
Course Title: Political Economy of Nepal 

Course No.:  RDS 571      Level: MA 

Nature of the Course: Theory and Practical                                       Period per Week: 3 

Year: Second                                                                                      Time per Period: 1 hour 

Semester: Third                                                                                   Total Period: 48 

Course Objective 

This course aims to apply political economic perspectives to development programs experienced 

over various periods in Nepal. The specific objectives are to a) delineate phases of development 

b) draw on the development perspectives, Institutions, and policies, and c) evaluate the strength 

and weakness of the political economic perspectives with respect to the real development 

outcome. 
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Course Title: Tourism and Development 

Course No.:  RDS 572 

Nature of the Course: Theory                                                             Period per Week: 3 

Year: Second                                                                                      Time per Period: 1 hour 

Semester: Third                                                                                   Total Period: 48 

Level: MA 

Course Objectives 

The general objective of this course is to provide understanding of the concept, issues, policies 

and practices of tourism with special references of Nepal. It will be helpful to know, analyze and 

impart the tourism related knowledge in practical basis. Most specifically it will provide the 

knowledge about rural tourism relating with rural development of Nepal. 
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Course Title: Sustainable Development 

Course No.:  RDS 573 

Nature of the Course: Theory                                                             Period per Week: 3 

Year: Second                                                                                      Time per Period: 1 hour 

Semester: Third                                                                                   Total Period: 48 

Level: MA 

Course Objectives 

This course aims to enable students to conceptualize the basic ideas, approaches and strategies of 

sustainable development. More basically, the course intends to analyze the effect of sustainable 

development in rural livelihood through the deep understanding of its impact on various 

resources, climate change adaptation and mitigation measures. After the completion of the 



course, students are expected to use their knowledge in the field of climate change and 

sustainable issues of rural development. 

Course Contents                                                                                                                 LH 
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Course Title: Gender and Development 

Course No.: MRD 574 

Nature of the Course: Theory Period                                     Per Week: 3 

Year: Second Year                                                                       Per Period: 1 hour 

Semester: Third                                                                         Total Period: 48 

Level: MA 

Course Objectives 

The course begins with theoretical approaches to gender and development, development theory, 

and feminist critiques. Then it turns to specific substantive areas of discussion. Such areas of 

discussion include examining gender and social development from both an analytical and a 



practical perspective. It explores the historical roots of academic and policy interest in these 

matters and considers why development and gender matters in the study of rural development. It 

examines different ways of analyzing population and gender relations and the relationship 

between academic and policy work in this field. It then investigates current thinking and 

concerns relating to the practice of population and social development and to the promotion of 

gender equality and women’s empowerment, and describes tools and frameworks to inform 

policy making and practice in the field. 

Course Contents                                                                                                                 LH 
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Course Title: Research Methodology 

Course No.: MRD 575 

Nature of the Course: Theory                                         Period per Week: 3 

Year: Second                                                                       Time per Period: 1 hour 

Semester: Third                                                                  Total Period: 48 

Level: MA 
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Course Objectives 

Rural development is a multidisciplinary discipline that requires knowledge about different 

social phenomenon and relationships. The rural development practitioners have to dig out those 

social relationships with the help of social science research. In this regard, the course is aimed to 

acquaint the students with the knowledge, technique and process of social science research, 

preparation of research as well as development project proposals. It aims to help students to be 

an independent researcher in rural development issues by making them capable of following the 

process of scientific inquiry in rural development issues. 

Course Contents                                                                                                                 LH 

Unit I: Conceptual Understanding of Research Methodology              14 

1.1 Difference between Method and Methodology 

1.2 Difference between Quantitative and Qualitative Research and its Triangulation 

1.3 Research Process in Quantitative Research Method 

1.4 Research Process in Qualitative Research Method 

1.5 Ethical Issues and Plagiarism in Research 

Unit II: Research Design                                                                         10 

2.1 Philosophy of Research 

2.2 Measurement Theory 

2.3 Major Quantitative Research Designs 

2.4 Major Qualitative Research Designs 

2.5 Reliability and Validity 

Unit III: Data Collection and Analysis                                           16 

3.1 Primary and Secondary Sources of Data 

3.2 Probability and Non-Probability Sampling Techniques 

3.3 Quantitative Techniques and Tools 

3.4 Qualitative Techniques and Tools 

Unit IV: Scientific Research Writing                                                           8 



4.1. Types of Writings 

4.2. Exploring Research Issues in Rural Development 

4.3. Writing a Proposal 

4.4. Organization of the Research Writing 

4.5 Presentation of Research Writing 
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