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COURSES OF STUDY FOR MASTER OF ARTS
IN
LINGUISTICS
(SEMESTER BASED)

1. Introduction

Master of Arts in Linguistics in Tribhuvan University is two-year program consisting of four
semesters. It is 63 credit hours program which includes nineteen courses each of three credit
hours and a dissertation weighing six credit hours. One credit hour equals to sixteen teaching
hours. The designed courses are interdisciplinary and have conceived various theoretical
traditions and applied fields.

2. Objectives

On completion of courses for MA in Linguistics, the students are expected to develop
expertise in various fields of linguistics, ability to analyze languages at different levels, use
their knowledge in various practical fields such as language teaching, language
documentation, translation, lexicography, language policy and planning, language
revitalization, etc. Cosidering the multilingual reality of the country, as the courses have
accommodated research-based studies, it aims to prepare the graduates who will fulfull the
manpower demands to solve various language related problems in the market and in the

society at large.
3. Course details

The courses are broadly divided into four groups — introductory courses, courses related to
theoretical approaches, courses of interdisciplinary nature, and applied linguistics.
Intoductory courses are fundamental and deemed to be compulsory. Courses tought in first
and second semesters are compulsory. The first semester introduces foundational courses in
linguistics; namely, sounds of language, organization of grammar, meaning in language,
language and society, and research methodology. Courses to be tought in the second
seemester builds on the courses tought previously and introduce the extension of foundational
courses. They include advanced phonetics, generative phonology, generative syntax, topics in
grammar, and language and mind. The third semester introduces three compulsory courses
and two specializations. Compulsory courses comprise of issues and topics in Nepalese
linguistics, philosophy of language and linguistic typology. The specialization courses are
divided into two groups — one aims to provide with the advanced knowledge on specific
theoretical and methodological field and the other is interdisciplinary one. Students require to
choose one course from each group.

The offered theoretical courses are functional-typological grammar, functional grammar, role

and reference grammar, minimalist program, cognitive linguistics, lexical-functional
grammar, computational linguistics, corpus linguistics and mathematical linguistics.

Similarly, the advanced courses of interdisciplinary nature include anthropological )(-./
linguistics, neurolinguistics, cognitive science, first language acquisition, language and t;t//

media, multilingualism, language contact, biological foundation of language, evolution of
language and second language acquisition among others.

Fourth semester consists of three compulsory courses and two R cqurses. Field
linguistics, historical linguistics and dissertation are compulsory. % | :Erses aim to
motivate the students to apply the various knowledge gained so fags@folveqthe language
related problem in selected area. Applied linguistics group one inCludeggific courses hike

langua cumentatiofy, language policy and planning, educatiofia¥ K @ intercultural
com jon l.?(ic raphy, language and discourse, socio-phonetics, stylistics, language
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revitalization and discourse analysis. Similarly, applied linguistics group two includes the
courses like translation studies, language-in-education in Nepal, literacy, language and
tourism, indigenous linguistics, language rights and linguistic justice, and language teaching.
Table 1 below presents a flowchart of courses describing course titles, code numbers and

credit hours.

4. Teaching methods

The motto of linguistics is “linguistics is learnt by doing.” Lecture and classroom discussion
are the principal teaching-learning methods. Classroom interaction, reading/writing
assignments, group discussion and practical sessions are further parts of teaching-learning
environment. Conceptual and theoretical issues are always accompanied by relevant practical
exercises and/or case studies. In the courses except where the relevant and recommended
reading materials are reseach articles only, at least six relevant classic research articles, two
from each credit hour courses as far as possible, will be recommended for reading
assignments. The faculty board meeting will work out on the proposed set of research articles
before the beginning of each new session. Students will submit report on the assignments and
get feedback from the instructors.

5. Evaluation system

Evaluation system consists of external examination and internal assessment. External
examination is 60% and is basically theoretical. It is conducted by the Dean’s office as per its
designed schedule. The question format for this examination is provided below. Depending
on the nature of the course, the theoretical question may include practicle exercises too.
Internal assessment is continuous and consists of 40%. The internal assessment depends on
(i) attendance (ii) presentation and interaction or classroom participation (iii) written exam
and (iv) report on assignments. Applied linguistics may require a term paper or a small
research project depending on its nature.

6. Question format

Tribhuvan University
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

OFFICE OF THE DEAN lg 7ﬂ/
n

Question format o //
Master of Arts in Linguistics Full Marks: 60
Course Title: cooveveeenreneriencnnecs Pass Marks: 30
Code No: LING....... Time: 3 hrs

Semester: ........
Candidates are required to answer the questions in their own words as far as practicable.

Group (A)

(Long-answer questions)
Attempt any TWO questions. E 2x10=20

1. A long answer question from credit | ) ¢
2. A long answer question from credit 11 ) '«‘&I’F
3. A long answer question from credit 111 M e g«&

o
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Group (B)
(Short-answer questions)

Attempt any SIX questions. 6x5=30
4,
- X
6.
7.
8.
9
10.
11.
Group (C)

(Very short answer questions)
12. Attempt any four questions. (4 x 2.5=10)
a.
b.
G,
d.
e.
f

** Please balance between the theoretical and practical questions as per the nature of the
courses.

** Balance should be made between the contents and units/sections. No question, as far
as the nature and the contents of answer are concerned, should be repeated between
long/short/very short answer questions.

7. Dissertation
LING 655 is dissertation and it is compulsory. The student does independent research and

prepares a research report under the supervision of a teacher / supervisor. The submitted
research report will be evaluated by the research committee from the department first. The
student accommodates and incorporates the suggestions given and submits for final
evaluation. An external evaluator is assigned for the final evaluation and viva-voce will be

arranged for the defence.
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o COURSES OF STUDY: FLOWCHART
i TABLE 1: Compulsory courses semester I and I1
|1 Semester Il Semester
Code Course title Credit(Code Course title Credit
= Hours
a LING 501 [Sounds of language 3 LING 551 |Advanced phonetics 3
= [LING 502 [Organization of grammar |3 LING 552 |Generative phonology |3
é LING 503 [Meaning in language 3 LING 553 [Topics in grammar 3
; LING 504 [Language and society 3 LING 554 |Generative syntax 3
LING 505 |Research methodology 3 LING 555 |Language and mind 3
15 15
TABLE 2: Compulsory courses semester I11 and IV
111 Semester IV Semester
Code Course title Credit [Code Course title Credit
Hours
LING 601 |[Issues and topics in(3 LING 651 |Field linguistics 3
4 Nepalese linguistics
Q|LING 602 _[Philosophy of language [3 LING 652 |Historical linguistics |3
Z |LING 603 |Linguistic typology 3 LING 653 |Applied linguisticsI |3
o (Details in Table 5)
=1 [LING 604 |Specialization I (details(3 LING 654 |Applied linguistics II |3
= in Table 3) (Details in Table 6)
LING 605 |Specialization Il 3 LING 655 |Dissertation 6
(Details in Table 4)
15 18

Specialization courses

TABLE 3: Specialization I courses semester I1I (Any one from this group)
Code Course title Credit
LING 604-1 Functional-typological approach to rammar 3
LING 604-2 Role and reference grammar 3
LING 604-3 Cognitive linguistics 3 . /
LING 604-4 Lexical-functional grammar 3 \1,” '
LING 604-5 Minimalist program 3
LING 604-6 Functional grammar 3
LING 604-7 Computational linguistics 3
LING 604-8 Corpus linguistics 3
LING 604-9 Mathematical linguistics 3
TABLE 4: Specialization 11 courses semester III (Any one from this group)
Code Course title Credit
LING 605-1 Anthropological linguistics 3 $
LING 605-2 Neurolinguistics 3 X )
LING 605-3 Cognitive science . 3, &
LING 6054 Figst lanfruage acquisition 37 5 g
agbrand media 3 >
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LING 605-6 Multilingualism 3
LING 605-7 Language contact 3
LING 605-8 Indo-Aryan and Tibeto-Burman linguistics 3
LING 605-9 Writing system 3
LING 605-10 Sign language linguistics 3
LING 605-11 Spoken-multimodal linguistics 3
LING 605-12 Ethnolinguistics 3
LING 605-13 Biological foundation of language 3
LING 605-14 Evolution of language 3
LING 605-15 Second language acquisition 3
LING 605-16 Intercultural communication 3
LING 605-17 Language and discourse 3
LING 605-18 Discourse analysis 3
LING 605-19 Indigenous lanaguage and linguistics 3

Applied courses

TABLE 5: Applied I courses semester IV (Any one from this group)

Code Course title Credit
LING 653-1 Language documentation 3
LING 653-2 Language policy and planning 3
LING 653-3 Educational linguistics 3
LING 653-4 Lexicography 3
LING 653-5 Sociophonetics 3
LING 653-6 Stylistics 3
LING 653-7 Language revitalization 3
TABLE 6: Applied II courses semester IV (Any one from this group)
Code Course title Credit
LING 654-1 Translation studies 3
LING 654-2 Language-in-education (LiE) in Nepal 3
LING 654-3 Literacy 3
LING 654-4 Language and tourism 3
LING 654-5 Language rights and linguistic justice 3
LING 654-6 Language teaching 3
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Sounds of language

LING 501 Credit: 3
Teaching hours: 48

Evaluation: External exam (60%) and internal assessment (40%)

Course description

This course introduces the fundamental concepts of sounds in language. It includes the
articulatory description and basic physical properties of speech sounds, their arrangement,
and their function in language — basic ideas of phonetics and phonology together. The course
imparts the students with the essential skills required for recognizing, describing, transcribing
and analyzing a range of speech sounds from structural and functional perspectives.

General objectives

On the completion of this course the students will be acquinted with the structural and

functional properties of speech sounds. They will be able to describe speech sounds from

articulatory and acoustic perspectives and how a set of speech sounds are used in a language.

- be acquaint with the scope and background of study of the sound in language;

- acquire knowledge and apply it to analyze system of sounds within a language;

- acquire knowledge on and skill to describe anatomy and physiology of speech production;

- have knowledge about physical property of speech sounds and link these properties with
the anatomy and physiology of speech prodection;

- carry out research on sound system of any undescribed language, and prepare phonemic
inventory and phonological description;

- communicate their research findings in an organized form.

Specific objectives

On the completion of this course, the students will be able to:

- elucidate scope and background of the study of sounds in language;

- describe and classify speech sounds from articulatory perspectives; Yq/
- transcribe speech sounds using IPA; \9 AN A

- differentiate between phonetics and phonology; /

- analyze sound system of a language and prepare phonemic inventory;

- describe phonotactics and phonemic processes of a language;

- analyze spectra of speech sounds.

Course contents

Credit | Unit Teach.
hrs.
1 Study of speech sounds: an overview 3

1.1 Production, transmission and perception of speech sounds

1.2 Speech sounds in the system of language

1.3 An overview of the development on the study of speech sounds
2 Basics of articulation and phonetic transcription

2.1 The vocal tract

| 2.1.1 The sub-laryngeal vocal tract

2.1.2 The larynx

2.1.3 The supra-laryngeal vocal tract

2.2 The building blocks of speech

2.2.1 Airstream, larynx, and velum
anner of giticulation

™ dacg of art tion for consonants
(o] ’%a.m 4

[

9, . . e - . . .
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2.2.4 Vowels
2.2.5 Suprasegmentals
2.3 Phonetic transcription: IPA chart

3 Classification and description of consonants
3.1 Pulmonic consonants

3.1.1 Stops, nasals, and fricatives

3.1.2 Laterals, trills, taps, and other approximants
3.1.3 Contour and complex segments

3.2 Non-pulmonic consonants

3.2.1 Implosives

3.2.2 Ejectives

3.2.3 Clicks

4 Classification and description of vowels and suprasegmentals
4.1 Cardinal vowels

4.2 Dimensions of vowel quality
4.2.1 Height and backness

4.2.2 Tense/lax

4.2.3 Rounding

4.2.4 Central vowels

4.2.5 Contrasts among the low vowels
4.3 Nasality and voice quality

4.4 Length and diphthongs

4.5 Tone

|

5 Sound: system and analysis

5.1 The necessity of abstraction

5.2 Contrast and predictability: phonemes and allophones

5.2.1 Defining the phoneme

5.2.2 Phonemic analysis, inventory and phonemic transcription
5.3 Some complicating factors

5.3.1 Basic allophone

5.3.2 Phonetic similarity and complementary distribution

5.3.3 Free variation

5.3.4 Positional neutralization

5.4 Structuralism, behaviorism, and the decline of phonemic analysis

10

6 Phonotactics and alternations

6.1 Syllable structure and distribution of sounds
6.1.1 Onset, nucleus and coda

6.1.2 Sonority

6.1.3 Distribution of sounds within syllable
6.2 Phonotactic constraints

6.2.1 Actual words and possible words

6.2.2 Absolute and statistical generalizations
6.2.3 Borrowings

6.3 Analyzing alternations

6.4 Types of alternations

6.4.1 Local assimilation

6.4.2 Long-distance assimilation

6.4.3 cence

4. ilgdon (091.\ ’ :
o 4. 50 s—lalt“ infl ,'Ition
”@,’nga ACw®
o
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[ | 6.4.6 IEpenthesis

6.4.7 Deletion

6.4.8 Lengthening and shortening

6.4.9 Metathesis

6.4.10 Morphological interactions

7 Anatomy and physiology of speech production 8

7.1 Anatomy and physiology of respiration

7.2 Anatomy and physiology of the larynx

7.3 Anatomy and physiology of supra-laryngeal vocal tract: jaw,
tongue, pharynx, velum and lips

7.4 Gestural coordination

8 Physical properties of sound 8

8.1 Sound as pressure variation

8.2 Sinusoids, harmonics and formants

8.3 Adding sinusoids: complex waves

8.4 The vocal tract as a sound-producing device

8.5 Looking at speech

8.5.1 Spectra: glottal source, noise source, vowels

8.5.2 Waveform: Amplitude, frequency and time

8.5.3 Sound class and types of waveforms

8.5.4 Sounds in spectrogram: formants, duration, pitch and intensity

Il

Recommended reading

Roca, Iggy and Wyn Johnson. 1999. 4 workbook in phonology. Blackwell Publishing.

Zsiga, Elizabeth C. 2024. The sounds of language: an introduction to phonetics and
phonology, 2nd ed. Wiley-Blackwell.

Recommended articles

Ball, Martin J. 1989. The transcription of suprasegmentals in Welsh. Journal of the
International Phonetic Association, 19(2). 89-96.

Cho, Tachong & Peter Ladefoged. 1999. Variation and universals in VOT: evidence from 18
languages. Journal of Phonetics, 27. 207-229.

Deshpande, Madhav. 2000. Indian theories on phonetics. In Sylvain Auroux, E. F. K.
Koemer, Hans-Josef Niederehe & Kees Versteegh (eds.) History of the language
sciences: an international handbook on the evolution of the study of language from the
beginnings to the present, vol 1. 137-146. De Gruyter.

Halle, M., G. W. Hughes & J.-P. A. Radley. 1957. Acoustic properties of stop consonants.

The Journal of the Acoustical Society of America, 29(1).

Jones, Daniel. 1957. The history and meaning of the term phoneme. International Phonetic
Association.

Kemp, J. Alan. 2001. The history and development of a universal phonetic alphabet in the
19th century: from the beginnings to the establishment of the IPA. In Sylvain Auroux, E.
F. K. Koerner, Hans-Josef Niedereche & Kees Versteegh (eds.) History of the language
sciences: an international handbook on the evolution of the study of language from the
beginnings to the present, Vol. 2, 1572-1584, De Gruyter.

Kilbury, James. 1974. The emergence of morphophonemics: a survey of th
from 1876 to 1939, Lingua, 33(3). 235-252. doi:10.1016/0024-3841
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Lisker, Leigh. 1989. On the interpretation of vowel “Quality™: The dimension of rounding.
Journal of the International ~ Phonetic  Association,  19(1).  24-30.  DOL:
10.1017/S0025100300005880
Ohde, Ralph N. 1984, Fundamental frequency as an acoustic correlate of stop consonant
voicing. Journal of the Acoustical Society of America, 75(1). 224-230.

Swadesh, Morris. 1934, The phonemic principle. Language, 10(2). 117-129.

Turin, Mark. 2004, The phonology of Thangmi: a Tibeto-Burman language of Nepal. Journal
of Asian and African Studies, 67. 63-103.

Additional reading list

Ashby, Michael & John Maidment. 2005. Introducing phonetic science. Cambridge
University Press.

Ashby, Patricia. 2011. Understanding phonetics. Routledge.

Cahill, Lynne. 2019. Discovering phonetics and phonology. Red Globe Press.

Davenport, Mike & S. J. Hannahs. 2020. Introducing phonetics and phonology, 4th ed.
Routledge.

Gick, Bryan, lan Wilson, & Donald Derrick. 2013. Articulatory phonetics. Wiley-Blackwell.

Hayes, Bruce. 2008. Introductory phonology. Wiley-Blackwell.

Hewlett, Nigel & Janet Beck. 2006. An Introduction to the science of phonetics. Queen
Margaret University College.

IPA Chart (the latest version)

Johnson, Keith. 2012. Acoustic and auditory phonetics, 3rd ed. Wiley-Blackwell.

Jones, Mark J. & Rachael-Anne Knight (eds.). 2013. Bloomsbury companion to phonetics.
Bloomsbury Academic.

Knight, Rachael-Anne. 2012. Phonetics: a coursebook. Cambridge University Press.

Ladefoged, Peter & Keith Johnson. 2015. 4 course in phonetics, Tth ed. Cengage Learning.

Marchal, Alain. 2009. From speech physiology to linguistic phonetics. John Wiley & Sons,
Inc.

Reetz, Henning & Allard Jongman. 2011. Phonetics: transcription, production, acoustics,
and perception. Wiley-Blackwell.

Roca, Iggy & Wyn Johnson. 1999. 4 course in phonology. Blackwell Publishers.

Wayland, Ratree. 2019. Phonetics: a practical introduction. Cambridge University Press.

Yadav, Ramawater. 1984. Maithili phonetics and phonology. Selden and Tamm.
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Organization of grammar

LING 502 Credit: 3
Teaching hours: 48

Evaluation: External exam (60%) and internal assessment (40%)

Course description

This course aims to introduce the fundamental concepts of grammar. It provides the students
with the basic knowledge of components of grammar and the working of these components in
the structural organization of words and sentences. The course incorporates the foundational

topics traditionally studied within morphology and syntax.

General objectives

This course is designed to equip the students with the basic know-how to analyze words and
sentences of any language and discover rules behind their structures. It enables them to
acquire the methods, tools and approaches in describing a grammar of a language.

Specific objectives

In completion of this course, the students will be:

- familiar with the basic concepts of grammar;

- able to differentiate word, lexeme and word classes and analyze them;

- able to differentiate between inflectional and derivational systems of word formation;

- able to describe morphophonemic processes;

- able to categorize lexical and syntactic units according to their structural and functional
properties;

- able to describe phrase structure and discover phrase structure rules

- able to identify the syntactic constituents and relations between them; and

- able to analyze multi-clausal constructions.

Course contents
Credit | Unit

Teach.

1. Basic concepts of grammar >
1.1 Introduction to grammar

1.2 Grammar as a system of rules

1.3 Grammar as behavior

1.4 Descriptive vs. prescriptive grammars
1.5 Trends in grammar: formalism and functionalism /
1.6 Knowledge of grammar L? X v
! 1.7 Language variation and logic of universal grammar > £
2. Introduction to word, lexeme and word classes 4
2.1 Morphology and its scope

2.2 Introduction to ‘word’

2.3 Lexeme, word form and the grammatical word

2.4 Word classes: traditional parts of speech and identifying criteria
2.5 Structure of lexicon

7
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