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Editorial Note

Although Nepal isa small country from the points of its
territory and population, it has contributed a lot to the world
culture. Plato's ideal of “Philosopher kings” could be possible in
no other country of the world except Nepal. Before 1000 B.C. it
was an ideal centre of Vedic and Upanisadic learning. King
Janaka and Maharsi Yajnavalkya attracted the attention of all
the learned men of the time by their spiritual achievements.
Several orthodox systems of Hindu philosophy hagl their founda-
tionin this land of Pasupatinatha. In the sixth century B. C. the
world witnessed the birth of the greatest lover of humanity, the
Buddha, in the Tarai region of this country. Bhrikuti is credited
for having spread Buddhism in Tibet.

Western educational system has been helping us in le&rning
science and technology without which our economic development,
the primary need of our socicty, can not be possible. But it has
been also, to some extent, responsible for creating wrong impres-
sion on the minds of our youths. Under this educational system
we have been putting too much emphasis on the theory of evolu-
tion according to which we started our career from barbarous
stage and are moving towards progress and peace. In reality, we
are not opposed to this theory of evolution ( krama vikasa ); but,
then we also believe in another theory known as the theory of
involution (krama-sankocha). History is nothing but the “record
of the unfoldment ( sristi ) and involvement ( pralaya ) of the
Universe. To think ol the cteation out of nothing would be

without any foundation.
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Another serious defect of today’s t}li"kiﬁg is that we pyy :
much emphasis on the idea of competition i:‘-'-"f materialistic
achievements: and it scems to be a fact that sufficient progress i
made through this spirit. Dut we should not ignore one it |
point that competition gives birth to the idea of feaf and hatred
and ultimately it leads a nation to war and dﬂ"i’ilﬂlﬂ.tll.‘_.}r?.. Our seers .
were always opposed to the principle of Bﬂrﬂpﬁl}tlﬂn and laig
stress on co-operation and fellow-feeling. They claimed without
any fear of contradiction that only through the spirit of sacrifice
( tyaga ) and co-operation could the cherished ideal of life b
attained :

Even when we have forgotten several important basic ideals
of our life as a Tesult of which several ills are found in our society,
we possess a vast store of our rich cultural heritage. In this age of
fear and rivalries, if Nepal can dare to soothe the frayed brain
nerves of the people of the world, it is only through its ideals of
spirituality and culture. To do scientific research work in this field
is, thercfore, a great desideratum. With this idea in mind the
teachers of the Nepalese History, Culture and Archaeology Instru-
ction Committee had been thinking for a long time to publish a
journal where these researches would find a place.

We express our sincere thanks to the Dean of the Institute
of Humanities and social Sciences, Tribhuvan University, for the
financial help without which bringing out this issue would not
have been possible. Thanks are also due to all the contributors of
the articles to this journal,

Constructive criticism would always be highly appreciated.
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On The Antiquity Of Nepalese Culture

- Bhuwan Lal Pradhan

Better known to the adventurous mountaincers all over the world as
the land they are attracted to wvisit in order to get on Mt. Sagarmatha,
the highest peak in the world or to the devout Buddhist pilgrims coming
from Buddhist countries to pay their homage to Lumbini Park, the
birth place of Lord Buddha, who as far back as twenty five hundred
years ago preached the tenets of love, psace, compassion and universal
brotherhood, Mepal is a small country hidden on the lap of mighty Himalayas,
lar from the sea and iselated from the outside world. Nevertheless, the rich
heritage of culture which her people possess is always a source of attraction
and delight for any visitor who is possessed of a keen aesthetic temperament.

As stated above, a4 tiny country with hills and mountains, lakes and
rivers, valleys and plains, fields and forests-it presents a sublime grandeur
that easily enchants any visitior from outside. Thus bounteously favoured
by pature it has remained the habitat of highly developed civilisation
for thousands of years, Its hard physical features have, of course, made
an indelible imprint on our ways of hard life we are forced to live. Our
people from the high hills up t> the Tarai plains have come to possess
8 keen sense of what is beautiful, peaceful and worthwhile for full
enjoyment of life. Maturally the different tribes living at the foot of the
perpetually smow-capped mountains have a way of their life which vut-
wardly seems to have very little in common with the inhabitants of the
low -.ra}!lcyl along the river basins in the middle or in the fat terrain
lands in the south where rich paddy fields extend alongside dense forests
But the history of Nepalese culture is a story of these various irihn;
of people who, inspite of their climatic diversity, have jointly waged a
long, long struggle for the smooth growth of a comnon unified culture
Their Common aspiralions lor peace and plenty, for progress and hett :
nrospects of life-for whose materialisation they are ready to bear .
hardships run through all their ereations of culture, This flux any
culture, therefore, was started not to-day or yesterday, but
human habitation in the Himalayan regions, That
th?l.t the civilisation and culiure of Nepal
Himalayas may be only as old as thase of

of our
is a5 old as the
is why to suppose
lying on the lap of the
the Indo-Gangertic plains
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" which were raised
Himalayas will be
ELIf.

by the Indus

\antamount fo saying that the earth is older than ¢y, *
an ;

ives n good hint at the antiquity of ooy
ayan and Mahabharat Ranges must pay, o
ts of early wild animals and the habitag, |

of carly men. Dr. Joshi who came to Nepal in the hope of finding stgne

weapons of carlymen has claimed i 1962 to have noticed remnapyy

of Holocene rivers in this region. Again the discovery of some gtone

artefacts such as sxe, hand-axe, ’?hDFF"i_ :;pr::r "_] 1967 along the
banks of the Marayani in Nawal-Parasi region is worlh consider.
ing in this context, Similarly, in 1970 two pieces ef neolithic weapang
were discovered by the Archaeological Department in Hangdewa, Taplejung,
[t is generally nccepted that the neolithic age is from ten to twelve thousand
years old and the preceding period belongs to the paleolithic age. The
Archacologi Department also claims to have found out stone-age
weapons iu Tibrikot in 1975, The Tribhuwan University team that explored
the south-west region in 1976 found in the south of Tulsipur a thing
jaw, the tooth of an extinct clephant, a crocodile spine, one metre long
vartebral piece of fish etc, Asthe Shiwalik Range is regarded as 120,00,000°
years old these [ossils are suggested to have been Hindreds: of ihbieard
years old. Further, the existence of innumerable natural caves and - -'e'
grotlos  throughout the length end breadth of the WEEEHE L ?.lm~_:,,
prove that they had been the shalters of early ‘men. The Archasolos? :
gy DepannT:nt isell has opined a few years ago that some of lhm?
caves contain traces of early human habitation,

R AT

This g:ngmphicul facl B
culture. Presumably, the Himal
been in different ages the resor

The above realistic facts indicate the a
men in several parts of our country,
the remote antiquity of Nepalese culture,
of a place named Hadeppa in Rawadumri
use of some Kirati words such asg .
[which is interpreted as ‘my*
revenue office or court, *darg’ or *

ppearance ol early stuhE:hLE_FI-._:

which ' consequently assert -
On the ground of the existence, 3
East No., 3 and the continued
‘kelat,’ “lahat, ‘malut’, ‘Mohanjodadro’
¢ans mother, ‘han' means king, ‘jo’ ﬁﬂiﬁf‘
2do’ means mansion thereby meaning he -

revenue ofice or court of king* ,IM’
E'sm : vl
the Mohenjodaro-Harappg il other] Naradamuni Thulung arguzsut.hal?.

isation of : P

“"i:f ‘11‘;“ the Aryan civilisation in the I:Eu::nd‘;s- W”ﬂt “;c ﬂpt-cgééi:g' |
part of th T R R plains must have C0- 2
¢ Kirati civilisation which flourjsheg along the whole Himals j'i'ﬁ"g 4

1



https://digital-camscanner.onelink.me/P3GL/g26ffx3k

3
On The Antiquity OF ...

Ranges from earlicr times. The Malabharat story of Ekalabya and
Dronacharya also points oul that up to the Mahabharat times the
Kiratos along the Himalayan Ranges remained wide apart from the

Arvans in the plains below,

Anyway, coming down to the hislorical times we find that about
the seventh and sixth century before the Christian era the Himalayan
region was developing n fine civilisation under the Kiratas while the
foothills and valleys below were inhabited by their own kinsmen, who,

while adopting te surroundings, dropped off some features of th1¢ir
primitive eithnic oflinity. About this time in the Kathmandu valley a Kirat

off shoot of people who called themselves Nepars were flourishing.

The Nepars, in course of time, came into contact with Danuwars
(fishermen by calling) and Kumhales (potters by callings), who had gained
access into the valley after having climbed the hills along the banks of
rivers. These Danuwars had gradually moved from the plains northward
along the Bagmati and Kamala and eventually reached the valley of
Mepars. In this regard Baburam Acharya says the following:

L SR The Danuwars brought the light of Aryan civilisation into
the valley. The MNepars too. in due course of time, went with Danuwars
as far down as the capitals of Magadha and Briji......... The people of

the then Magudha wused to pronounce ‘L' for ‘r". Hence *‘Nepar’
came to be spoken as “Nepal." Eventually the land of the Nepars was called
Nepal........ Subsequent to their contact with the Aryan civilisation the
Nepars organised themselves into a nation and succeeded in setting up
a state in the wvalley, which extended north-south from the Shiwapuri
Hills to Chandragiri Hills and east-west from the Sanga Hills to Bhim-
dunga Hills......... Ths happened earlier than the fifth century before

Christ.”
[The Poornima MNo, 32]

The above remark of Baburam Acharya is supported by the Buddhist
work, ‘Moolsarwastiwad vinayasutra', wherein jt is stated that Bhikshu
Ananda came to the valley in company with a group of traders, The
reference to this incident also proves (hat the Kiratas of the valley '

(Whom Baburam Acharya calls nguﬁ:, had : o T
Etown a fine ¢ o
long belore the Buddha, ivilisati n
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4
; ars de
ich the Nep imitive Ncpalese culture” gy,

regurded ns the prll 1 .
inﬂluis articles-*Ancicnl Nepal and its culture’ gpg

lture’.

“The culture wh
time may be verily
Baburam Acharys
‘Nepal's Ancient Primitive cu

aceepls Acharya's view and further adds,

ofrom the times of Kiratas Nepal developed distinctive, original systems

i i te (i@ .. 10 spite of the fact that the
of economic, social and religious ;
racial and national life was considerably consolidated and  developed

during the Lichehhavi period its foundation had been laid in .the Kirati
times centuries before the Christian era began.........That is why the
Kirati rule, whercfrom the history of Nepal dawns, cannot be by-passed,
The rule of Kiratas is definitely the beginning of Nepalese culture,”

Balchandra Sharma, 100,

With this pristime culture of Nepal came from timete be intermin.
gled Aryan influenzes which entered into the valley from the south
and the west. The long period of tims taken by this blending processes:
can be divided into three different ages-ancient, medieval and modern.

Of the influsnces that were incorporated into the WNepalese culture
during the ancient times those that the Danuwars and Kumhales brought
in from their contact with the Brijis and Mallas was the first inflow of
the Aryan civilisation. These events belonged to the Bth or 7th Century
B.C. Later, the immigration of Shakyas in large numbers from Kapil-
vastu following the Widudabha massacre is also an important facter of
racial blend of original inhabitants with the new-comers. It is suggested
not without reason that the aborigines of the valley learnt the use of
rice from the Shakyas and thereafter only the cultivation of paddy
started Im:_‘r:l. The enlightened teachings of Buddhist preachers who happ-
ened to visit the valley or stayed on here after the life time (563 B.C-
483 B.C.) of Buddha, especially, of the team sent by emperor h!.i;ku
about 230-28 B.C. might have to a certain extent illumined the valley
people. Then followed the influx of enlightened Lichchhavis during the

first century of the Christian era, The Abhirs who came during the

reign of Lichchhavi King Basanta Devg (about 540 A.D, ) further add-

ed Aryan colour to the primis
Ty Primitive ¢ : ; 4
chhavi influsnces the Nepalese ulture, With the admixture of Lich-

Kirato-Aryan culture,

C5

veloped in the valley about ;"

culture grew intg what might be called

a
il
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On The Antiguity Of ........ 5

Almost immedintely after the rule of Basanta Deva the medieval age
of Mepalese Culture began and continued up to the fourteenth century.
In the beginning of this age there opened the route across the Hima-
layas and contact with the north began. The rise of Mahayani Budd-
hism, the installation of Pashupati under the Pashupat sect, the growth
of tantrism, vajeayanism, the intermixture of Shaivism and Buddhizm,
the evolution of architecture, iconogruphy, poriraiture, paintings and
other features of fine arts are a few illustrative achievements of this
age. With the introduction of tantrism in about the 10th century both
Buddhism and Hinduism came within its grip. Consequently {antrism
plaved a dominant role in all aspects of our cultural activities. This is
an outstanding feature of owr culture even to-day. The unique sense of
religious tolerance that has been existing among different  sects from
early times was strong enough to enable them to live peacefully even
with the Mohammedans who later on migrated here.

In this connection Baburam Acharyva says, “An exchange of views
continued between Shaiva and Buddhist tantric communities. Some of
the Buddhist tantric deities-Bhairav, Tara, for example were also taken
into Shaiva community, Further, the Matsendranath, essentially a Sha-
iva deily came to be regarded and worshipped as Buddhist Awalokite-

* gwar, which has provided an important illustration of religiens co-ordi-

nation in Nepal"

In the meantime hords of Khasa Aryans, instead of going down towards -
the southern plains, advanced along the Himalayan offshoots and through
Kashmir arrived -at the western region of Nepal and set up an independent
Kingdom at Kartipur, History mentions how the Lichchhfﬁ‘.‘i kings of
Nepal had to struggle to prevent Khasa invadors from advancing eastward.

One noticeable feature of the ancient culture was that it not only
imbibed outside influences, but also, in its turn, influenced the new-comers.
For example, the Lichchhavis who came here in ancient ages had ultimately
to adopt the social customs, manners, language etc, of the Nepars. These
Lichchhavis were soclosely associated with the primitive people that they
were subsequently socially boycotted by their Kinsmen in Indian Plains.
To whatever extent Aryan influences came in about this time or after-
wards some of the non-Aryan primitive customs of Nepars have remained
quite unaffected up to the present days, Widow marriage, divorce,

[
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6 MNepalese Culture,

remarringe of women, animal sacrilice, eating of bulfalo meat m
like may be ciled ns good examples in this context,

During the medieval age Nepal remained a cross-road between [ng;,
and Tibet (and through Tibet to China as well). Consequently, ghe got
a chance to disseminate certnin aspects of her culture in these countyjy,
The pagoda style of temple is said to have been cxporied about gy,
time. In the construction of the Potala Palace of Tibet built in g3
A.D. and the White Pagoda of Peking built in 1270 A. D, Nepalese
artists had made a valuable contribution, The names of Bhurikuti and Arnike
deserve mention in this regard. Of cunrse, MNepal also might have learnt
new things from her contact with neighbours. Along with other featyges
of Nepalese. culture its specifie ability to take in new ideas and influepces
land to co exist in an atmosphere of tolerance with whatsoever sects
that happened to enter into the valley, too, developed without break,

Mention has been made above of the Khasa Aryans having settled
down in the begioning of the medieval age in Kartripur  west
of ‘Nepal. By the end of the fourteenth century these Khasas had
established their rule in the whole hilly and terrain region cxtending
from Garhwal to Mustang. About thiz time the Valley of Kathmandu
was ruled by Malla Kings.. These Mallas, though tolerant towards
Buddhists and other sects, were Aryans themselves and, therefore, Aryan
influences made a great h'nadway d'uring their five and hall centuries
long rule and came to be more and more mixed with the old culture.
With the rise of the Khasa power in the west and the Malla power
in the valley begins the modern age of Nepalese culture.

One of the striking peculiarities of Khasa culture was ifs capacity
of being militantly organised. According to Baburam Acharya it was
by virtee of this militancy that Prithivi Maraynn Shah, King of Gorkha,
was, subsequently in the eighteenth century, able to conquer neighbouring
states and lay the foundation of bigger Nepal. Its ability for quick
dissemination was another feature of Khasa culture, by dint of which it
could swiftly spread afar. During the Malla rule both the Hindus and

, the Mohammedans began to pour in into the Valley from India. OF
them the Hindus were mostly refugees and their arrival, therefore, hed
not much cultural importance, But with the advent of 'r_h,r; Mohammedans
who migrated here in szparate Eroups during the sixteenth century and
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On The Antiquity OF..... ... 7

onward some Musliminfluence, erept in, especially in language, dress, fashion,
manners, architecture ete, Hut these migrants had to adopt more or less
the cultural traditions prevalent here. After the Gorkha conquest of the
valley in 1768 the Khasas had siill greater impact on the lives of

people.

Thus the primitive culture has nssimiluted aryan influences of Lichchh-
avis, Khasas, Mallas cte. as well as religious belicls of varjous secls
of Hinduism, Buddhism etc. Regording this Baburam Acharya says,
“King Prithwinarayan Shah showed high regard not olny for the Newari
culture but also for the cultures of other races. He aimed at aunified
national culture by integrating all of them. It was on the ground of
this unification and integration that his descendants succeeded in creating
bigger Nepal."

To sum up, the ancient culture has grown into the present form by absor-
bing all the influences that came from outside at different periods, One of its
outstanding characteristics is its religious tolerance which is rarely found in
other parts of the world. Under the Nepalese society even men and women
who were considered untouchable up to yesterday are installed as priests in
several temples. The temples of Kankeshwari, Guheshwarj, Bhektapur
ctc. furnish a striking example in this respect. Again, wherens to certajp
deities cocks, bulfaloes, pigs ete. aresacrificed to certain others the sacrifice of
shegoats, hens, she-buffaloes alone is permitted. Besides, the primitive nop-
Aryan custom of widow marriage, remarriage of women, divorce, eating
of pork, buffalo meat and so on have in course of time been adopted
by high caste Aryans as well. Moreoner, the ancient Newari custom of
getting virgin girls married to the fruit of asgle marmelos has also
graduoally, come to be practised by Aryans, too. In case of Mepal the
Aryan custom of only Kshetriyas taking to fighting occupation also g
not followed. The majority of people here who possess a warlike tempera-
ment or are reputed in fighting come frome Sherpa, Rai, Limbu, Gurung,
Magar and the like non-Kshelriya castes or races of Nepalese population,

Evidently, the subject matter discussed here naturally needs an
elaborate treatment for full elucidation., But of the present culture this
much can be safely said that it is thecommon possession of all sections
of our population observing different religious and social customs and
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9 Nepalese Colture,

s inalienably unified and solidificd our nation. Because of its dynamic
character and assimilating quality it has never remained a dead weight
of traditions nor a mere accretion of the past. Whatever be superficial

changes, what has been deeply ingrained in the character of the nation
will persist, imbibing the best from different sources which it bas come

into contact with.
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Identification Of Ramagrama

~T.R. Vaidya

Kapilavasty, Rupandehi and Nawalparasi districts of Lumbini zone are
rich in remoants of the ancient states of Sakyns of Kapilavastu and Koliyas
of Ramagrama Dwadeha which were quite famous during the 5th century
B.C. Moteover, Lord Buddha belonged to Kapilavastu and his mother
Mahamaya to the Koliyas. Due to this reason also there is much importance
of the two tribes of that time,

After the Mahaparinirvana of Lord Buddha the corporal remains of
his body were divided by Drona into equal portions among the claimants,
who were:

Ajatasatru, king of Magadh,
Lichchhavis of Vaisali,
Sakyas of Kapilavastu,
Bulis of Allakappa,
Koliyas of Ramagrama,
Brahnins of VYethadipa,
Mallas of Kushinagar. and,
Mallas of Pava,

=

R B T N S

Drona kept the urn with himsell and Morivas of Pippalivana who
came last for the relics got the embers from the funeral pyre. All those
recipants of the corporal relics of Lord Buddha erected unﬁ. nllu;m each
i their area in mzmory of Lord Buddha. Thus stupas consisling of the
relics of Lord Buddha were constructed in different places.

In this article an attempt is made to identifly the date of Ramagrama
constructed by the Koliyas in this counlry. The stupa

d the stupa i :
g the holy places visited by all the eminent

of Ramagrama is one of
Buddhist pilgrims since it was erected.

In the third century B. C. Mauryan Empzror Ashok thought of
opening the eight original stupas and redistribute the relics into 4,000 parts.
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He had also thought of erecling B4,000 stupas, one over oo~

of Lord Buddha’s skeleton. In continuation of opening the Stupas, jj ;,
mentioned that emperor Ashek went to Ramagrama to open the Slupg,
: en it because of the obstrye;

But emperor Ashok could not of ardiniing elion of
Naga who was guarding the stupa as mentioned in a “Ed]‘llﬁl texts,
Hiven Tsang has also narrated it '-‘-'l'llf_ih- 15 .ﬂ! follows, .In former
days , when Asocka-raja, dividing the relics, built sturas, baving opeps
the stupas built by the kings of the seven countries, 1l:||: Proceedsg
to travel to this country and put his hand to t.h= work (viz,, of opening
this stupa), the dragon apprehending the d:sccrlallu_n of the place, changeq
himsell into the form of a Brahman, and going in front, he boweg
down before the elephant and said, “Maharaja, your feelings are well
affected to the law of Buddha, and you have largely planted (good seed)
in the field of religious merit. I venture to ask you to detain YOUr carriage
awhile and condescend to visit my dwelling.” The king replied,” “And where
15 your dwelling?" Is it near at hand? “The Brahaman said,” I am the Naga
king of this lake. As I have beard that the great king desires to buijlg
a superior field of merit, 1 have ventured to ask you to visit my abode,
“The king, receiving this invitation, immediately entered the dragon
precinct, and sitting there for some time, the MNaga advanced towards
him and said “Because of my evil Karma I bave received this MNaga
body; by religious service to these sariras of Buddha, I desire to atone
for and efface my guilt. Oh, that the king would himself go and inspect
(the stupa, or the relics) with a view to worship, Asokaraja having seen
(the character of the Place), was filled with fear, and said," All these
appliances for worship are unlike anything seen amongst mzn. “The
Naga said,” If it be s, would that the king would not attempt to
destroy the stupa "The king, Naga, did not attempt to open the
stupa (to take out the relics). At the 5pot where the dragon came out
of the lake is ap inscription to the above effect.™

10

Thus stupa remained undisturbed, Thig Stupa has more importance
than other stupas because of its originality,

an intention of paying homage. He narrates g story that the Ramagrams

S
—

1. 8 1
Beal (ed.)-Travel of Higeg Tsang, Sushisla Gupta (Pvt.) Limited,

Calcutta, 1958, p, 78,

1#%-1 CamScanner


https://digital-camscanner.onelink.me/P3GL/g26ffx3k

Identification Of Ramagramn 11

Slupn wias covered Iy vegelubwon, once g Filufim whao |1I1|1|=|:m:d lo see

the wild elephants paying homage and cleaning the stupa, decided to stay
there as 0 monk. He constructed o monastery,®

In the seventh cenlury Hiven Tseng paid a visit to Ramagrama.
According to him., “The kingdom of Lanmo (Ramagrama) has been
waste and desolate for many years........ The towns are decayed and
the inhabitants few."? He has described about the stupa which is less
than 100 feet in height. He has further mentioned sbout the monastery,
which is as follows, “Mot far from the neighbourhood of this stupa is
a saogharama, with a very few priests attached to it. Their conduct is
respectful and scrupulously correct: and one Sramanera meanages the whole
business of the society, When any priests come from distant regions, they
entertain them with the greatest courtesy and liberality; during three
«days they keep them in their society and offer them the four pecessary
things.”*

Due to lapse of time, the glory and whereabout of many Buddhist
sites like Lumbini, Kapilavastu, Sravasti, Ramagrama and  its stupa etc

were obscured.

In the nincteenth century many earchaeologists and scholars started
many exploratory works to locate and identify those famous Buddhist sites,
Hoey in 1898 had found a well - preserved stupa on the bank of river-
Tharahi about two miles south east of Parasi, the district headquarter of
Dr. Nawalparasi district,s

But he was not decisive to indentify the stupn which he had explored.

The location of Ramagrama as mentioned by the Chinese pilgrims
is calculated to be about thirtyfive to forty miles east of Lumbini
garden. It is also mentioned in the Buddhist texis that when there was
a clash regarding the distribution of water between Koliyas and Sakyas

2, M. A. Giles (ed.)-Travels of Fahien, Indological Book House, Delhi,
1972, p. p. 39-40.
3. S.Beal (ed.)-op. cit, p.p. 277

Ibid. p. p. 279. v,
Dr. Hoey-Pioneer, March 25, 1398, Allahabad.

i
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Nepalese Emhﬂ.

4 that the water of river Rohini should hgm

12

Lord Buddha decide
or irrigntion by both.

At present we  have a large remaing of nn?ienl ﬂfﬂi_ﬂluru most of
them covered by thick forest in tho east of river Rohini. To g al
the remnants within the thick forest one gels fully convinced the
whole area covering a big patch of land in the east of river Rﬂhi_nfup
to Jharahi river in Parasi district is no other than ruins of some ancieny
towns, The style, size and types of bricks of area almost similar to those
found at Gunawaria Piparahaa, (India), Tilaurakot/ Kapilavastu/ Kusinagar
ete. The ruins must be no other than Ramagrama Devadaha,

About two miles south east of Parasi there exists a big stupa besides
the Jharahi, In the other side of the riverthere are ruins of a bujlding
which will be washed away by the river Jhorahi if not protected immedia-
tely by the concerned nuthorities. The stupa stands majestic nearly fifty
feet height and seventy feet in circumference.

About this stupa Mr. Rijal wrote *“...............the stupa situated in
the bank of the Jharahi river can not be anything but the Dhatu stups
of Lord Buddha raised by the Koliays in Ramagrama'.®

The ruins of structure in existence on the other side of the river
Jharabi is correctly seems to be the monastery  constructed by the pilgrim as
described by the Chinese pilgrims i, e. Fahein and Hiuen Tsang in 5th and
7th centuries A.D.,as is also pointed out by Mr. RijalT

i ;Tn':;i:ifwst;:n; :uund In the east of river Jharahi is the remnnntf of
Pasins st in“::llﬂrumnl Devadah/ Kolinagar/ Vyagiapur, The various
D e M.E'EPL B1u1:ll:lhi5t literatures, The stupa situlﬁlﬂd
and the ruins of nh: t clstrict is the stupa constructed by the Koly®
is the monastery as Emﬂ.um on the opposite bank of river Jharal
o Baied a dais mentioned abave, As ng archaeological activities
area, one has to write on the basis of the Chin®*

i

6. B.K. Rijal- —
special ilsj:ufgifaﬁ?é n:; the Ramagrama stupa, the Everest, Lumbi®
7. Ibid, p.p. 56 . " -athmandu (Magazine), p. p. 56.
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Tndentifieation of Ramagrama 13

trevilers® nceounts and surlacial explorations, In the last awtumn 1 had
opportunity to explore the nrea nlong with my colleagues of T.U,
and Mr. B. K. Rijal, Archacologist of Dept. of Archacology HMG/
Nepal, Excavetions in this site will definitely prove the postulation of
Mr. Rijal and writer.
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The Samantas In Ancient Nepalese Pﬂlit?

~Prem Kumar Khatrg

In the context of ancient Nepalese history the term samanta beary
different meanings. Generally it means a chief, regional or state, With
limited autonomy over his feudatory and showing due allegiance ¢4,
higher sovereign. It also means a neighbouring or an- adjoining ryjer;
Thirdly, samanta is a title given by a ruler to those aides or Bdvisapy
who serve the ruler in ministerial capacities. Economically, a Samaniy
is the chief of a certain area having sole right over the land ang j,
production, extracting labour from the mass for his personal benef;
Such a social system had emerged and evolved in ancient and medipyy)
Europe and history shows it is a very common and natural phenomensg
everywhere in the history of a society in the course of its evolutiog,
Nepal, therefore, cannot be an exception to this universal phenomenon,
The writer attempts to depict the role of the samantas in the polity
of ancient Mepal.

From the earliest written documents of our history it appears that the
samanta was either a court-feudal or a regional or provincial ruler. Tn
both the status he exerted comsiderable influence on the polity of Nepal,

Although the term samanta with its different implications appears
only during the Lichchhavi period, it is conjectured that during the rule’
of the Kiratas also the country was divided into several petty feudal
principalities and it was only with the advent of the Lichchhavis thats
strong and popular monarchy was installed in the centre (i.e, Kathmandu)
It is, however, only during the Lichchhavi period that the term samanf?
appc:'lrs for the fist time in the famous Changunarayan  [nscriptio?
‘of klﬂE- Mﬂﬂldﬁ\"ﬂ. {C- 454-5“5 A..D.}. II] thiﬁ ].DE[E and dﬂ!ﬂfipli"fﬂ pﬂ[ﬂ
iu;r:rip:u:a ;tjh: king M;nadum is described to have subjugated the samantd
ol east and western Nepal i 1

P3l and installed them as they promised lfllf'_“.lf_.

l. a) Apte, V. 5. -The Student's Snnskrlt-li:nglish Dictionary

Motilal Banarasidag VAR
@ . ANASI, 1 . 398
b} Williams, M. -A Sankriu-English Dictionary e

Motilal Banarasidas Y
5 Ty hRﬁLNAS!. 1974,
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The Samantas In Ancient,.,......... 15
reprimands them as shathah (fools)
i of their young master.! Manadeva's
| cimpaigns were, thus, aimed at subjugating and not
conquering the samantas of those regions under the Lichchhavi domain,

to him.? At another place he (the king)

for making attempts to be independent
eastern and western

These ff:ﬂ“ of king Manadeva, so much glorified by the scribe, have,
h.ﬂ wever, raised controversies among the historians of the country, Historians
like Mr. I.Jhanavajra Bajracharya and several others believe Manadeva him-
EE". led his army towards the east and the west regions of the kingdom to
subjugate the feudals (samantas) who had not only declined to present
themselves before thc court at the call of the king but raised their banners
thereby: disapproving his sovereignty and evoking his wrath, Some other
scholars, however opine that king Manadeva had fought sovereign
‘samantas, i.¢. neighbouring rulers, Dr. H. N. Jha's opinion is that Manadeva
‘had conguered Mallapuri in the Indo-Nepalese plains in today’s Gorakhpur
area then part of the famous Gupta Empire. Dr, Jha further says that being
thus d=feated by the Lichhavi ruler, few Guptar might have choosen to
serve the Lichchhavi government of MNepal.® In his opinion the Guptas later
on took advantage of the worsening political condition following Manadeva's
death in ¢. 505 A. D. and rose to powar during the reign of his grandson
Vasantadeva {(c. 506-532 A, D.), who had succeeded the short rule of his
father Mahideva at an early age. Toward the end of his rule these samantas
figure in the Lichchhavi-court as powerful aides to Vasantadeva, holding titles
like maharaja mahasamaota (Kramalilah) sarvadandanayaka mahapratihara
(Ravigupta), pratihara (Bhavagupta) etc.

From a perusal of the Lichchhavi inscriptions there appear, thus, two
typzs of samantas in ancient Mepal :-(a) the samantas serving the king
in the capacity of highest executive authorities, and (b) those ruling in the
outside regions with limited power and autonomy, under the central
adthority, the Lichchhavi monarchs. Usually the status in both the cases was
hereditarily enjoyed. Because of the lack of documents any detail account

2. Bajracharya, D. B, -Lichchbavis, kaleka Abhilekh INAS, T.U.
Kathmandu, 2030, P. 13.
3. Ibid.
4. Jha, H.N.-The Lichchhavis, Chowkhama Sanskrit Series office
VARANASI 1970, P. 132,
5,- Ibid, P. 111
6. Bajracharya, D, B.-op. cit, PP 145-147.
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of the first type is not possibl
samantas ot Lhe cenlre.
history also presents MOTE or less the e
ablem.? There existed in mv:n::nf a?d Medieyy
feudatories and the sovercign ino the Centry

allowed their far off vassals remain autonomous under their &E’mﬂﬂ“]'.
In course of time their feudatory used to become hereditary ang
titles like samanta, mahasamanta, maharaja, etc, were conferred on they,
They possessed sizable army of their own and had full r.':-l:rutrlnl over the

udatory. From Indian soure,

sources of income and expenditure of the fe :
me of them were eveD entitled to possess a feydy

The feudal lord could ask for military
a militarily strong samanta would prove
ieval Europe such & practice of

Contemporary Indian
type of picture on the pr
India several semi-independent

it is also learnt that so
throne, a palanquin or elephants.
help if and when he necded it, but

a danger for the centre itsell. Even in med
sharing the difficulties of the feud lord were common. The feudal chiefs

were expected to expedite whatever aids they could in response to the summog
of their sovereign.

To come to the history of Nepal again. It is evident that king Vasania-
deva’s tender age provided opportunity to his Gupta aides and advisers
to rise to power. Of prominent personslities in his court were mabaraj
mahasamanta Kramalilah and sarvadandanayaka mahapratibara Ravigupts,
The situation that led these persons to obtain such infuential positions i
not clear though it is evident thal these posts were already in existence i
the then polity. In the Thankot Adinarayan [Inscription (dated
sambat 428) Virochana Gupta has been mentioned as dutaka, a royal
messanger. indicating that the Gupta had begun to figure in the Lichchhati
court immsdiately after the death of king Manadeva, In the years that
followed they went on increasing their hold and Er:gin to figure more
prominently later on in the epigraphic records of the pgﬁg.ﬂ,

It appears from the situation revealed by rather limited number of
epigraphic records that the Gupta samaatas continued to strengthen theif
position in and around the palace at the cost of ‘the Lichchhavi soverciga®
King Jayadeva Il has apparently omitted the names of those who jnstead ©f

controlling them fell prey to the unfair moves of the nefarious Gupks
: AR

7. Altekar, A.S.-State and government in Ancient India, Delhi, 1977, P. 38%
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The Somantas In Ancient,.......... : 17

“Thus the period after king Vasaniadeva to king Sivadeva (1) presents a scene

where the house of the Gupias ran nearly parallel to that of the Lichchbavi
rulers and the latter uare often Tound ignored by the former. The
first phase of the Lichchhavi-Gupin joint ndministration was in its climax
during Ganadeva-Bhauma Gupla's lime, The lalter, a scion of Ravigupta
exerfed considerably much influence on the then polity for thirty-three long
years (479-512 Sambat) till he was detitled and stripped of all adminis-
trative powers by Sivadeva | someclime after Sambat 512,

Historians think this phase of Lichchhavi-Gupla rule can be called a
dual government.,* They argue that dual rule, which was in the making
during the last phase of Vasantadeva's rule flourished gradually later and
continued till the restoration of the Lichchhavi power by king Narendradeva,
who wiped away for good the hold of the Gupta samantas in the palace
and the country.” This theory, however, is controversial. It has been already
mentioned that fendalism was in its hewday in ancient Nepal and that
some of the feudals (samantas) ruled in the Ffeudatories as representa-
tives of the feudal lord and some served him as aides in the centre.
The whole network around the king was that of the feudals. But so
far the dual- -government is concerned it cannot be said that they had
enjoyed full regal power or status. In the inscriptions of the Lichchbavi
period they are found to have demonstrated due respect to the ruling
kings and worked as their advisers, hence the phrase-Vignapitenamaya
which is very frequently used by the kings. No legal arrangemsnt was
ever made to divide the state-power between the rulers and the samantas.
The latter are feund to have held inferior status and people never
accepied them as co-rulers, though as told above some of them tried
to take undue advantage of the weak kings, The b:st example of it
can be the rule of Dhruvadeva-Jishnu Gupta or Bhimarjunadeva-
Vishnugupta.

The first phase of samanta influence in the Lichehhavi court came
to an end with the fall of Bhaumagupta in sambat 512. But it did not
end the influence of samantasin the Lichchhavi court. The phase to follow
was much more rigorous on the part of the king Sivadeva 1 who although
did away with the influence of the Gupta samantas. could not help

8. Nepal, Gyanmani-Prachin Nepalka Itihasama Naji Praksh, Bhojpur,
2019, PP. 9-21
9. Bajracharya, D.B.-Op cit. P. 204.
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18 1 n - HED“‘“ E.H'l'!
flourish yet another almmllill fﬂ_ﬂll]}'- the h“"'"a; led by ""'E'!u-.-.

That he was the nephew of King S":Hdwfl ! bas been c '_“'ﬂl" Mentipg, b
Gopalarajavamsawali,'!0 His father's being the Snn-tn:-]‘a-u,- of Ei‘i'a.dh.lit
futher indicates the existing relation between the two familjes, Itis thyg “.mi"
that Amsuverma rose to the status of mahasamanta amlj '“‘hmj;ﬂ I:Ht
not only by virtue of his personal h;ﬁ:tflgu thmluEh his relatioy m:‘
the Lichchhavi royal family. The possibility ur his father's (Whoge iy
is mot known) being in a respected position in the ¢ourt of Sivadey,
and his father can’t be ruled out when Amsuvarma describes hfm““h
one who rose to pawer following his father's feet lh“Pﬂﬂmdumdhm
Thus he could exert iufluenc: on the King and enjoyed tpe Statug g
power hereditarily. Moreover, K. P. Jayaswal thinks that Amsy Was gy
only a court samanta of Sivadeva I, He infact, ruled in the Western. gy
of Kathmandu,!! This fact can't be ruled out. Because of his  timeyy
help and knack to handle the situation Amsuverma won over the [y,
of king Sivadeva right from the beginning of his caresr Eventually,
this Promising samanta began to exercise gradually what can be termeyg
the regal Power of the state. Through his achievements angd loyalty e
had won also the heart of the people. So, instead of keeping a vigilan

designated himself mahasamanta as is clea
Towards the epg of his rule he seems 10
Md. and issued coins in that capacity.'

from severa| Inscriptions,
have assumed the title of

. That ‘thu POst of mahasamapiy was raised high above lhﬂ_#m
kings {E?":ﬁ] of the Country has beep mentioned in several i“sﬂpunr
of the Lichchhavi Pd. In the famoys Pasupati Inscription. of Jayaded

(]
Nepal, vol IlI, Firma K.LM, Cakt

10. Regmi, D, R.—Mediﬂal

1961, P, 118, sl

1. Jayaswal, K P.-Chronglg VARANE:
: : y and Hij 1, (rept.

1976, P, §2. : e

12, Joshi, S.M,—Hepali Ra

- ! Htp‘ﬂl’:
Kath, P, 55 d udra, Madan Puraskar
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king Vasantadeva is described ns n ruler revared by the samantas under
his control (dantasamantavanditah).' As mentioned elsewhere there were court
samantas serving  king  Vasantadeva in  his palace and naturally these
samantas in the proximily of the kings sat high than the samanias of
thclmgiuns. somelimes even than  the kings. Thus king Sivadeva in his
Dharmathal Inseription  dated 517 eulogics his mahasamsnia (Amsuverma)
with a long title-"ancka kshitipati shiro vibhusana manirucha (vabhasita)
'{hﬂm“?“““,"““ (literally............ .." whose feet were dazzled by the
light of the diadems of several kings' crowns) proclaiming that even kings
(kahitipatis) bowed dowa to the feet of Amsuverman, who was only a
mahasamanta.’® Yel at another place he is eulogised as *pramata samania
shiromani mayukhs  vikshurita charanavindadyutina Shri  samantamas
varmana."” Here kshitipatis should be taken, therefore, only as the regional
feudal chiefs or the samantas, and not independent rulers.' From the study of
Hindu polity also it is clear that the term “rajah™ mentioned in the
context ol ancient republican states ‘chief” or a samanta-and there used
to be many rajabas within a state.

After Amsuverman the Ahirgoptas again raised their heads. Nay,
they soon rose to the status of powerful samantas and began to play
even unfair games as an avenge lo the suppression they had gone through
by the joint action of Sivadeva-Amsuverman. Bhaumagupta's grandson
Jishnugupta removed king Udayadeva and placed Dhruvadeva on the
Lichchhavi throne in sambat 55 or so. After ten years Dhruvadeva was also
pushed aside and replaced by his brother Bhimarjuna deva, During all
this Jishougupta placed himsell as the defacto ruler and issued coins in
his name. He also titled his son Vishnugupta as “Yuvaraja' which no
samanta dared do in the past and infact Vishnugupta succeeded him to
the high post of mahasamanta in c. sambat 63,

Narendradeva's restoration of Lichchhavi monarchical power curtailed
the role of the samantas in the Lichchhavi court, especially when he
uprooted the Gupta samantaship for good. Courtiers like rajputra Janardana
Verma, dutaka Rudrachandragomi etc. appear in his inscriptions but they
do not seem to have exercised any special power intermittently lost by

13. Bajracharya, D. B-OPP. cit, P. 549.

14, Ibid. P. 258.
15. Samsodhan mandal-Poornima, No. 18, P. 104.
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the Lichchhavi sovereigns to the court samantas in the past. p;

time afterwards we do not frequently read the term samanta in the Lichehp,..
inscriptions indicating that Narendradeva’s successors, Sivadeyg I "
and Jayadeva Il had also dominated the samantas, ind

We, however, fall short of conducive historical documents immeg;
ately after king Jayadeva II. This means that the LI':hr:.hha-,,ri an.:r.
strong and consolidated started to stumble in the second hajp ﬂl'th;
eight century A.D. After that there appeared small feudatories jq and
around the Kathmandu Valley, The reason for the fall of the Lichchha-v'u
can, therefore, be atiributed to the rise of once suppressed samantag of
ancient Nepal, Till the beginning of 13th century Nepal did ngy have
a unified and strong kingdom as large and extensive as the Lichchhayis bad
created and maintained,
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Introduction To Tilaurakot As Kapilavastu

=Babu Krishna Rijal

Kapilvastu, bring the capital town of Lumbini, where Gautama Buddha
was born, is considered as the firsi among the “Four Great Holy Places
of Pilgrimage” Chattari=-Sanpsjpiipani tharaai- by the Buddhists through
all the ages. Kapilavastu, in pre=historic time, was the dwelling place
of a saint mamed Kap lomuni, The Sakya kingdom here was organized by
the exiled sons ol the kinz Okkaka. who was the ruler of Kosala, and
belonged to the solar race of [kshanku lineage. Gautama Siddhartha in Pali
text s referred as “Apachao-Okkakarajassa-Sakva-patio®.

The location of Kapilavastu, as mzotioned in Ambatha-sutta i3 “where
there was a great grove of saka-tree, on tie bank of lake, on the lower
slopes of the Himalaya,® According to Dulva, the city of Kapilvastu lies
on the bank of the Bhagirathi River.®

The Pali commentarics on Buddhitm® say that, the king Okkaka,
after the death'of his first wife married to a second wife. She afier
giving birth to a son persuaded the king to banish nine children from

the first wife and give the throne of Saketa to her own son Jayantu,
The king had to yield the demand of his second queen and ordered his
nine issues Ulkamukh, Karanda, Hastinika, and Sinisura (four sons) and
Priya, Supriya, Ananda, Vijita and Vijitasena (five daughters) to go to
the forest. The royal children of Kosala, left Saketa by the order of
their father, and proceeded towards north till they arrived to the her-
mtage of the Saint Kapila. Here, the hermit Kapila gave them shelter
and showed the place where to build the town. As the Saimt Kapila-
muni has given the soil for the establishment of the town, the city
founded by the royal children of Okkaka, was named as Kapilavastu.

The princes and princesses, in course of time, when reached the
marriageable age, they consorted with their own younger sisters (because

1) Diggha-Nikaya 1/3/14. Nalanda Series 1974,
2) W.W. Rockhill ... The Life of the Buddha and the Early History of

His Order, Orintalia Indica 1972. (Reprint). P. 11
3) Sumangala vilasini Vol I, Malanda Series 1974, PF. 184-86,
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they were an endogamious tribe proud of "“’ifl pure hfl:.!nd;} and
rated the Sakya race. Priva, being the eldest s:sn.-lr_ Wi Ppoing
Queen Mother and Ulkamukha became the first king of Kapilavu““ .

Brng,

Oune day Okkaka asked the wherecabout of his banished chilg,
and when the courtiers (old him about their adventures, the king Hcla?
med as Sakka vata-bho-kumara , daring young men have done VERY wly

Priya, the Queen Mother of Kapilavastu, was attackeg by the -
tamenous disease of white leprosy after some time thus, was biﬂiifa:u
to the forest for retirement. But Priya's disease was cured by the eany
of the King Rama of Varanasi. Being free of disense Rama apg Priy,
were married together and founded the city of Devadaha, tovwards
cast of Kapilavastu, The marriage of Rama and Priya resulted g, P,
creation of Koliya race.

The Sakyas of Kapilavastu and the Koliyas of Devadaha COntingsq
the matrimonial relation in fulure too. The Sakya king Suddhodas,
Was married to the Koliya princess Maya Devi and gave birih to Gay.
tam Buddha in sixth century B.C,

Gautama Buddha was borg in Lumbini which was within the Jana.
pada of Kapilavastu, while his mother Maya Devi was going to Deva
daha, After (the birth, Gautama was browght back to Kapilavastu snd
be spent his ehildhood and youth as the Crown Prince of Suddhodana. The
royal luxuries and opulance of Sakya Kingdom, ceuld not attract Gau
tam towards worldly life. Sines the prime of his youth, he thought the
vanity of worldly pleasure and cultivated a thirst for the realization of
the causes of the miseries in human life, The famous “Four Visionary
Appearance” inspijred Gautama to renounce the palace with the determic
nation that “Upgless he is enlightened, he will not turn his face towards
Kapilavastu,® At (he age of thirty Sve, Gautama realised the ultimal®

truth that “‘when fire of lust ig Htingusih:d_ the heart finds bappy
repose.’”

Kapilavastu, during the reign of ghe king Suddhodan, was howeve!,
a8 small aristocratic Guve'rnmeut. on the outskrits of the greater lﬂff_,.

4) Ibid p. 286,
3) Suttanipata.,. .., Atthakatha V) IL.

Nalanda Series 1975, p-p- 17172,
6) Lalitavistara . Eg, P.L. Vaidya Miin;

la Institute Darbhanga, 1958. F. 162
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monarchies, the people were blessed with ample prosperity; and great
opulance, The chiel source of the Snkyan wealth was rice cultivation. The
agrarian economy and the simple village life of Kapilavastu is painted by Dr.
Oldenberg with the words that “between the rice fields we may here and there
place villages in the days of Sakyns such as exist to-day, hidden among the
rich, dark -green foliage of mangoes and tamarinds which surrounds the
village site, In the background of the picture, over the back masses

of the mountains of Nepal, rise the towering snow-capped summits of
the Himalayas,’

Commercially, Kapilavastu must have formed a medium of communi-
cation between the mountain range and the Gangetic plains. The business
transactions of Sravasti to Rajgriha used to run via Kapilavastu Kapila-
vastu, being situated at the crucial point of the famous High-way (joining
Magadha and Kosala) its wealth and opulances could be compared to
the adjoining cities of India like Rajgzriba, Vaisali Srarvasti ete,

In the realm of Kapilavastu, the Sakya Janapadas like Ulumpa,
Khomadussa, Chatuma, Devadaha, Medalumpa, Vedhannan, Sakkar,
Samagama and Silavati etc were incorporated. The Government in Kapila-
vastu was people-oriented, All necessary schemes and popular welfare
of the country could be expressed in Sansthagara,- which is equvalent to
parliament of the Sakyas. While Gautama Buddha was in Kapilavastuy,
the Sakyas built a new Sansthagara and requested Buddha to inaugurate
it. Buddha in Kapilavastu, used to stay in Myagrodba grove. Buddhba
also is said to have sojourned in Mahavana,~ which was near Kapila-
vastu, and was extended up to Vaisali® Kapilavastu had seven walls
and the city walls were eighteen cubits high as mentioned in jataka,

The Sanskrit Buddhist texts speak the town of Kapilavastu as densly
populated. Its town planning according to Ashwaghosha is comparable
to Giribraja. It is encircled by a wide moat, high wall, demarcated
strects. The Sakvas in’ Kapilavastu were rich, bonest, capable and straight

forward in dealings.

Sakyan houses in the street were decorated with balconies and

7) H. Oldenberg .. Buddha, His Life, His Doctrine, His Order: Indological

Book Heuse (Repriat) PP. 95-97,
§) T.W. Rhys-Davids ... Buddhist India, Indological Book House, 1970

(Reprint) PP. 10-11.
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balvederes. Beauliful gardens, groves orchards, tunh%

resorts, were abundant in Kapilavastu,

Gautam Buddha paid several vi;iﬁls to lI'iF.';'I.l native country |
enlightnement, In the realm fr Kapilavastu he gave m““l‘_’ Mpoctyy,
discourses, Kaundinya, Assaji, Vashpa, M‘“!m”im“' ﬂhi‘:ﬂrlka, in g,
history of the Buddhist order, ""ﬁf'-'- the '3“13"-*"1.5 of Kﬂplifl'-’ﬂalu_ The,
were the first nucleus of the BudJdhist order. Beside the abeye “firs g,
disciples, Buddha converted Sakyas were :"Lnlurut.ldha, Ananda, Ehﬂﬂdﬂ_
kaligodhaputra, Upali, Rahula, Kala-udai, Ha‘uda, Mahanam, o
The first nunnary in Buddhist order was _organised by Mﬂhﬁl"ﬂilpui
Gautami of Kapilavastu, Beside Gautami, Yosodhara Tissa, Ehllh,
A irupa Nanda eflc were the famous Vikshuiis of Buddha's time,

after hiy

During last days of Gautam, Kapilavastu is said to have been atagy
by the brutal force of the king Virudava. Buddha saved Kapilavay,
three times from the attack of Virudava could 0ot tolerate gy,
insult of the Sakyas to his father. So in the fourth attack, he hrumu,
massacred the Sakyas and caused ssvers head-ache to Gautam Buddha
to see the death of his native people, The attack of Virudava i Kapila-
vasiu however, might have taken many lives of the Sakyas, it could not
subdue the patriotic zeal and their boast of being the race of Gautam
Buddha. The Sakyas, when heard the Great Demise of Gautam Buddha
in Kushinara, they rushed to the site with a great force and asked the
share of relics. They were prepared to get the share of the relics even

-at the cost of the war with the Mallas. But the situation was tackled by
Drona and the Sakyas got their dye share of the relics which they
brought to Kapilavastu and enshrined in g stupa at the city, In Kapil
vastu, the rug used by Gautamg Buddha was also deposited in a stupa.

The architectural features apd the past glory of Kapilavastu has bees
dilapidated while the Chinese pilgrim, Fa-hien came to Kapilavastt
during the fourth century A.D, _A.u:cmdjﬂ; to him, one could hardly meet
0¥ person on the roads for fear of the white elephants and lions
The city was in ruins with neither King nor people. He saw simply
@ congregation of priests ang about ten families: of lnity. Within the

royal preciact, he saw the palace of King Suddhodhana and the portrait
of Queen Mavyadevi With a gcene of conception.® :

—

9) Samuel Beal ... Buddhise Records

of the Western World, [ntroductic®
Chap. Orintal Bos

ks Ecrpurati::-n_ 1969, (Reprint) P, 49,
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In cirea A.D. 619, another Chinese pilgrim, Hiuen-Tsang visited
Kapilavastu, Like Fa-hien, he nlso saw the city of Kapilavastu in com-
plete ruing, He counted ten deserted cities within  Kapilavastu  which
is 400 li in circuit. The extension of the royal precinct is 14 or 135
li round which is made exceedingly strong by fortification within the city.
Hiven Tsang saw ruined walls and old foundations bzlonging to  the
palace of the King Suddhodhonn,'®

Both Fahien and Hiven-Tsang have described many spots and edi-
fices hallowed by the incidents of the life of Gautama within and

around the city of Kapilavasiu,

After Hiusn-Tsang, the city of Kapilavastu was frequented by several
Tibetian and other pilgrims including Malla Kings of western Nepal,
But the successive [oreign invasions and the decline of Buddhism, in
India, particularly aflter twelve or thirteen century A.D. caused the reco-
llections of Kapilavastu to remain obscure,

In A.D. 1858, Prof. Lassen calenlated the site of Kapilavastu situs-
ting on the bank of the river Rohani in the district of Gorakhpur,

India.

In A.D. 1863 Sir A. Cuaningham thought Nagarkhash in Pargana
Aurangabad of Basti District U.P. to be the site of Ancient Kapilavastu.

In A.D, 1875/76 A.C.L. Carliyle tried to identify the locality of
Kapilavastu at Bhuila=-Diha of the Mansurnagar of Basti District, India,

The hypothetical bearings and the wrong location of Kipalavastu
with some sites in Gorakhpur and Basti District in India by the eminient
historians and the pioneer archaeologists like Prof. Lassen, Sir A,
Cuaningham, A.C.L. Carllyle etc. were held untenable since A.D. 1895/96,
when Dr. A. Fuhrer discovered three Asokan Pillars in Niglihawa,
Lumbini and Gotihawa in the Terai region of Western MNepal. The
monolithic pillars founded by Dr, A. Fuhrer in Niglihawa, Lumbini and
Gotihawa of Western Nepal were erected by the Maurayan Emperor
Asoka to commemorate his pilgrimage to the natal towns of three
mortal Buddhas-Kanakmuni, Gautama and Krakuchanda during third

century B.E.1

10) Samuel Beal...ibid Vol. II PP. 13-14.
11} A.A. Fuhrer.. Antiquities of Buddha Sakya muni’s Birth Place in the

Nepalese Tarai, Indological Book House, 1972 (Repriat).
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PO, Mukarjee was l:umfmsamnmd by the Qg d-l-.-E"":-..

gurvey of India to fix the exact location of i{a:ﬂ:h,
after exploring the enlire zons of """tsh-lh

| conclusion that only Tilaurakot cap tln:m‘rn

be the exact site of ancieat Kapilavastu because of ils general conggy,

of local bearings and the geogruphical conditions as described in (he

Buddhist texts and the travellogue of the Chinese pilgrims.'*

26

In A.D. 1898,
of the Archacological
vastu, PG, Mukarjee,
Terai came to the fina

Classicy

The shape of Tilaurakot site is roughly pentagon on plan, Iys Jeagth
measures 1700 feet north to south and the breadth from east 19 weg
is 1300 feet. It is encircled by a moal of twenty-one feet width, Ty,
size of the fortification wall varies from nine to twelve feet in bready

and three to six feet in height.

P.C. Mukarjee during the course ol his archaeological activities ig
Tilaurakot exposed many edifices and tried to identify them as per the
description of the classical Buddhist texts and the Chinese travel accounts,
With the full references, he published his monumental report in 1301
with a2 forward note by Vincient A. Smith, who clearly writes that the
identification of Tilaurakot with Kapilavastu by P.C. Mukarjee can hardly

be doubted.!?

This is how, the problems of th2 "identification of the neither to
lost site of ancient Kapilavastu was finally solved by the unbiased attempts
and the dedicated efforts of the scholars on the basis of the necessary
concomitants and the archacological evidences during the last decade of
the nineteenth century A.D.

In A, D. 1961-62, when the Department of Archaealogy, HMG/Neps!
was still in its infancy and having no qualified archaeologists, M™
Debala Mitra, of the Archaeological Survey of India, was invited to H'.”
out Fhe scientific excavation in Tilaurakot to develop the site 25 Buddhist
pilgmr!agf.- centre. But wunfortunately the excavator being observed b
the ruins of Piprahawa tried to twist the already established fucls ’

the necessary concomitants for the identification of Tilaurakot with K2P'

* h ql-l“lﬂ!- of Kaoi 3 ﬂ]. [ﬂd 0f
Book House 1960 (Reprint). apilavastu Tarai of Nep

13) P.C, Mu’.:arjec . ibid Prefatory Note,
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~ vastu, In the name of the scientific excavation of only one trench at
the north-western fringe of the fort, she put forward her pusrile hypothesis
that “on the evidence of the earlier excavation by P.C. Mukarjee it
may be pressumed that the homps (p.11) inside the fortification contain
structures contemporancous with the temple of Kodan (which she excavated
and dated not earlier than seventh century A in her report). She also
came to the sweeping conclusion in her reporl that”™ the author has
hardly anything to say except thut “the pillar fragments lying at Nigli-
sagar might have hailed from Gotihawa," She exposed hersell in her
dissimulate attempls and polemical theory that “At Sagrahawa are the
ruins of a Saivite Temple, now in the last stage of decay.”"

Mr. K.M. Srivastava, since 1972 is trying vainly to fabricate another
false claim that *“the lost city of Kapilavastu is found in Piprahawa,
of Baste District, India and not in Tilaurakot, Western Nepal. His
quixotic conc'usion of Piprahawa being the so called” lost city of Kapila-
vastu “is based on the fanatic attempts of proving some acclessiastical
buildings and monastic structures with the palace complex of King
Suddhodhana in Ganwaoria. His obstinate refusal to take due notice of the
up-to-archacological datas of Tilaurakot was already pointed by the
writer in his excavation reports and various articles. Dr. N.R. Banerjee,
one of the renowned archaelogist and the present Director National
Museum, New Delhi timely published an assessment article in  “Indian
and Foreign Review" Vol 13, No. 25, date 15 Seplember 1976 with the
remarks that “this single phenomenon sealings and houses may not prove
the idenity of Kapilavastu (with Piprahawa). He still supports Tilaurakot
to be the real site of Kapilavastu,

Since 1965, the Department of Archaeology HMG/Nepal, took
initiative of carrying out the excavation in Tilaurakot by its own technicians.
The Nepalese team, along with the writer as one of its member carried
out many excavatory works in Tilaurakot, In 19656, T.N, Mishra exposed
various structures along with the western gateway complex. In 1967/68
a twin stupas were discovered at Dhamnihawa, situating at the distance

of about 500 yards north of fortified city of Tilaurakot.

14) Mrs, Debala Mitra...Excavation of Tilaurakot and Kodan and
Fxploration in the Nepalese Tarai; Department of Archasology H.M.G./
Nepal Pablication, 1972, P, 249
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= hacological team of lll“"“q Univarsy .ﬂr Jﬂpinm
T}m an.‘ el Meand YIS of Tilanurakot which Encountere,) Many
extensive Opern antiguitics datable from pre-Mauray,, Perig

' nd rare vareties of :
nllihr:]ﬂ! t?n:r. of the Kushanns, A hoard of copper coins numberyg Mirg
1tlﬂ1t: ::wcnl'_'u' two hundred were also discovered in the same Moung,is

¥ -

Soveral interest struetures, lerracolla figurienes and the clmiﬁultiun
of coin hoards were published by the Dﬂlpﬂﬂmnﬂt ::I‘ Archagg),
HMG/Nepal in its departmental Journal “Ancient Nepal™ Nog 23 554 2,

Since the year 1972/73 the writer was assigned to conduct the
excavation and archaeological activities in Tilaurakot. The resyjis of the
excavation, exploration and conservation of each season are publigheq by
the writer in the Departmental Journal *“Ancient Nepal™ Nos 23 and 26
with photographic illustrations and achievements. In the seasonal  worg
of 1974/75, the writer was successful in making an illustrative Contour
map of Tilauraket showing all the excavated pits, peripherial giteg and
other antiquities. The most remarkable achievements of the work of that
season was to get a clear cut-sequence of human  habitation
begioning from Painted Grey Ware phase to the period of Kushanus,
The chronology found in T.L.LK. Md V. in Tilaurakot can be divided
into five periods and thirteen layers: of human depositions,1

15) Tilourakot I ... Tokyo: The Rissho University Nepal Archaeological
Research Report. Vol II 1978,

16) Sequence uf‘ Culture in Ancient Kapilavasta T.L.K. M.D.V. Section Fast
First Published jp Nechidekhi-Makhali Vol 3. of Information
H.M.G./ Nepal, 1975, PP, 14-15,
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The Development of Solarcult and
Shivabhaskara in Nepal

= Mukunda Raj Aryal

The Sun (Surya), the source of light, the maker of the day, was
an ohject of veneration and gratefulness to the very primitive people of
the world, Tnspired with the above feeling the people an earth started
engraving and painting the solar dise on rocks, hand axes and caves.
These representations of the Suryn were sometimes symbaolic and crude,!
The paleolithic caves of Spain and France witness the first representations
of solar paintings.® Surya was popular deity to the Egyptians, Asirians
and Babylonians, In ancient Egyptian Civilisation Surya was addressed by
various mames as Ra, Re, Aton, Horus, Hather, Tum etc, The Babylonians
uged the name Shamsha for Surya. Some ancient tribes of England
worshipped Surya around 1500 B.C.? The Iranians worshipped Surya
with great devotion and was addressed as Mithra which is similar to
the Vedic name Surya for Sun.! The seals and potteries discovered from the
Indus valley Civilisation can prove that the people of the period has Surya
waorship ever since. Tn addition to this the other archaeological sites of
contemporary Civilisation like Lothal, Rupar, Rangapur and Kalibangan
support the above fact.®

The popularity of Surya worship in India in Vedic and Pauranic
age is witnessed in the contemporary literatures. Rigveda lists various
names of Surya as Savitri, Pusan, Maga, Mitra, Varuna, Vishnu, Aryaman,
Vivaswat etc. The fourteen hymns of Rigveda deals with Surya. This
authority further says "Surya is the soul of the world.”® In all the vedic
literature Surya is described as the destroyer of darkness, the protector
against trouble and disease and the upholder of the Universe. The
Arandyaka Parva of Mahabharata lists one hundred eight names of Surya.
Here one remarkable change we find that Surya is not worshipped only

Pandey, Lalita Prasad, Sun worship in Ancient India, p. 1,
Herdge walter, The sun in Art, p. 4,

Havell. E. B., A Handbook of Indian Art, p. 89,

Gupta, Shakti M, Surya, the sun God, p.2,

Pandey Ibid, p. 4,

Danieilou, A, Hindu polytheism p, 94
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1#%-1 CamScanner


https://digital-camscanner.onelink.me/P3GL/g26ffx3k

. Nepalese cﬂ"

e

by pravers but with varions offerings like fMlower, rice, sandle w;;{-l-....___
milk and fasting.” Mogeover, other lexis as the Astadhyayi of Pan

Arthasastta of Kautilya, Jain and Buddhist works speak of he Su h
worship and are followed by many other Gupta and post Gupta mem"“’-‘

Shivahhaskﬂ.ra, Chobhar

7. Pandey, Ibid, p. 68 .
8. Banerjea, J, N, The Development of Hindy Iconography p. 430
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Thus the present tradition of Surya worship has its origin in the remote
past up o the paleolithic nge.

Many Sculptures of Suryn were carved in India during the Sunga
rule. Among them the Suryns of Chandraketugadha, Bodhgaya temple,
Khandagiri and Bhaja are the best examples.” The Sungas were followed by
kushanas who not only worshipped Suryn bul engraved Mitra (Surva) on their
coins. Similarly, the Guptas of Indin were the devotee of Surya and built
many temples for him. Many Surya images of this period are found
in Bengal even now.'® The Vardhanas used the epithet as Paramadityabkakta-
The great devotee of Aditya, the Surya. On the lack of proper scientific
exploration ani excivations it is difficult to ascribe any date to the start of
Surya worship in Nepal. Even. then we have an image of third fourth centuries
A.D. which speaks a lot of it. The socalled Royal personage of Nepal
National Museum is no other than Surya which can be proved by the round
nimbus, behind its head, a representation of solar disc. Dr. Pratapaditya
Pal and Dipaka Bhattacharya accept it as the image of Surva.!® This
proves the fact that Surya image was popular in Nepal during third
fourth centuries A.D. Up to the present state of our knowledge the
first authentic reference of Surya image dates only from fifth century
A D, The image is lost but the pedestal preserved has an inscription
dated Asad Sukla 15 of the year 480 A.D. which speaks of a certain
trade Guhamitra by name had installed an image of Surya named Indra.!®
Thus this inscription appears as an authzntic sourcz for the study of
the solarcult in ancient Nepal. The image installed in the month of Asad
is India, the name of Surya for the month of Srawana, There might be
some astrological reason of the day behind it. After this Inscription we
come across the other three Surya images dated eleventh century from
Thapahiti, Saugal and Nepal Museum. All three of them are the best
sources for the study of solar cult as well as the sculptural art of Nepal.
As the Surya image of 480 A.D. is lost we are not in a position to
discribe it, But the three images m:ntioned above are on the semi square
stones. The main deity Surya stands in between his attendants. The
main figures dominate the small attendants flanked on both sides. These
figures lack Aruna, the chariot drive and horses. The Surya of Museum

9. Pandey, Ibid, P. 69

10. Pandey, Shree Netra, Bharat ka Brihat Itihasa p. 268.

11. Pal, pratapaditya & Bhattacharya, D, The Astral Divinities of Nepal p. 9
12, Vajracharya, Dhanavajra, Lichhavikalka Abhilekba, p. 59
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has a long boot covering  the leg up to the koee and a jacket with ].
big lapels, From the ahove images ceriain charncterislics can be Roted,
The standing Surya in in the middle flanked by his ottendants, wive,
while the devotees are on the lower panel. After fourteen lifteen centurieg
the Surva images are carved onn round stone representing the solar dige,
The main deity is placed on a chariot drawn by seven horses Unider
the control of Aruna, No Suryn images of Mepal are found after fourteen
filtcen Centuries in the style of Thapahiti, Saugal and Nepal Museum,

The Pharping inscription of the year 1261 A.D. has the expression
Shivabhaskara. Shiva is one of the Hindu trinity and Bhaskara stands o
Surya. No scholars so far have offered any explanation of the word
Shivabhaskara, Dr, Pal and Bhattacharya have mentioned of the inscription
without any explanation of the word Shivabhaskara.:® The compound word
“*Shivabhaskara™ can be explained #s the well-doer Surya or Bhaskara,
the Surya along with Shiva. No scholars have paid any attention on this
line. Why Bhaskara, the Surya is addressed as Shivabhaskara is explained
here for general readers. Suryopenisad identifies Surya with Brahma,
Vishou and Rudra. This tradition is found even in Mahabharata where
among hundred and eight names of Surya Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva are
mentioned.’ In another place of the same authority Surya is addressed as
Indra, Rudra, Vishnu, Prajapati and Veda,1s Many other texts have followed
the same.!® It ean easily be known [rom the above facts that Shivabhaskara

13. Pal and Bhattacharya, Ibid, p. 8
14. Muhabharat Arandyaka Parva, 111, 18-28
15. Mahabharata Arandyaka Parva Yudhisthira stotra

a) og g 7 faent 2% wz o7 fig wiesv:
Prg=aicar fadzienr d&a wa) gfc u Suryo panisad P, 5
b) 337 agmied megry g agvaT: )
aeani exd fqauferfaes fasw 0 Adityahridaya Strotra, 118
c) wegifsem #2 wifd miw mida fawa: o Lauhita Smriti
d) w# facmpes gaew 24y fasizat eqar 1 Skanda Purana
e) wz/ facad g gege @ gay o
f) wifzza 5 firg faemifegs miza wfaq 1 Uttarakhanda
Fqqitrg? Alfeq smifzeaca foges 9 10 Sauropasana

16. wra: wr afaqauea wsaafa, argaw: afesen afafa: Kallyan No. 627
p- 1
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is to represent Surya as Shiva and Surya nloag with Shiva, One image of
Surya of Panautighat represents the best example of Surya ns Brahma,
In it Surya as  Brahma stands in the middle fanked by Shiva and
Vishnu on the right and left side respectively, Thus we find the tradition
of representing Surya as Brahma, Vishon and  Shiva in  Nepal. Surya
is traditionally aceepted along with Marnyan as Surya Marayan. The

Shivabhaskara, Patan Kumbheswara
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religious literature bears the above view.!” The two images found jy the

fountain of Kumbheswar and Chobhar and illustrated here have solved
the problem of Shivabhaskarn for ever. On both these images Atuna,
Surya and Shiva are in Human lorm: Suryn as Shiva, Surya and Shiva,
Shivabhaskaras arc standing on a chariot drawn by seven horses, Arung
is engaged on driving the charivt in front of Surya covering the lower
hail of the body of Surya, the Shivabhaskara, Surya carries on both
his hands two lotuses. On both these images Shiva is placed behjng
surya. Shava has four arms and carries in his two left arms the trident
and Matulunga and in ons right hand the rosary beads and the other
is in Abhaya posture. The ceotral figure of Shivabhaskara is flanked by
many other deities. Among them are Brahma and vishnu on the right
and left respectively and the others of the figure ean not be properly
identified as they are worn away. But the twelfth Skandha of Srimadha-
gaval describes of the Ganas of Surya, the seers pray him with various
hymns and the apsaras dance in front of him. The cobras tie the chariot,
The Yakshas decorate it and the mighty Rakshases push it from bshind,
The sixty thousands seers Balakhilyas pray facing Surya Tt is must
likely that the Nepalese artiats have tried to depict the above scene on
both the images. There is no doubt left that these images are of

Shivabhaskaras. From a detail study of the artistic features of these
images they can be dated twelfth thirteen Centuries. Mo images like
these are found in India. Thus these images are of indigenous origin of
the Nepalese devotees and artists based on religious texts, These images
show the developed from of solar cult of the period on one hand
and the religious toleration on the other, Regarding these Shivabhaskara
images it can be argued they are the imagination and creation of those
devotees or tribes who had Shiva as their Istadevata and Surya, the
Kulapurusa. With the findings of these two figures the writer holds the
view that the problem of Shivabhaskara is solved for ever,

1. armdqfrafash e gegaragy
neded garafa qasegaEtsaR:n
guErafea o aror greaa) waag )
Fizafig 19 962 Far aamlas: o
srafasar: ggaifir aftsdgdat qa )
gral § fagd aifa eqafva exfafogn o Srimadbhagavatam.
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