covered by n round but movable stone
lid, which, when removed, would give an ever wet place symbolising font of
water brought from Varanashi, The Malla king would daily go to Varanasin

for morning bath through the wet place,

All socio- economic (including politico-religious) activities would con-
tinue but within the four walls erected under, say, town planning, Just as the
roval palace (Layeku) would develop kitchen gardens, horticultural centres
and garden to grow the choicest flowers with ponds for lotus and other water
creatures, the kingdom would have all the market place, the shrines, the pro-
ductions centre of food, vegetables and cloth, over and above pumerous
other home industries of the fibre shoes, pottery works, wood carvings, and
smithies. Every house was an industry. The socio-relgious rites too would
continue in splendid colour, almost every week, if not every day, within the
periphery of the palace premises. The people of the medieval days were fond
of humour, as best depicted in eye-brow raising arts and architecture with
erotic/struts (Tundals ) of the holy temples. There was what is called the wor-
ship of truth, beauty and goodness in the pattern of Greek civilization. Their
sense of beauty is a joy, for ever, for us. If the Chinese have left acounts on the
Lichhavi architecture ( Kailashkuta and the Bhadradhivas ), we still have few
material remnants of the medieval Mallas. The past investment is now a show

piece.
Their sufficiency, except in the war strategy, was alarmingly superb. The

cotton, the subjects grew and people of their periphery grew, would best serve
raw material for the booming handloom industry for the Kathmanduites,

1. Bhairab Nath's upper portion is in Nepal ( Bhaktapur ) and the lower
part is in Varanashi ( the confluence of the Varun and Ashi ). Bhairab
Nath, while witnessing the Bisket Yatra of Bhaktapur, had to lose his

head in the bands of the Tantric of Nepal.
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The whole Kingdom would avail religious fervour, sense of beauty, a for-
tress, demarcating high and untouchable classes, friends and foes,

2. The Economy :

The last part of the Malla period was a period of political vendetia
among the monarchical stoeks of the same ancestor. Yaksha malla was a
farsighted king. He wanted to see how his sons would manage themselves, So
he gave them opportunity to take care of different prticipalities of valley,
Kantipur, Bhaktapur and Patan in a way to train them in administration. But
decades later the valley was divided into three Kingdoms out of the one house
of Yaksha Malla. This led to “beggar my neighbour™ policy, politically, even
if this competition did have some positive impact on the cultural and archite-

-ctural development.

If the last part of the Malla period had not faced political instability, the
then Nepal would have grown stronger from an angle of economic prosperity,
too; but the case was otherwise. Economic stagnancy, however, was not to
the tune of political disturbance, In many edible and non-edible articles of
daily use, they could develop a kind of selfreliance. They developed their own
tools and implements to use for farming, for painting, for carving, for smithy
works, and for ornamentation. The preservation of seeds, the formation of
manure, the threshing, the storage, were such that even in modern days, under
the banner of development, we cannot challenge them. We don't know whe-
ther they did have work division based on casteism on the basis of various
works, the then people performed. Right from drum beaters, garbage lifters,
meat sellers, warriors, carvers, weavers, planters, oil seed crushers, the flower
dealers, farm workers, earthen and metal makers to the worshippers of the
celestial deities all had had (still hold) the different caste names. They did have
a composite society, a society very much knit together. A religious site or the
rite which they observed during post-cremation would necessitate the collabo-
ration of all those beginning from the last layers of the society ( the garbage
lifters, the drum beaters etc) to the topmost, the Brahmins, In time of Tarpan
shradha, the offerings ( Pinda ) would be offered from the choicest but demi-
sed domestic servant to the demised monarch. In that way, all would be kept
in high esteem. The Malla culture, therefore, may be regarded as the cong-
lomeration of many (economy, politics, religion), as an inseperable whole.
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Different constituents of the then Nepalese economy are not different with
those of the present, And they are : Agriculture and its allieds subjects ( land,

watermanagements with weights and measures ), industries ( specially the host
of home industries including crafts), trade (ecntrepot and international),
money (coins and coinages ). Let us have a quick look on some of these

aspects.
Agriculture,

The farmers of the Malla period seemed to have very much agrecd with
culture of the soil: so their response to the structure of the soil would bear
fruits, because of manuring ( mostly by compost ), seedling. transplantation,
betterbeds, temporary fencing, water managements through the royal canals
( Rajkulo ), and the most important factor was the strict supervision of the
standing crops, repairs of the canals. The hardships because of sun and
showers. were confronted with least murmurs. They did not encroach upon sil-
vicutural areas to have a natural balance berween man and species (animate
and inanimate creature }. The river beds of the Vishoumati, Bagmati, Mano-
hara were under intensive farming. Soil was made cultivable by manure, waler,

etc. Productivity was high. Water supply was regulative; its violation was
punishable. Reipar of canals was compulsory. Supervision was a necessity.

Rice, onion, soyabeen, vegetable, citrus fruits, were plenty, even if the
then Nepal, as applied to Kathmandu Valley, now, has faced frequent
. cufficiencies unless the periphery would supplement the edibles. During the
reign of last Malla monarchs, the essential supplies- because of economic
blockade as a strategy to create troubles imposed on Nepal- had become
acute; even the trade routes were affected adversely: The MNepalese traders
aspired for desperate bid for political rapproachment or reconciliation bet-
ween the Malla and the Gorkha Kings. Insome publications, so much has
been written that the Nepalese national traders became anti-nationals so as to
pave way for complete take-over of Nepal by the Gorkha King, as to have
unstinted, free, trade routes with Tibet. Trade gapsand food scarcity were
found to be in existence in the late Malla Nepal.

Animal husbandry was not in its buoyancy.

The state of - land management may ‘be cited by (1) division of land
among different classes, viz, the government, the tillers, the landlords, There
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1.\::1!: the Guthi land, the land dedicated to relgious or philanthropic causes;
(2) the land had boundary explicitly made clear in the record section; (3) the
receipt (termed as ‘Lesyn’) was issued. Feudal order was supreme,

As Suki, Dama, Mohar ( more of silver ) prevailed in the Nepalese
monetary world, so were *‘Phuchhi’, Kuchhi, Tyochhi, Manika ( eight manas,
two manas, four manas, one mana) in weights of the edible grainfliquid subs-

:angcﬁ. The Ropani, Kalchhi, Banpi were units of measuring arca of the
and.

Revenue -

The Piing was the country, country meant the king, as it wasa saying
al one time- “Bhimsen was Nepal and Nepal was Bhimsen (Thapa)™.
So the state expenditure was in hundreods, least in thousands. or in lakhs.
The national exchequer did not need more money due to least state welfare
measures and smallness in size of the kingdom. The then fabulous develop-
ment of arts, architecture, the performance of the drama, amply show
the then economic prosperity and love for fine arts. We clip our lips,
raise our brows, forget, for the moment, our feet on earth when we keep
ourselves in a pensive mood towards the lattice, towards the verandahs,
towards the struts and towards the pillars, towards the entrance of the
Royal palaces.

The important sources of the then Nepal's revenue were land, customs,
excisefreclaimation ( of the fallow land ) and resettlement, Last, but not the
least, was mint for oneself and for the Tibetan region. It would be redundant if
we say that the Nepalese money market, because of its confluence of different
trading nationalities, reminds us of London Money Market. The money min-
ted by the Mallas was in free circulation in Tibet. Tibet sent sliver, gold,
for Nepal's mohars.

Industries :

Second to food is the cloth requiring ‘high mass consumption’. And this
‘cloth of course, if coarse, was made in Nepal. For this, every home was with
handloom, cotton was grown inand adjacent partsof Nepal and served
steady market of Nepal. The cloth oven and spun, got market within and adja-
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cent parts of Nepal. Every daughter in time of her marriage was to be given
weaving and spinning, applinnces to weave so that she could spin for herself
and for her husband and kids, though there was snag because of the Banarasi
Sari, Muslim Dhaka was also in use among people of well-to-do classes.

The embroidery like wood and metal carving was in fabulous condition
There was what is called a town planning, a plan to make eity very beautiful
decorating, installing picturesque buildings, temples, water taps, inns in the
most artistic way. Sankhu, Thankot, Bhaktapur, Kathmandu, Patan were
home of cottage industries of various kinds. Simplicity in behavior, in outfit,
in food habit was maintained but cultural thinking in terms of religion, cons-
truction was sublime and superb.

The cane crushing, the rice milling, oil crushing, the pottery, were there
to meet daily necessities. People of high class did have their own wells, rice
milling ( Dhiki ), weaving, kitchengardens etc.

Handicraft works such as the curio-makers were 1n plenty. So specially
the Tibetans could be provided with metallic utensils, statues, bells, thankas
termed as Biswachakra - the globe under one with all creatures, animate

and inanimate.

Trade :

Trade was ao aid to the then Nepalese economy. Its buoyoncy at Kath-
mandu because of Nepal's service as entrepot between India and Tibet, awe-
fully active at the northern borders, paved way for special trade depots at
Lhasa for different nationalities of the divided Nepal. All currencies of the
divided Nepal, more so of Bhaktapur, were in circulation in Tibet. Kaji
Bhim Malla led Nepal’s trade at climax, though Bhim Malla died an unna-
tural death on way to his own palace office.

The Gorkha traders had selling depots at patan as the Nepalese craftsmen
and traders did get welcome in Gorkha. There were warehouses of the

Nepalese traders at Birgunj and Patoa ( India ). The Battiskothi Mahajans
were no less fumous than the Lombards of England.

The paper, hides. cloth, timber, metallic wares, the thankas, cereals
Indian spices and mohars were items of Nepal’s exports to Tibet in return
for Tibet’s wool, musk, yak-tail, gold, silver and herbs,

0

o
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There was demand for the Nepalese goods; the Nepalese expert services
( e. g. Arniko with his troups ) too were in demand; there was exchange of

the Buddhist scholars. Nepalese had to run religious schools both at home
and in Tibet. The religious intercourse between Nepal and Tibet was the
silver ray which shone brightly over the dark cloud hovering above the
Malla sky toward the last days of the Malla monarchs.

Political instability at home did not have much disturbed commercial
stability abroad.

An epilogue :

If there were no family troubles of Ranajit Malla, no courtiers’ intrigues
and cliques against Jaya Prakash Malla, po terrorised tortures from the six
Pradhans at Patan, the eco-cultural hﬂﬂutl.- would have definitely added
more peacock feathers on the Malla crowns.
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Children in Culture : A case study of Bungmati

Prem K. Khatry®

As one of the oldest Newar settlements of Kathmandu Valley, Bungmati,
lying some five kilometers south of Patan, preserves several interesting aspects
of traditional Newari culture. In this short essay, an attempt is made to see
one aspect, namely, the child life of this small town, known in the histery as
Bugayugrama_ or the village of Bugayu,

Strol anywhere through the narrow, stone-paved streets, chowks and
squares of Bungmati, you come across bunches of joyful Newar children of
different age groups playing, balls, jumps and even dices and cards. During
the day, small children keep walking back and forth in front of the house and
play while bigger ones could be seen indulged in playing cards, paincha (a type

of dice played with peach seeds halved) or taking care of their younger sibs.
Many small girls not only take care of their sibs but also are seen weav-
ing carpets with bigger girls. For those interested in the study of any aspect
of child life Bungmati presents several fascinating facets in the premise of
a traditional Newar culture,

A locally taken 1983 census gives the total population of proper Bung-
mati to be 3038. It excludes the three village panchayat wards that lie out
of the Newar settlement, Out of this figure, children aged one to ten are
743. This figure however could be accepted only with some amendment
today. The other age group children are shown in the following table:-

Children age one to ten males females total
386 357 743
Children up to 15 yrs 567 556 1123

* Lecturer, NeHCA Instruction Committee, Research Scholar.
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Although the number ofchildrenis large, the number of school going children
is rather small. Of the two elementary schools -- one run by the government
and the other run privately == the former has a tolal population of 265 out
which only 45%, come [rom the town of Bungmati. The second one, a priva-
te English type school has 120 children in which all except a few are from
Bungmati. This latter figure is impressive on lwo counts -~ first, the people
of Bungmati are desirous of giving their children better education the
government clementary school is not capable of; and second, because of
geographic cultural, and political reasons the English type school has not
attracted children from other non-MNewar villages of the same village
panchayat, Bungmati.

The low enrolment at the government elementary school keeps literally
hundreds of school aze boysand girls ont of school. Asked, the parents
gave two rcasons for this; a) sending chilrden to school 1s beyond their
economic means and, b) the children help care for their younger sibs, do
minor household chores and are thus economically important for the family.
By age ten or so, girls begin to go to carpetry and a little later boys also start
wood-carving profession if they like and thus children of both the sexes get
involved in cash earning trades more directly. If not, girls do household
chores and boys do minor agriculture works in the field or earn wages thro-
ugh various labor works. The first argument that school is getting expensive
all the time and that poor people find it impossible to send ‘their children to
school is partly faulty. Asked to verify this, the school teachers told this
writer that there isa nominal entrance fee for the new-comers and a few
rupees for the non-governmental publications that school often manages to

bring and sell in order to relieve the parents of having to go to the city for
a book or two. Most books are however government publications and are
freely disttibuted to all. The tuition fee is free up to the fifth grade. So, where
lies the validity of the argument that parents cannot pay the expenses at
school 7 It is actually the economic value of children that keeps them away
from the schools. At home, they take care of few chores depending on their
age and sex. Those who send children to school are reluctant to do so for
female children. This has beena commen practice although :the history of
regular school in Bungmati is more than two decades old. Today, after more
than two decades, the number of school attending. girls remains very low.
Only 8-92/, at the government school and.-12 at . the lenglish elementary
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school. Till age nine or ten, most Bungmati girls do house-sitting and baby
sitting for their sibs and a few years later join the ever increasing number of
carpet weavers. Boys similar age do few domestic chores, help agricultural
work and go to wood-carving business. A sexual division ndl' work haﬂt&
on the traditional maxim ‘boys follow fathers’ foolsteps and g!:ls mothers
is very much true today also. What is the use of educating girls, is the general
Counter question posed to any inquirer,

Children raised up in the family environment are socialized to yndcr-
stand and internalize this reality of culturally patterned sexual division of
work as well as privileges in family and the /community. The only strong
argument provided to support the boy’s prefered, dominating status over the
female child in the Newar family of Bungmati is that boys are responsible to
continue family profession, earn a living for the family and preserve the Ne-
war culture tradition by becoming members of the community whereas the
girls ‘elope’ to other families when they come of age. The girls do not dese-

rve investment for their education and other trainings even when a family is
capable of doing so. So far, then, just a handful families realize it useful to

give atleast some education to the girls. One reason for this is that they lack
good models in the village, Tlhere are, some say, models on the oppo-
site side only, Parents responded that it is indeed essential to control the fem-
ale child till she is 13 or 14 lest she goes wild and vagabond like x and vy two
girls who have at early years lost moral character. Implied is the notion that
school could provide girls more freedom thap the family at a time when they
need more control,

Regarding the health of the children of Bungmati, several fatal diseeases
used to attack the children here till not too distant past. They include mease-
les, small and chicken poxes, dysentry, diarrhea, cholera and many other small
and big diseases. The only known, available and practiced method of cure
was to consult the local knowledgeable ( jaume ) person: so called because
he elaimed to know the cause and cure of varities of diseases of the day. The
janne used to apply several supernatural cure methods to heal the patient.
Because of the Jack of proper medical help, many children in the past died
in their early ages, most around or before !their fourth of fifth birthday.
Today, however, knowledge of personal hygiene and health care, however
elementary it is, and access to and faith in the modern medical facilities have

drastically reduced the child mortality rate, Some of the above mentioned
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diseases do still persist and ehildren fall victims to them cvery year during
the late spring and the summer. There were at least Tour casulties during the
research period of about five months. Of them, two died of measeles one of
severe stomach problem and one of s dden attack of fever and stomach
pain. It should not be taken lor granted that old cures are totally for-
gotten and that new methods ure curing the children of Bungmati. People's
faith in the traditional curc and o few curers themsleves still exist in Bung-
mati. The general tendency today is that they go to see and consult the local
janne or the vaidya first and then to the healthpost. Only the wise would not
linger much around the vaidya if he finds the case serious and would
quickly have the dosa, if any, removed from the patient’s person so as to have
quick and positive effect of the modern medicine and then will go to the
healthpost or hospital. But consult he will the vaidva first. These people hold
one jannefvaidya responsible for the tragic death of at least 400 children
during the time of his 25 years? practice. The figure could be exaggerated but
such practices are proved dangerous. This particular janne’s methods, they say,
have been to take the patient under treatment and not to allow him/her look
for other possible helps even if the janne failed to cure the paitent, Denial to
comply with the janne’s instruction regarding the handing over of the patient
to him would make him furious and he used to send the patient back. Unfor-
tunately he still does s0. So people, out of their faith on him, do not want
to ignore or antagonize the vaidya at any cost. Children have died literally
right on the lap of this vaidya. Others are no better either and there is noth-
ing to check this dangerous practice that has been responsible for the death

-of many children of Bungmati.
Several squares, street corners and open yards of Bungmati serve as play

centers for the children of different areas and age groups. There are three
such large, open spaces where dozens of children play and the adult bask and
work, These places are—Jawalakhel, Cholnani and the Matsyendranath
temple area. Of other places where kids gather together after or before school
or work at home are corners of Bailhi, Sat tole, the flrst cross-road at the
Kota tole and Bhuppa. The Kasai children have their own place next to
their settlement at Pahuli tole, Small children everywhere are seen mostly
near their houses or tole.

Bungmati children engage in varions games some of them handed down

from the ancient period. Lathikasais one such old time game children of
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Bungmati : barechhui ceremony

Buogmati are still fond of playing with equal, zeal, interest and participation,
Most girls play rope while boys play balls, skipping the rope and a new
game called STOP. [t was oberved during the research that children observe
the rules of territoriality in their play activities. Except for festivals and cer-
monies when kids from all parts of the town gather together, a child belonging
to one play and residential area and group does not go to other areas and gro
ups. For example, the Maharjan of Sat tole would hardly if ever come to play
at the Matsyendranath or the deval tole or for that matter the Jawlakhel tole
children will not normally come down to Bhunna, Kota tole or Bailhi
tole except for wisiting their relatives, Asked about the reason, Asha Shakya,
10, of Kota tole said children of other toles and-areas. tepd to fight even
without a valid issue or a reason if they meet other children: in their areas.
But such instances were not noted during the research. Yet tole children are
found to play together: in their areas. Mostly boys do not. get along with
other area boys according to,parents. For. gigls, there is. no_such problem
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Qil massage in the sun

although girls do not indulge in games like the boys do. Except for their
friendship at school, children thus remain relatively indifferent and uofamili-
ar to other play areas. Although they demonstrate sexual differences in the
matter of playmate selection, neighborhood boys and girls were observed
to play together, This could be only a chance yet Sat toleand the Pahuli Kasai
children did not show apparent sexual differences in certain games. In other
areas only small boys and girls were seen playing together. Their age ranged
from one to five or so. After five, they show sex preferencesin playmate
selection. Most of the time the games are led and dominated by senior
players either boys or girls depending on the pature of the game. Parents
agreed that games help children remain engaged while they are away at work
and also games make children friendly and frank to each other. At school
games are conirolled and supervised by the teachers so children are benefitted
much by games when they learn important qualities such as discipline, shar-
ing ¢ things, friendship etc. Children not attending school enjoy much
freedom at home and learn these qualities very rarcly, During the day, most
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fathers go out 1o work and mothers find it diflicult I;ﬂ?ﬁ":;‘;‘ﬁhildun-
especially, prowing boys Some mo hers were seen 10 fe terent 1

v ; ung boys then engage in varig,,,

what their children do or don’t do. Many ¥o _ et
tvpes of bad habit such as playing cards nnd other forms of mmlagamhhn!'

The seriousness of their prowing bad hihit is not feit by most parents ang

the entire community or so did this rescarcher think. N
Bungmati preserves and perpetuates the old, traditional Newar culture in

form of art, architecture, religious festivals and feasts, family as well as comp,
unal rites and rituals and ubove all, the social structure based on Newar

ritualism and religious faiths, Children by age ten or 50 begin to understang

and internalize the simple facts reluted to their culture, Aninterview wig

about sixteen children —both boys and girls of different age groups belonging
to different socio-economic strata - showed that children internalize the
simple meaning of initiation ceremonics, the ideas of highand low caste
status, the meaning of guthi organizations and their functions, and few family
and community rites and rituals, Boys than girls of similar age group showed
more knowledge on these areas of social life. Very few bhad made up their
mind about the goals in life. Of them, those not attending school said when
they grow up they would take up work in the family field or go out to work
as labors—a common practice in Bungmati, Most children said mothers were

the actual disciplinarians in the family,

Cooclusion

Bungmati, inkabitied by Vajracharyas, Shakyas, Brabmacharyas, Tula-
dharas, Maharjans and other ethoic groups is predominantly a Buddhist
settlement. Naturally, there are several rites, rituals and festivals celebrated

both at family and at community levels during the year. Matsyendranath,
Karyavinayak Ganesh and Bhairab are the major deities of the area, During
the process of growing up in the family, the children of Bungmati learn to
take part in the religious activities, festivals and celebrations. Caste guthis
have kept different Newar communities united all through the history of the
place. The younger generations grow up realizing the importance of this typical
Newar socio-ritual institution. On several occasions the children aod the
youth of Bungmati were seento take part inrites and festivals, The old
generation however is skeptical about the younger generation’s commitment
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to sustain and perpetuate the culture and cultural tradition of Bungmati.
They feel that today’s youth are showing less and less interest in religious
activities which sustain the traditional lifestyle of the settlement, Will H:_war
culture with all its old traditional ways and values continue 7 My observation,
although premature and personal, is that despite some changes in the outlook,
not all the old values and old ways are disregarded by the young generation of
Bungmati. There is certain continuity in cultural tradition amidst some changes
in material and to some extent social life of Bungmati. Change agents such as
transport system, massmedia, school etc, have entered here. Yet much that is
seen under going change is surfacial in nature. Children as carriers of culture
are raised up in traditional ways and remain in the familial context unexpn&t:d
to modern ways of life till certain age; even exposure to the neighboring
cities like Patan and Kathmandu comes quite late in the life of the children
here. There is no concerted effort made by parents to expose their children to
new ways of life, ways they themselves are not used to. Nor is there an easy
escape from traditional ways learnt in the family atmosphere to modern ways
that are only casting their prime, dim shadows from Kathmandu to outlying
Newar settlements such as Bupgmati. It is a settlement inhabited by an old
people with rich cultural tradition, people who like to perpetuate the tradi-
tion and yet catch the air of changing time. This notion is apparent in their
-aspiratiens and attempts to socialize .their children in this direction, And,
socialized children are their assets to be depended upon to carry the message
for tomorrow.

Kathmandm
Aug. 14, 1984
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Three Medieval Inscriptions from Kathmandu

Sukra Sagur Shrestha®

Three inscriptions discovered from different places are presented here-
with. The first inscription ' isfrom Imanani Ason Tole and was put
on the entrance to the Chowk of Imanani and was quite vulnerable to
destruction as it was lying on the path covering a small drainage. The
size of the inscription issmalland the script used there is medieval. The
inscription was taken out from there and deposited in the collection of

Department of Archaeology.®

The text of the Imanani Inscription-

Smteg geaq 0 (@A) WE gfa 93 @
7 afg wig= |q1 /47 1 Tl
firrrs qEIpaTE 11 ST S

z witg 2asq | fawa TR g

The second inscription is from the courtyard of Baghbhairav temple
complex in Kirtipur. It was established by a family of Bharos after offering a
very nice wooden Toran and some pinacles to the Baghbhairav, The Torana,
if washed in scientific procedure, will prove a masterpiece of the Malla
ft. The Torana contains the main figure of Bhairav at the middie
and Astamatrikas and their consorts around. Eqally magnificent are the figu-
res of the Dragons added to the Torana. The artistic value of the Torana
could well be compared with the execution of the famous Chhusyavahal

wooden cra

—

+ M. A. final student, NeHCA Instruction Committee, Kirtipur, T, U,
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difference is in subject matter. This

wooden Tora : du. Onl :
na of Kathmandu, Only bal the later being of NS

Torana is 11 years older than the one of Chhusyava . :
793. It is kept above the shrine of Hiphadya, where the animals are sacrificed.
But the inscription is thrown in the courtyard and not 1r!'15t3“'3d properly.
The size of the inscribed portion is 20 » 24 ecms. and tiny fiigure :}frﬂh:‘-nrav is
also carved on top of the inscription. The inscription was I}f”_‘JE 'ﬂ“dF the
Bhavani Shankar temple within the courtyard when the rubbing of it was

tken.

Ashtamatrika and Ashtabhairav Torana Inscription-

9. F AR 1 LAY WG (| HUIEG FFEEAT 9sR
3. ®iegugen 1 FgIeai fqat aafqaaas

3. fafged, ageafaaat sagig naara

¥. WM WITE A A grHad wrd, fqee 1

y. wArd, gy o () mmam . L wmoar
% TP AR WIT T .. AT (WD) AR AT
w. faso wi€l, fwazm wrad, wifaom ard, foa
T. FOU WIEL LA qAg | o A s eI 3
. @ wraqfa agea (vasr) so% fafanae =6t
qo. =l = AATET G165 AT ATEAT AT

99. AFHRTIIAF . . . . . . AA OIF
93. @ gequiigla arsr g4 o ga /Al )
S AP U AT

q¥. gg@ Azfag @ gATOE W (% a9)
qy. Wi, (Famm) @ @reh, ;0 . L. 9T, g1EEE Wi

q%. foragom |19l . .. q1v9 99 @AY (g) 9q
qu. 1 =1 = =Te AT Zaeh agivay wawan

qc. gavl ead () g TFTG A 11 gAFE 0

The third inscription is a copper plate Tamasuk (a bond) explaining the
selling of a piece of land by Yog Prakash Malla, the king of Patan to a certain
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tayastha Ananda Ram DusY. Vishnu Malla is shown here as a witness of the
rocess of selling of land. The area of the land was 20 Ropanis and was
sold for 630 Rupeces in NS 846 Pousha. The size of the copper plate 1s 74 = 194
ems. The Royal Nishana is stamped on top of lelt corner.

The Texi-
9. =mfea 1 oft wifmanfaafa sgrosfaas = & sodgew qea
3. S¥ AIFAEA AFORAOA ®raws saraw v are smifagd
3. 1 Faegraradd o w6t foat aiswm sioagear seva gaaa =i
¥. TrAlET gurenmal 2 feroa, oaests @t afas Qa|ia 30 0@
Y. TF AT AN FIT gAqeq WO AENFA HIgT 61 GrA=T
% %= aEmaifamad sramae Ft faFa gmaa g3, 3
w. T =il oo wem awman graq oy qtagon aaFai faeat =t = @qa
=. & fammEar vara faag o fefas Wialeg 0 ga o e 0 gu-

Foot—notes

1. The information of the inscription was given by Miss Chiranjivi Prabha,
student of 2nd Year in the Department of Mepalese History, Culture
and Archaeology of Tribhuvan University (Kirtipur Campus) and was
deciphered by Shankar Man Rajvamshi. Therefore special thanks go to

both of them.
2. After the information had been received by us, our group (Mukunda

Raj Aryal, Govind Tandon and the author) went there on 22nd day of
Jestha 2040 B.S. and took rubbing copies and later the inscription was
handed over to the Department of Archacolgy, HMG. It is at present in
collection of the said Department,

3. The inscription is reproduced here with the kind permission of Mr,
Gopal Amatya, Ex-Pradhan Pancha of Bagh Bhairav Panchayat of
Kirtipur. The inscription is in possession of him. The author is grateful
to him for the permisson and therefore special thank goes te him.
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