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FOREWORD

I would like to share an immense pleasure to write this Foreword for the First International
Symposium on Chinese Language Education in Nepal's Proceedings. This conference embodies
a landmark progress in cooperation between Center for Language Education and Cooperation of
the People’s Republic of China, Embassy of the People's Republic of China in Nepal , East
China University of Technology, Qinghai Minzu University and Tribhuvan University. The
Confucius Institute has the full support of Tribhuvan University in all of its undertakings. The
Institute deserves praise for its efforts in promoting intellectual and cultural exchanges between
China and Nepal. Thus far, our partnership with ECUT, QMU, and other Chinese universities via
the Confucius Institute has enhanced our academic environment and fortified the bonds among
our establishments.

The Confucius Institute at Tribhuvan University has been credited for some of its remarkable
accomplishments. In our university and the larger Nepali community, the Institute has played a
key role in promoting Chinese language and culture. Through its initiatives, Tribhuvan
University has already become a vibrant institution to immensely enhance academic excellence
and cultural value.

It is a momentous occasion that the first-ever international symposium on Chinese language
education in Nepal and its proceedings are published. Through this conference, scholars from
various fields have shared their research findings and viewpoints regarding the instruction of
Chinese. The conference was captured in the proceedings, which demonstrated how the group
worked together to enhance Chinese language training in Nepal.

Let me use this opportunity to express my gratitude to everyone who helped out with this
program, including the organizers and participants, for their genuine commitment and positive
interactions. In order to make these proceedings in this present form, the Confucius Institute at
Tribhuvan University has worked closely with our Chinese partner universities.

We are looking forward to work together in the days to come too.

Professor Khadga K.C., PhD
Rector

Tribhuvan University
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Foward

Chen Song,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the People's Republic of China to
Nepal

With the steady progress of high-quality joint construction of the "Belt and
Road," China-Nepal cultural exchanges and pragmatic cooperation in various fields
have become increasingly close. As an important part of China-Nepal relations,
education cooperation carries the understanding and friendship between the two
countries. As an important platform for educational cooperation between China and
Nepal, the Confucius Institute at Tribhuvan University has been committed to
promoting Chinese education in Nepal for many years and has achieved remarkable
results.

Chinese is the language of China as well as the language of the world. As a
bridge and link for teaching Chinese language and spreading Chinese culture,
Confucius Institute have been playing an active role in promoting cultural and
people-to-people exchanges and deepening mutual learning among civilizations. The
development of Chinese education in Nepal has not only promoted the Nepalese
people's understanding of Chinese culture, but also laid a solid foundation for
cooperation between the two countries in broader areas. | believe that with the joint
efforts of China and Nepal, Chinese language education in Nepal will make more
brilliant achievements.

This collection of papers brings together a number of research papers in the
field of Chinese education in Nepal, covering The Status of Chinese Teaching in Nepal,
Tourism Chinese Teaching, The Development of Confucius Institutes and other
aspects. Through in-depth research and detailed analysis, the authors discussed the
challenges and opportunities faced by Chinese education in Nepal, and put forward
many constructive comments and suggestions. The publication of this collection of
papers is not only a comprehensive display of the achievements of Chinese education
in Nepal, but also a beautiful prospect for future development.

| hope that this collection of papers can provide useful reference for the
research and practice of Chinese education in Nepal. More scholars and educators be
inspired to engage in the development of Chinese education in Nepal and contribute
wisdom and strength to Sino-Nepal cultural exchanges and educational cooperation
through this collection of papers.

Chen Song
July 2024
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Condition of Chinese language teaching and learning in Nepal in context of higher

secondary school
FBIAREHRIMEBOERE S ZIMNIR
Pranaya Chitrakar #3#YE'Li Shuangcheng ZEX} 5k

1. Background

About the condition of Chinese language teaching in Nepal, although the history of
Chinese teaching in Nepal is not long, after China and Nepal signed the “Belt and Road”
cooperation agreement in 2017, the number of Nepalese learning Chinese language increased
rapidly. Every year many Nepalese go to China to learn Chinese language. In addition, as the
demand for Chinese language increases, many schools in Nepal have begun to offer Chinese
language courses. Hanban, China, has also begun to establish Confucius Institutes in Nepal.
Every year, many Chinese volunteer teachers come to Nepal to teach Chinese language. One
of the reason behind this increase in the demand of Chinese language in Nepal is also the
increase in economic exchanges between two countries which rose the demand of Chinese
talents in different sectors, mainly tourism, trade, Chinese investment companies and Chinese

construction projects.

In present context Chinese language teaching and learning has only been focused in
very few parts of Nepal. Among the learners, the number of students learning Chinese
language has been found more in number firstly at primary and secondary level and secondly
at college or university level, whereas the number of higher secondary students learning
Chinese language as well as number of higher secondary schools with the Chinese language
course being included in their curriculum is comparatively less. This article mainly deals with
the needs and importance of Chinese language teaching and learning, problems and solutions
of Chinese language teaching and learning at higher secondary level in Nepal and some

suggestions to generate quality students in this level.

2. Need and importance of Chinese language teaching and learning for Higher

Secondary School in Nepal

! Pranaya Chitrakar 183l : JEFIBEARFEILEN, MEHREBRFFLFFERBA LT INEHH/Master’s Degree graduate,
Beijing Language and Culture University, Local Language teacher of Confucius Institute at Kathmandu University.

2 ZEWAk/Li Shuangcheng: SETJEE BB AR, INEHEBA AL F 2B H 7B/ Professor of Hebei University of
Economics and Business, Chinese Director of Confucius Institute at Kathmandu University.
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In this section we shall be discussing about the benefits that students shall get or the
gateways that will open after they have studied Chinese language in the higher secondary

level which are as follows:
L HSK certificates and its possibilities

HSK (hanyu shuiping kaoshi) is an examination that determines the Chinese
proficiency level of Chinese language learners. With the increase in level of Chinese
language proficiency, the opportunities that the learners get also increases. Normally in 2
years of Chinese language learning, higher secondary level students can achieve up to the

level of HSK 3. The possibilities of different levels of the HSK are as follows:

(a) Possibilities of HSK 2 certificate: The HSK 2 certificate falls on the basic
Chinese language level and is an examination of 300 Chinese language vocabulary.
After a learner achieves the level of HSK 2, H/she shall get qualified to participate
in the short term summer or winter camps organized by different institutions such
as Confucius Institute. In this camp the participants not only get a chance to
explore China and Chinese culture, but also get chance to improve one’s Chinese
language. The trip usually offers free accommodation and food as well as free
travel inside China. However, the air tickets for both ways has to be arranged by
the participants themselves. Students of Higher secondary level having a sharp and
young mind and also being just eligible for international travels are the perfect
group for such opportunities, which also clarifies the one of the need and
importance of having a Chinese language course at this level.

(b) Possibilities of HSK 3 certificate: The HSK 3 certificate falls on the basic
Chinese language level and is an examination of 600 Chinese language vocabulary.
After a learner achieves the level of HSK 3, H/she shall get qualified to apply for 1
semester (marks of HSK3 examination being not less than 180) or 1 year (marks of
HSK 3 examination being not less than 210) of Language learning program. The
program has the facilities of free tuitions fees and lodging and also provides the
stipends of 2500RMB to each student every month. During the training program
learners can achieve the level of HSK4 or HSK 5 and then be eligible to apply for
the bachelor’s degree Scholarship program in China, the pays and perks of the
program being the same i.e. free education fees and lodging and the stipends of

2500RMB to each student every month. The eligible age to apply for the
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bachelor’s degree scholarship program is 18-25 yeas. In this case, students of
higher secondary level are the perfect group of students for this program because
not only this group of students has a suitable age, but also the program will provide

a good platform to develop their career in the Chinse language background.

1I. Opportunity for career development for students

China has become a major player in the global economy, and its influence continues
to grow. Learning Chinese language opens up various opportunities for students in business,
trade, and international relations. It allows them to tap into one of the world's largest markets
and work with Chinese companies. In addition to economic opportunities, many
multinational companies seek employees who can communicate effectively in Chinese.
Having proficiency in Chinese in an early age can give students a competitive edge in the job

market and increase their chances of career advancement.
II1.  Opportunity to make Chinese friends and to know about their Culture and lifestyle

The population of China was recorded to be 1.412 billion as per the census of 2021,

whereas Chinese language is the second most spoken language in the world. In this context
learning Chinese language gives an opportunity to be able to communicate with a large
portion of the population in the world which also may gateways for many other opportunities.
While doing so, Students can also get chance to learn about the culture, tradition and lifestyle
of the people of Chinese community in an appropriate age which will benefit students to

communicate with Chinese people in a proper manner when necessary.
V. Opportunity to learn Chinese language according to the needs of owns major

In context of Nepal, majors of students are separated from the higher secondary level
through which the paths of the students for their career are made clear. In this context having
a Chinese language course in their study can help students learn the necessary knowledge

about Chinese Language and support the idea of Vocational Chinese education.

V. Opportunity to Contribute own self to fulfill the scarcity of Chinese talents in

different sectors

-23-



The economic and trade exchanges between Nepal and China have been frequent since a
long time ago, which became even more frequent after Nepal signed the "Belt and Road"
cooperation agreement in 2017.In present context the economic exchanges between two
countries is very frequent in many areas, specially Trade, tourism, Construction projects and
Investment Projects. However, one of the problems that all these areas are facing is that lack
of necessary number and suitable Chinese talents. For example: Chinese tourists visiting
Nepal are increasing year by year, but amount of suitable Chinese tourist guide is still limited.
Similar is the condition with the number of translators in Investment and Construction
companies. In this context learning Chinese language at a suitable time can not only fulfill the
demands of Chinese talents, but also can help students to contribute themselves to prosper the

exchanges between two countries.

3. Difficulties in Chinese language teaching and learning in context of higher
secondary school

We have already discussed that there is a certain need and importance of Chinese

language teaching and learning in context of Higher Secondary Schools. However, due to

some problems Chinese language teaching and learning has not been able to be conducted in

the higher secondary level of Nepal which are:

1. Chinese language Course included in the curriculum of HSEB is not practical

According to the syllabus of Chinese language courses present in the curriculum of HSEB,
students has to start learning Chinese language from Grade 9 and by the time they reach
grade 12, they shall attain the level of Chinese language equivalent to HSK 4. However, there
are only countable number of Schools that provides education for Grade 9-10 and Grade 11-
12 in the same institution. Therefore, if an institution has to follow the requirement, it can
only begin to teach Chinese language in grade 11 and make the students reach the level
equivalent to HSK 4 in two years which is almost impossible. Apart from this the syllabus
consist of the Chinese characters which students must master that are very hard to understand

to the teacher themselves and do not seem practical.

11. Deficiency of Books while learning
Textbooks are the materials required for teaching and learning. However, due to Chinese
textbooks not being available in many places, students and teachers can only use the printed

versions of the textbooks. Besides, there are a few number of public schools teaching Chinese
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language in their institutions. The students in such institutions due to their financial condition
are even not being able to buy the printed versions. Such Lack of text books are having direct

impact on learning and teaching results.

II1. Class arrangements and Number of Students

Chinese language course running in some High schools are mostly interest course, due to
which the time of the class is usually arranged after the school hours. This results in the
decrease of number of students as maximum number of students are in hurry to return home
after the School finishes. Apart from this Chinese course are added as an ECA course due to
which number of students are generally less in the class. Students not being able to
understand the Needs and benefits of Chinese Language is also one of the major reasons
behind this. Besides due to number of students being less many institutions loose hope and
stop continue the classes which is also one of the major problem why Chinese language is not

getting stability at Higher secondary level.

4. Possible Solutions
1. Revise the present syllabus of Chinese language course present in the Curriculum
of HSEB

In the above section we have discussed that the present syllabus of Chinese Language
Course present in the curriculum of HSEB is not practical. Therefore, revising the curriculum
can only be the possible solution for this problem. Normally, Students change their
institutions after the SEE exam in grade 10, therefore a syllabus for two years (Grade 11 and
Grade 12) starting from the basic level can be appropriate as per the education system of
Nepal. Moreover, if the syllabus is made for 2 years, the requirement of attaining the level

similar to that of HSK 3 can be more suitable.

11. Distribution of Books

Text books are the medium to teach and learn. Therefore, lack of text books can have
direct impact on the teaching and learning results. This is the reason why textbooks must be
provided in a sufficient amount to both teachers and students as printed copies may have the
issues of copyright and also may not be appropriate for better results. Government and the
related institutions must play an active role towards the distribution of suitable books to

teachers and students, specially the books of HSK. In this way students can also prepare
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properly, get good results in the related exams and thus welcome great opportunities in their

future.

1I1. Motivate students to study Chinese Language

Students are usually unaware about the importance of Chinese Language and what role it
can play in their career development. Number of students being very less or the number of
students decreasing day by day are the major results of this unawareness. Apart from this,
some students start learning Chinese language only because of the pressure of School and
parents. In such conditions orientation programs can be launched to open the eyes of the
students where they shall get an opportunity to learn about the benefits and importance of
Chinese Language. Apart from Orientation, Chinese cultural events can also be organized to
raise the interest of students towards Chinese language and culture. Here items of
papercutting, Chinese knots, calligraphy, tea culture and other more items can be displayed to

make students realize that Chinese language learning is not boring but interesting.

1V. Quality Over Quantity

Number of Students being very less is the most common problem being faced by
institutions that are running Chinese classes, due to which Chinese language courses are not
getting stability at many places. In this case people should have a concept of quality over
quantity and do not lose hope. Although the number of students taking Chinese language
course is less but this less number of students may have the possibility to develop their career
in the Chinese background. Hence, people should be motivated to not lose hope and continue

their learning despite of number of students being less.

5. Some Ideas regarding Cultivating quality students

In the above topics we have discussed that although number of students learning Chinese
language is less at Higher secondary level, quality students still can be cultivated from the
available number of students. We have discussed some ways to cultivate such quality

students below:

1. Motivate Students to learn Chinese language through their interest
Interest plays a vital role in learning new skills. A person who is interested can do
anything better and faster than the person who is not interested. In this case, if we can

motivate students to learn Chinese Language according to their hobbies and interest,
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Learning can be fun and the results will also be great. Interest may vary from person to
person. Students who love to sing can be taught Chinese songs, Students interested in
watching dramas can be suggested and motivated to watch more and more Chinese dramas,
students who are into online games can be suggested Chinese online games where they can
not only play but also make Chinese friends. Such type of language acquisition certainly will
help students master target language faster and better and they will certainly have fun while

doing it.

1I. Create more environment of Language Acquisition

Mastering a language is a process that requires a lot of practice, the main purpose of
learning a language being communication. At classroom what students usually learns is a
theoretical knowledge, but they can only master a language if only h/she becomes able to
utilize what h/she has learned. In this condition more and more environment should be
created for students outside the classroom to let them practice what they have learned. Such
platform can be created as per their hobbies and interest as mentioned above or some Chinese
friends can also be recommended to the students so that they will find a good partner to

improve their Chinese language.

111. Practice as per habit

Students of Higher Secondary level have a habit of doing a lot of assignments. As they
are used to doing assignments, it can be more easy for them to finish the assignments of
Chinese language course. Assignments that can improve the skills of listening, speaking,
reading and writing can be given to students so they can practice these skills more and
improve themselves.

In short, Chinese language teaching and learning has a great scope in higher secondary

level of Nepal. Therefore, we have to make an effort to make it more effective. This can not
only help students build their career but also help the whole nation to fulfill the current need

of Chinese talents at many sectors.
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Urgency of Academic Classes in Chinese Language in Nepal
Bam Dev Adhikari!

Introduction: Studies have found that our ancestors spent millions of years without producing
any sound. According to Candice Goucher and Linda Walten, about 2,00,000 years ago, in the
process of evolution, the human larynx lowered and allowed the oral cavity to pass through the
air and produce sound (5). This allowed early man to produce verbal sounds and ultimately to
create language. During these two hundred thousand years, thousands of languages were formed.
It is said that about seven thousand languages exist among the human population of about eight
billion today. Over the centuries new languages have been developed and some of them have
already been dead. Sanskrit, the source of many languages in the Indian sub-continent is now
limited only to academia. Similarly, Latin, the principal language of Europe once, does not have

any mother tongue speakers at present. Each language has its unique characteristic features.

The uninterrupted migration of people throughout the globe created different linguistic groupings.
The roots of the Nepali and Chinese languages are far apart. Nepali language evolved from Indo-
European language to Indo-Iranian language to Sanskrit, then Prakrit and Nepali. Similarly, the
Chinese language evolved through the Sino-Tibetan language. The Nepali language is
phonographic whereas the Chinese language is logographic. The units of sound in the Nepali
language are represented by letters while these units are represented by characters in the Chinese
language. Nepali language speakers can understand most of the Indian languages without
learning because of the same linguistic roots but the Chinese language cannot be understood as it
belongs to different linguistic roots. When a Nepali speaker communicates with a Chinese
speaker, one of them has to learn the other’s language. Nepali and Chinese speakers can take the
help of a third language e. g. English to communicate with each other. Nelson Mandela once
wrote, “If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head. If you talk to
him in his language that goes to his heart.” In order to understand each other’s heart, either

Chinese people have to learn Nepali or Nepali have to learn the Chinese language.

Nepali Language Promotion in China

1 Bam Dev Adhikari: PhD, Associate Professor, Tri-Chandra Multiple Campus . Former Principal, Campus of International
Languages
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China is far bigger than Nepal both in terms of area and population and so it is not possible to
promote the Nepali language in China. So far, a few Chinese universities are running classes in
the Nepali language. Yunan University, Yunan Minzu University, Communication University of
China, Beijing Foreign Language University, and Xinang Minzu University Xi’an have been
running academic classes in the Nepali language mostly at the bachelor’s level. Only Yunan
Minzu University teaches the Nepali language at the Master’s level but the number of students in
the Master’s level is very low. The university graduates of the Nepali language from the above-
mentioned universities find jobs in Sino-Nepal customs points and business areas. These Nepali
language graduates cannot promote the Nepali language in China. So, only one option, the
promotion of the Chinese language in Nepal can accelerate person-to-person communication

between Chinese and Nepali citizens.
Chinese Language Promotion in Nepal

So far, Nepali institutions have been teaching ten different foreign languages (Chinese, Japanese,
Korean, Arabic, English, German, French, Spanish, Russian and Italian) formally and informally.
English has been a compulsory subject in Nepali schools for the last five decades but other
languages are taught sporadically depending on the demand of the international job market.
Formal Chinese language instruction in Nepal seems to have begun about six decades ago. At
present, Nepal’s universities and schools, Chinese institutions, and professional organizations
have been making efforts to promote the Chinese language in Nepal. In other words, Chinese is

being promoted by both the public and private sectors.
Bishwa Bhasha Campus (Campus of International Languages), Tribhuvan University

The history of Chinese language instruction in Nepal is not a new phenomenon. Informally,
many Nepali people started to learn the Chinese language long ago but officially, Chinese
language instruction began in Nepal in 1961, with the establishment of Bishwa Bhasha School
(International Language School) in Kathmandu. The same Bishwa Bhasha School
metamorphosed into Bishwa Bhasha Campus (Campus of International Languages (CIL)) in
1972 when Tribhuvan University, the only university in Nepal then made Bishwa Bhasha
Campus one of its constituent campuses. The official records in Bishwa Bhasha Campus show
that the language school was established by Niranjan Bhattarai with the approval of His Majesty
King Mahendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev. Initially, the language school included Chinese, Russian,
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French, German and English languages. Niranjan Bhattarai had learned the Chinese language at
Banaras Hindu University (BHU), India. After completing his Master’s degree from BHU, he
got special training in the Chinese language in Beijing. In the initial days, Mr. Bhaattarai
himself taught the Chinese language. Anup Ranjan Bhattarai, Niranjan Bhattarai’s son and a
fluent speaker of the Chinese language, and Kumar Khadka, an active Chinese language
instructor in Nepal published a paper on the contribution made by Niranjan Bhattarai in the

promotion of the Chinese language in Nepal. The authors quote from a newspaper:

The School of International Languages was a private language school when he founded it.
On June 17, 1961, the front page of the Gorkhapatra newspaper published a piece of

news that His Majesty King Mahendra inaugurated the School of International Languages
at the Royal Hotel. At the inauguration ceremony, besides His Majesty King Mahendra,
Queen Ratna, ministers, representatives of diplomatic missions and well-known

personalities participated in the ceremony. (99)

Niranjan Bhattarai, thus, initiated the formal Chinese language instruction in Nepal. The tradition
was strengthened in the later days with the cooperation given by the Embassy of the People’s
Republic of China in Nepal. The advent of the third millennium gave momentum to the
dissemination of the Chinese language in Nepal. The establishment of the Confucius Institute
Headquarters (Hanban) allowed Chinese Universities to go abroad for the promotion of the
Chinese language and as a neighboring country, Nepali universities got the advantage of the

Chinese policy. Kathmandu University was the first institute in Nepal to grab that opportunity.
Confucius Institute, Kathmandu University

The Confucius Institute was established in Kathmandu University in 2007 in the cooperation of
Hebei University of Economics and Business and it was ratified by the Office of Chinese
Language Council International. The main objective of the institute is to promote the Chinese
language and culture in Nepal. In the fourteen years of its establishment, the institute has taught
thousands of students and recommended hundreds of them to study higher-level Chinese
language courses in Chinese universities. Similarly, the institute has organized several cultural
delegations, summer camps, winter camps and exchange programs. According to Prof. Li
Shuangchrng, the director of the Confucius Institute at KU, the institution has been running four

Confucius Classrooms and 9 other teaching units. He says that the institute runs both short-term
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and long-term classes in the Chinese language. As per his information, more than 20 thousand
Nepali nationals have taken three-month courses in Chinese language from 2011 to 2019.
Because of the outbreak of COVID-19, there was a disruption in Chinese language classes.
About 600 students have been learning the Chinese language at present. In the early days of its
establishment, all the classes were taken by native Chinese teachers but now the institution has
employed Nepali teachers who have taken their degrees from different universities in China,
mainly Beijing Language and Culture University. KU has been conducting various activities to

promote the Chinese language in Nepal.
Confucius Institute, Tribhuvan University

Confucius Institute was established in Tribhuvan University only in 2019 in collaboration with
the East China University of Technology. The attempts were made to establish CI in TU from
2012 and frequent visits were made by the authorities of Three Gorges University of China and
Henan University but they failed to establish CI in TU. Eventually, it was established in
collaboration with the East China University of Technology. Prof. Liu arrived in Nepal in
December 2021 and he has been making plans to run Chinese language classes now. According
to Prof. Liu, they have only run online classes so far and they will manage physical classes soon.
It’s a challenging task to run new programs amidst Covid crippled period but Prof. Liu seems
very optimistic. Prof. Xin Lugao replaced Prof. Liu as the second director of CI in TU and has
been working jointly with the institution’s Nepal side director Dr. Balmukunda Regmi. Both
directors have given momentum to teach the Chinese language at Tribhuvan University and

some government schools.
Lumbini Buddhist University

Lumbini Buddhist University is located about one hundred eighty miles away from Kathmandu,
the capital of Nepal. It’s a newly established university (founded in 2004) with the mission of
spreading core Buddhist values and promoting world peace. The university has offered Chinese
language and culture courses to the students of bachelor’s degree since 2019. Dr. Kumar Khadka,
who studied Chinese language first at the Bishwa Bhasha campus and then at BLCU, Beijing has
been instructing Chinese language at LBU. According to him, about fifty students have been
learning the Chinese language now and two of them have already passed HSK three. It’s the only

government institution to teach the Chinese language outside Kathmandu Valley.
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Confucius Classroom, LRI School

LRI School is one of the leading private English medium schools in a prime location in the
Kathmandu Valley. The school has taught the Chinese language to thousands of schools so far.
Confucius Institute Classroom was established in LRI in 2011 in collaboration with Beijing
International Chinese Language College. The classes had been disrupted for a couple of years
because of the sudden outbreak of Covid 19 but they have been resumed after the arrival of Ms.
Wu Yuan in April 2022. Ms. Wu Yuan says about five hundred students are learning the Chinese

language at present.
Organizations and Agencies

The organizations Established by China Returnees like the Araniko Society, Teacher Association
of Chinese Language, Nepal China Culture Hub, China Cultural Centre in Nepal, Chinese
Education Society, Immersion Mandarin Academy, Nepal-China Educational and Cultural
Centre, World Cultural Net and many others have done their best to spread Chinese language and
culture in Nepal. These organizations are helping Nepali students to get scholarships in Chinese
universities. They also help Nepali schools and colleges to find Chinese language teachers.
Further, these organizations arrange periodical conferences, workshops, seminars and talk
programs for the promotion of the Chinese language in Nepal. The following photograph is an

example of such activities.
What Goes Wrong in the Instruction of Chinese Language in Nepal

So far Chinese language has been taught to the wrong target group. Private institutions instruct
the Chinese language to adult learners who aspire to learn the Chinese language either to work in
the Nepali tourism market or to go to China for higher education. Private institutes are doing a
good job. The efforts to promote Chinese language and culture in junior schools have been a
fiasco. These tender age students learn the Chinese language, paper-cutting skills, knot-making
skills, Chinese songs and Chinese dances only for fun. These students learn Chinese up to grade
eight and when they complete their SLC (Grade XII) most of them forget what they learned from
Chinese teachers. Their knowledge of the Chinese language cannot help them to win
scholarships in Chinese universities and to find jobs in the Nepali job market. So, the Chinese

language should be taught to those students who have gained a little bit of maturity.
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There are problems while instructing the Chinese language to mature students too. The author

worked as the principal of CIL from June 2012 to May 2016. My experience of four years shows

a trend that only about fifty percent of the students who join Chinese language classes in the

beginning of the semester appear in their semester examinations. Most of them do not join the

second semester. As the following table shows, the number of students goes decreasing in the

forthcoming semesters and the number reaches the single digit in the sixth semester.

S.N. | Year | Examinee Examinee Examinee Examinee Examinee Examinee
students in the | students in | students in the | students in | students in students in
first Semester | the Second | Third the fourth the Fifth the Sixth

Semester Semester semester Semester Semester

1. | 2011 | 135 55 16 4

2. 12012 | 166 58 17 5

3. 12013 | 156 40 11 4

4. 12014 | 216 65 16 10 5

5. 12015 | 225 101 28 11 8 2
6. | 2016 | 286 155 15 10 5 2
7. 12017 | 245 138 15 11 10 3
8. 12018 | 355 145 50 18 5 3
9. 12019 | 455 205 50 26 10 6
10.| 2020 | 365 138 15 11 10 3

Why does the number decrease from three digits to a single digit? Bishwa Bhasha campus is

fully government-funded campus and the students can learn all languages at a minimal cost.

Most of the students get scholarships to study Chinese language in reputed Chinese Universities

after completing their three years of studies. The three-year graduates have got jobs in Nepal

with handsome salaries. It shows that the knowledge of the Chinese language has great potential.

But, why does the number decrease semester by semester? It is yet to find out why the dropout

ratio is high in the Chinese language. The concerned agencies, universities and CIs have to do

research in this area. One major cause of the dropouts is the lack of obligation. The learners do
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not lose anything even if they drop their classes in the middle of their studies. This indicates that

the students will learn it sincerely if they learn it as an academic subject.

Curriculum Development Center (CDC) has made the following course structure for grades xi

and xii.
Compulsory Subjects:
Class 11 Class 12
Nepali I Nepali II
English I English 1T
Social Studies Life Skills Education

Optional Subjects: CDC has divided the optional subjects into four groups and the students can

choose three subjects from four groups, a subject from a group. Fourteen different languages are
included in group C of optional subjects. Chinese language can be incorporated in grade XI and
XII curricula as an optional subject matching with two other subjects. The following alternatives

can be good for the job market. The chart of all subjects is given in the appendix.
1* alternative: Hospitality Management + Food and Nutrition+ Chinese Language
2" alternative: Rural Development +Horticulture Chinese Language
3 Alternative: Accounting + Hotel Management +Chinese Language
4™ Alternative: Agronomy +Sociology +Chinese Language

CDC has separated 160 hours for each optional subject and in this connection, the students
opting Chinese language will be exposed to about three hundred hour classes in two academic

years.
Conclusion

As the language of a neighboring country, the Chinese language cannot be learned through other
means like that of the Hindi language and it must be learned meticulously. Despite the attempts
made in the six decades or more, the Chinese language has not been promoted on a wider scale.

Two Confucius Institutes, Confucious classrooms and private instates are doing their job but the
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efforts are still inadequate for the wider promotion of the Chinese language in Nepal. Introducing
Chinese language and culture in lower secondary level schools cannot address the requirement of
Chinese language learning in Nepal. Only the academic instruction of the Chinese language in
grades xi and xii can create a positive scope of Chinese language learning in Nepal. Motivation
is necessary for high school students and if some scholarship quotas in medicine and engineering

are reserved in advance, the students can learn the language with zeal and enthusiasm.
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Discussion on the Current Situation and Existing Problems of Chinese Character
Teaching in Nepal
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Gb, T FAFER N . SIS R 5 RETT & ST A& I S ) T B E oG As 2
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B e BA H R s R A R T — DM RIFF S .

2. R 7 EHIX 5 3

% 83 JE P EAE R 7 2 SRS IR 7k, DLAGERR 22 1 Hh [ i T 1m) JE vA
IR, JEWURINVE 2 1 AN L S VI A R Re e 5 I 00E . BT, KEHEDHL AR CEHF
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(PRARDGERD) ZAEZRTr (BOSEET L) RN — S E A8, #ubE 2019 4, 2
A HE TEE. RIESE A5 MR, IR A SN2 o

I ZRE KBTI T, AREZA L. BRI TIEFRNRCMAAE, A

s[5 ¥, BUR. RGP BOOME B SR AR DU I SR R AR T L] iR S Hee S
it 5t, 2001 (04) .

-39-



1G5 BMERE R, DU ARG DU T A SRy ) 5 R T . BUTASBE R ST ABESS DU7
HEANRE R, Ry — P85, P es e fEub oy, BT
(PRARDGRY —IRIPHBL “IR, JBH, A7 =ADERER, BEBZHNT, F5EA]
FHRCORIRMAE . HK, SR RERIFIHRSRZ k. BS54 (2018) Fig T H#IEA M
DUTLRE “FE7 Wik, WA, BN H RS E T By 7 IR
/NI, FE 1998 SEMUAT I (IARDUEE ] 73R) &, A b M AR E —HRE,
RE, W, SEME, B4 MERE—, MWE 1 MERNFE. EERREANE
AR A, BB AT BN RS . T H CBRIRDGE) IR L, N
MEEFIENE, XA BN BT INEMA G IR AR, X USRS 78 i
FEAMI o
4. REHFZRANES

JETRALSL AN AR R Py B R AR EM %k b, ISR BT SKBr IR, H G
FEHARRIEE R TR BESCR T REIEIC 722 M RIEA S Gk, s 7 R
FAGRA A AE DO, R FARINFANE B A AR AR B SCOR PR A EF R
KBS, FFAER IR B 7 BeEAM . — 5B SOR PR A BE R G 2 2 T
FERE SR TR, DU LA S Ja IUFY 2 B PR N &, SCAS A L 17 IR0 gt 2
SIWREEDLT, SR VR 2 B A2 DA T2 R A SO A, DL X 5 R R Je 7
BUE— SRR DU B R A o 5 — D TR -5 S 2B A R, 22
Oy MBLRME OB . AERESCR T RF, X, I, SRR R R D, A
N T AR Z L SRR E A RIEE A N EMEAS, Wi HI 712
% o
0. JBIERFILAH/NER FEFERW

25 & B JE 1A /R FASL /NS i T e 0 DY Rk il e HL 5 Jm B, AR SCE A
R = A BEFR T HAR I @ IF R T e TR/RRL L /N2 DU e i ik
Bz
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“ERIME” 189 T HBERIGERICE AN A LUERR
Localization of “Grading Standard”Chinese Vocabulary Teaching in Nepal

Rajiv Ranjit {F#4F
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(¥ H AR AR HSK =2, SRJG mT AR b [ BURF 322 R R 2 . X EAZ — 51
(80-90 LRI ) RIS [H] N “HSK ARifEUREE” UM REWS B2 4B HSK =R IM/K-F. P
BTG, 75 MR A TEIE F R R B IR

MATEHM T,  “HSK ARAERFRE” « “KRIBIUELZE” « “4fhse” SR
LR Z 1. B “SERbaie” SEibUG, Primimi @l 26—, BA e % <%
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PIE . FRBhEUEAMIOE #eA U Be Sk A8 0, EITTR, 2008.
2R o EBRARSCHEE Sk L B S RIRE RS R A L. 2023-01-20 Jb
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2l o WHGEERAENEL. ESHEESR 5 1, 2012,
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2016.
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) MIXFTEETE, mmImyE RS, s, 2023
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082)

FRBCE B ARANBEFEY], IR SCRANRECUEM, EE R RERANVFA], fib
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DUEF B HI/R B NFRAREXT L
Comparison of Personal Pronouns in Chinese and Nepali

Sudhir Shakya 5t !

DUTE I JE TR 18 1A TR #8 2 BoA AR AR 7= VR F el AR P AR I — i 44
i, EPTHR S AT LA 44 1 AT DL Bl ] s A ], AR ] it 4 R R T T S 1Y
FEACE R N A, B RARTR R AR ZRE, 1R Qi DU A JE vH /R TH AR 2 [ A
REIGDG. DOEMJSIF/RIEPFAIES, WG, SCrae A . £
I POE A 73 A DR ARRAA L $RsARR  BE A FE= B R ARARIA, 1
JE A R B AR o B K2 AR A (Trwams deaw) L AR R (sTerEe

ggam) . 15 s AL A (S g geam) o ok & AR 1A (TeerEsd gaam) o A B AR A

(IRE AT Taq™) « %€ (7] 4L 18] (Tremeres gaamm) « A 2 4L i (rftsaares geam) » A
SCAEVOER e 1 /R 1E NFRAR IR AN = B 2 AFRAC TR X B o

= POEERHZRIEANRAFESRE R

D RFEAFCAH 7LD

Hh [ 27 R S POTE R N FR AR ] B B AR P B e LR BLE W B
(1983) AIZRHRER (1924) o PALAEFHAEAE 2508 7 IR HUHEZE T X i AADUE AT AR
PUBHIEIRIHT T RS RIRE . B8R (1924) WK CHrg BiE k) Jrpus
NFRACHE TEG 0 N EFR WFR AR, FRRb AR S ot S T AL/
e, WX CPEAT 5 OCIRAT IXAME T RER A EEREAT TR . £ (1943) £
(R EIAREE) gt “EBEEGE M ELY, WRIGEE SGHME” o 55U
(2015) HRRI Crp B SOV ZENE ) F AR RN R A 58 A1 TG 8 PIAN A1 FE XS BUTE A

1 Sudhir Shakya #rifl : JbRTiE S K5k, i ER R FL 7 24P AR L 30EZ T /Graduated with a
PhD from Beijing Language and Culture University, local Chinese language teacher of Confucius Institute at
Kathmandu University.
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FRARIA X 50 F 4 i PR (A0 T B, B3 7 ABIFRARI7E 118 i 5 7 45 o R [ £
PR MU .

2) BN EABA AT LR

JE VKB RIT FE AT B A BR DOE — FEVEAN I AFRAIA B Lo JE Y R 18 (AE T 5 8K
A FO A IR DOE — R R L. K2 JB TR R IR B R B A
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HAE BN RIER . 7 ARAA AT DARE — A 44ii], ] DARE — A 443 1A 41
BN RIS A JRIRIE VR R R FU I B Je A\ 2 e R I 2 5k
BEAT ). JACKS ALEX ATAN (1820) AR A GRAMMAR OF THE NEPALT LANGUAGE) &
JEWURTEEMR, XA RRT BIHRKIERE — AL S, EEITBIRIER AT
AR 43 R, BT, HeRA, HelTE, Hel” 5. Al ARRE ot — MR A, BT LA T BN A
T A RS e 2, a2 BIRRIEELRET S
PL¥G AN 5 & TARNABUL. TEARAIA 4R, JETH/RIEMAFRARH 2 3 4~ BE— A
PRy AR BB = AR

Krishna Baral. NetraAtam (2007) ] (FTEIfHE AUTel SATRI0T fFTTFR
3FIME) . KhumLal Poudel (2003) fJ (3ifaard aurell cameior aer fdAcafda T
ITAT) . Ram Prasad Gyawali Al Ganesh Prasad Bhatarai (2004) {j (3ifaama
Sareln) S IR IE AR 4 =2, 5B ARRARIA . 58 ARRARIA . 58 = AFRAQ
i, AH I S B AT A B AR AR AE 55 — 2K 34T 7 v 44 . D.P. Bhatarai Prakash
(1999) (ATEIAS AUTl <TraoT T HfFeTFT) K Je i /R i A FR AR 5 4 1Y
FK AR B BEAM, RS . Sukum Sharma  (2014)  (SA9Telr
Tt Bfaeriaes adator) s pluds: H— AR B AR 55 = AR

ARAE A = i = AR . {Grammar of Nepali language) (1980) ARARIAZK=
A B AFR B AFRAEE = ARARGHA . 788 /R BBV 8 = AFRAGIR AR N
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D

FE5E  NFRACIA R AL AL SRR 20 00, Ebd, AR EREERS LA NN« L Hhhis

AR IR A NZEAZ ] “Tasit” , [FEREMPR WA, B8 BT ‘que” , RN

B TR . ERECSABRREBRARS, I . T L <R BT <fn

“IRE” OB, “I7 RMAREERR AR NN, ST L “TaT LA EE 2

FWSIRANZEARZ RN, “SRE” SEHRR. 4% IR M R 2R P shiA] JE 4 2, ol

(3) d@mE | PRIZA o
(4) Tt @ & | PRAZ IR
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“h FRoRVER . FRSEMIEEh IR e, RS BRI, Bl
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(13) A2 L3R

(14) I ELFER.

(15) BARMFE .
DUBHE “fnin” & “UR7 AR, “f tan” 2 U7 AR, TEIRDGE
“r REH, B CEATHT.

JBTARE I NFRARTR IR DU A — . R JENRIE ANFRARIALLIOE 2, 1 B WA
FARIEAR, A e s G g W, il
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D it =wm S R EH X
(18) 99 =R SeM | F S | B O
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(25) qUTEEs dehre Ae IIRM112db 5. CHFR)
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O FERREE B . =7 REE GBS <O 7 TR <007
TR CO7 FoRIME: <7 SURIERNE, L7 B <7 JoRSEE.

(Z) JRH/RIEATEI

~76-



JEW/RTE R I A) 5 1o o A ReAR GV ) EEWE 5%, EXERA AR
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1 “H R R R A

4343 160 cm o~ ##170cm
O‘
\ cm (EX)

/NFE70cm

P57 2 oSG AR TR A ST B B N HE AN B F BT N, ANBEE 2, BZ TR A
IR, XEEA REMR DR T PR K. S AEROZ A2, BRI .

FESE L SR HTHY JE VAR DL 7 ) 3 B2 Bb R o 1 — B DUE PFE DA ARNE
o ZIMAERURAT AT DA AT R ZE U R A 8, 8 A) 7250 T ARAE, e E e
NI

AT EE .

WL ST

®1¥%5)F: Papa is taller than mom.

Mom is shorter than papa

PHg e ATVEX —RW a0 “t” a), NHEIRATRESE “H” FRIpHEA
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AR, H YRR M “EE” B “iig”

bz, BIERAERL, Ui
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“EOT SRR SR
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HE A TEEE. 0 FADEEREHRN, SFEHEFES .

TBEE S AN G0 Al AT EE IR AT

“I AR E AR EIH AR RIS 1R/ F IS A R A
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Comparative Study of Nepali Phonetic and Chinese Phonetics Pronunciation
(In the Context of Nepali Phonetic Pronunciation)
B RIH/RIEE EE T RIH/RIERIDUE R E X LR 5T
Binaya Hada B4 Wi!

Nepali Language is a member of the Eastern Pahari branch of the Indo-Aryan language family,
spoken mainly in Nepal and northern India by about 25 million people. In 2011 there were about
20.9 million speakers of Nepali in Nepal, where it is a statutory national language of Nepal. About
45% of the people in Nepal (12.3 million) speaks Nepali as their mother tongue, and another 33%
(8.6 million) speak it as a second language. It is the main language of Nepal government, education,
media and the legal system.

The main objective of writing this paper is to facilitate Chinese language learning/teaching
Nepalese to pronounce Chinese Phonetics in a correct way. And also hope that this paper will be
helpful to those who wants to learn Nepali language.

Nepali Phonetic
Vowels

On the base of International Phonetic Association prescribed Cardinal VVowels, Nepali Language

vowel can be divided into following categories:
1. Six pure / Monophthong vowels,
2. Five nasal vowels,

3. Two semi vowels and

! Binaya Hada SR NE:  Jb50E S KADUEE BR & A Bt e, AN #2175 Be A - #0/ Master's In Teaching
Chinese to Speakers of Other Languages, Beijing Language and Culture University. Local Chinese Language Teacher in Confucius
Institute at Kathmandu University
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4. Ten diphthongs vowels.

Monophthong: 31, 31,5 ,3 ,Q,Gﬁ

Nasal vowels: 3f, 311, §, 3, U,

Semi vowel: g,

Diphthongs, Triphthongs or compound vowel : 3T, 3% 3% ,UZ,3(E 33, 33,33, U3, A3
But there is fourteen vowel in written Nepali Language, they are

F,A, T, T, 3, S, T, T, |, AT, S, 3, oA,

Letter & M T T T F T LA | SR -

DI > o fo & o o o 3 oY oY

Name a a i [ u U e, é ai 0,0 au an ah

IPA INCfal o hE W il al lel N/ ol Iaul o Ianl o IARA/

According to pronunciation process vowel can be categories into following:

1. According to tongue High and low position E4AL ) &%
According to tongue high and low position Nepali vowel sound can be divided into

following:

a) High Pitch Vowel : g, 3
b) High middle Pitch Vowel: T =i

c) Lower middle Pitch Vowel: 31
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d) Lower Pitch Vowel: 3T

A A / o
High Pitch Vowel ifi]
High middle Pitch Vowel —

Lower middle Pitch Vowel "

Lower Pitch Vowel .

2. According to tongue front and back position HALEfF
According to tongue front and back position Nepali vowel sound can be divided into

a) Front tongue position vowel (3, T ) and

b) Back tongue position vowel

R [

3. According to lips position JETZ I &

Sometimes lips will be round shape and not round while pronouncing the vowel,

according to shape of lips vowel can be divided into

a) In comparison to pronouncing vowel " 3 " the pronunciation of vowel " 3 " the shape
of lips is comparatively more round.

b) In comparison to pronouncing vowel " g " the pronunciation of vowel " T "
comparatively the shape of lips is more flat and pronunciation of vowel " 31" is more

flatter than the vowel " 37"
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4. According to oral cavity position F fEfr &
According to oral cavity position Nepali vowel can be divided into
a) Closed cavity vowel sound
b) semi closed cavity vowel sound
c) Semi open cavity vowel sound and

d) semi open cavity vowel

Closed cavity vowel sound

Semi closed cavity vowel sound

Semi open cavity vowel

Semi open cavity vowel -
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Consonants:

Consonant sounds are made by a closure or narrowing in the vocal tract so that the airflow
is either completely blocked or so restricted that audible friction is produced. There are
36 consonant in written Nepali language whereas in spoken language there are only
29 consonant.

Nepali and Chinese consonant sounds are described in short below:

SN | Phoneme Nepali Script SN | Phoneme Nepali Script
1 I/ & 16 /a/ <
2 /kb/ g 17 /db/ q
3 g/ T 18 In/ T
4 Ig"/ S 19 Ip/ T
5 y/ g 20 /p"/ .
6 /ts/ = 21 /ol S
7 /tsh/ e 22 /bb/ q
8 /dz/ S 23 Im/ "
9 /dzb/ w 24 /! T

10 It/ z 25 It/ 3

11 /th/ 3 26 N a

12 /d/ S 27 Iwi T

13 /d%/ A 28 Is/ q

14 It/ a 29 hi A

15 /th/ q

Nepali consonants can be classified in the following according to their place of articulation.

1) Bilabial: These sounds are pronounced when the upper and lower lips meet. There are
six bilabial sounds in Nepali: /p/, / p" /, /b/, / b% [, Im/ and /w/.

2) Dental: The sounds produced with the tip of the tongue touching back of the upper teeth
are dentals. There are four dental sounds in Nepali: /t/, /t"/, /d/ and /d" /.
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3) Alveolar: When the tip of the tongue touches the alveolar ridge (which is behind the upper

teeth, rough and bony), the alveolar sounds are produced. There are twelve alveolar sounds in

Nepali: /ts/, /ts"/, /dz/, /dzb/ , Isl, Ini,/rl, and /I/ .

4) Retroflex: consonant is a coronal consonant where the tongue has a flat, concave, or even
curled shape, and is articulated between the alveolar ridge and the hard palate. There are four

Retroflex sound in Nepali: /t/, /t*/, /d/, /d¥/,

Palatal: The sounds produced with involvement of front of the teeth and the hard palate (the hard

part as roof of the mouth) are called palatal. There is only one palatal sound in Nepali: /y/.

5) Velar: When back of the tongue touches the velum (also called "soft palate”, a soft area back
beyond the palate), velar sounds are produced. There are five velar sounds in Nepali: /k/, /k"/, /g,
Igf/ and /ny /.

6) Glottal: In production of a glottal sound, the tongue is not involved, but the sound comes
from the glottis (the space between the vocal cords in the larynx). The only one glottal sound in
Nepali is /h/.
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Nepali consonant phonemes JB A /R A EHE S

Nepali consonant phonemes JEH/REBHEH

Dental | Alveolar

Retrofl Vel
Bilabial HRAET | HRETE —7_;; %elx Palatal ;g Glottal
WEE  BIER IERF B W &
BEISHT BE
LT ]
Nasal &% m (7)) n (/1) n ()
Unaspirated t = )
z
Ries p (T t (@) ts (=) t (@ k (F)
Voiceless
BE
Aspirated —_
Plosive/ e ph (%) | th() tsh (=) th (3) kh (@)
Affricate
EEIE
U irated —
B "a;;: b@ | d@ | & | dE g (m
Voiced
WE
Aspirated o " o ) .
e bh(w) | dh (&) | dzh (=) dn (z) gh (=)

Fricative BE#&&% s (a1/9/=) h (@)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bilabial_consonant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dental_consonant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alveolar_consonant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alveolar_consonant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Retroflex_consonant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Retroflex_consonant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palatal_consonant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palatal_consonant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Velar_consonant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glottal_consonant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glottal_consonant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nasal_consonant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiced_bilabial_nasal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiced_alveolar_nasal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiced_velar_nasal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plosive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Affricate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiceless_bilabial_plosive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiceless_dental_plosive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiceless_alveolar_affricate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiceless_retroflex_plosive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiceless_velar_plosive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aspirated_consonant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aspirated_consonant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aspirated_consonant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aspirated_consonant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aspirated_consonant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiced_bilabial_plosive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiced_dental_plosive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiced_alveolar_affricate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiced_retroflex_plosive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiced_velar_plosive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breathy_voice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breathy_voice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breathy_voice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breathy_voice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breathy_voice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fricative_consonant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiceless_alveolar_fricative
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiced_glottal_fricative

Trill B3& r @)

Approximant % (W (T)) 1 (=) (1 ¢™M)

Chinese Phonetics
Introduction to Pinyin

Pronunciation is the basic part of mastering any foreign language. If you want to learn any

language well, it’s necessary to lay a good foundation about pronunciation at the beginning.

Chinese Pinyin, the official Romanization system for Standard Chinese in mainland China, is the
most commonly used phonetic system for writing Mandarin using the Latin alphabet. Pinyin was
invented in 1950s, and adopted as a standard in mainland China in 1958.Chinese is tough, but
learning pinyin early in one's Chinese studies dramatically accelerates the speed at which a typical
student acquires the language.

Pinyin, for our purposes, is a linguistic tool that assists in the language learning process and allows

you to type in Chinese on your computer or smartphone.

Each syllable is composed of three parts: initials, finals, and tones. Generally speaking, one
Chinese character corresponds to one syllable. A Chinese syllable can have no initial, but must
have a final and a tone. In the Chinese Pinyin system there are 21 initials, 38 finals, 4 tones and a

neutral tone.

Syllable Initial Final Tone Meaning
ni 7% n [ v you
hao &f h ao \% good, fine, ok
ta i/ A t a : s/he
ya fi u s fish
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trill_consonant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiced_alveolar_trill
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Approximant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiced_labial%E2%80%93velar_approximant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiced_alveolar_lateral_approximant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiced_palatal_approximant

&3 Phonetics 1

1. FEEF Initials
There are 21 Initials in the Chinese Pinyin System, below are pronunciation method of
the initials.
Unaspirated | Aspirated Nasal | Lateral Fricative | Voiced continuants

Labia b p m f
Alveolar d t n I
Dental sibilant z C S
Retroflex zh ch sh r
Palatal J X
Velar b h

Initials in Chinese Language

b « p ® m ¥ f ® d a tu n |
g & k @ h = j = q fs, & x fa
z 9 (o= 1 s | zh =2 ch fsg shfag | r= <
2. ¥JTE Finals
There are 38 finals in the Chinese Pinyin System, below are pronunciation method of the
finals.
a o e er i -1 (zi) -1 (zhi) u ]
ar ar a4 T £y g g g 3 LE]
ai ei ao ou an en ang eng ong
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ia ie iao iou (iu) ian in iang ing iong
EEl Ey EEI] EEl EEIE] Bl EEIES EE EEIES
ua uo uai uei (ui) uan uen (un) uang ueng
a1, 3T T, Il arg, IS | A1S, IU | A, IAH 9, IAT e, IALT | 9, IUAS
ve dan an
T AT kS
]
#
AHE HE %
R et
X — FHE  HE
[ X N\ \ \ [w]-y ulu]
N\ @]
TE b]iw—ﬁq—\ \ Bﬂom -
GRY o\ \ \ /7
\ iy [al 7 /| \
g e [0 %l \ L. -\\. o L\
\ \ kk,f ' \ a
L B
afa]
go [al — oW . ji,qi,xi #hi, chi, shi, ri Zi, ¢i, 8
&% Phonetics 2
1. 7= EF Initials
b w p % m ¥ f = d a t v n ¥ I
2. B8 Finals
a o o & e A1 i3 u s u == er
3. $fF Spelling
a o o e g i 3 u s T
bw ba o bo dr bi bu 1

-107-




p & pa &I po &I pi & pu %
m ¥ ma T mo #T me ¥ mi mu ¥
f ® fa @1 fo @i fu %
da da ar de di fa du 7
ta taar te ti tu 9
n = na = ne ni = nu T nid =1
| = la = le i f& lu =« i =

M= 575 Dividing Mark

When a syllable beginning with "a", "o", "e" follows another syllable in such an ambiguous way

that the division of two syllables could be confused, it is essential to put dividing mark®“ "™ in

between,

e.g. Tian'anmén (K% [7]), Xian (F§%)

&3 Phonetics 3

1. B F Initials
g & k @ h e
2. B8 Finals
ai ei ao ou an en ang eng ong
3. $fF& Spelling
a @ o T e #€T i g u s a1
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g+ ga i ge ® gu %
k@ ka @r ke @ ku g
he ha &1 he hu g
ai ei a0 ou an en ang eng ong
b bai bei bao ban ben bang beng
! arg EE EIEcH qre EE] EIES LE
pai pei pao pou pan pen pang peng
p &
wTe wE w3 &, B & & LS L
mai mei mao mou man men mang | meng
m EIES B a3 AT, A A L] I w3
o fei fou fan fen fang feng
LS ®I, HAT LIk & TS T
da dai dei dao dou dan den dang deng dong
tq tai tei tao tou tan tang teng tong
nai nei nao nou nan nen nang neng nong
" GIE] oF a3 LIRCE] LGl T qre LE: LIS
. . long
o lai lei lao lou lan lang leng i
g EE] arg EINCE A KIES EE;
gai gei gao gou gan gen gang geng gong
8" EIFS 2 FT3 &, B T T FE T FE
. kai kei kao kou kan ken kang keng kong
arg eE) @g | @ @d | @ T arg feEd @rg
he hai hei hao hou han hen hang heng hong
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&3 Phonetics 4

1. &= £} Initials
j = q s x fa
2. BBk Finals
ia ie iao iou (iu) ian in iang ing iong
EEL Eu EEIE] EEL EEIL] ESl EEIE: EES EEIES
te dan an
T T kS
3. $fF& Spelling
ia ie | iou(iu) ian in iang | . iong ue dan an
s & iao TS s P fars ing == sire I — .
b bie biao bian | bin bing
fg frams from | frs
pie piao pian pin ping
P kay frars forar fore fre
mie miao miu mian | min ming
K faw | frems forg fram | fe firz
f
q die diao diu dian ding
fag fq=ms i3 feam SE;
‘ tie tiao tian ting
faw frems o fog
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nie niao niu nian | nin | niang | ning nie
n
(Y REIF] L] e | = | e GES =u
lia lie liao liu lian lin liang ling lUe
e fau faems fas fomw | fom | foeme fae E
] jia jie jiao jiu jian jin jiang jing jiong | jue | juan |
J jun =z
feram fere ferems o3 feame | o | s BE; faee | =@ | =
) gie giao ) gian | qgin | giang | qing | giong | que | quan qun
gia giu
q fer, ferarss, feram, | fam, | e, ferg, ferelts, | e, | &3, &=,
feram, fgem frs, fB9
xia xie xiao Xiu Xian Xxin | xiang | xing | xiong | xue | xuan Xun
X
BEL fag [EEIS] K] fgara | taq | fgers ES [EEIE: qu | AW | /A
&% Phonetics 5
1. 7 EF Initials
z9 cH ST zh = ch fsg sh farg r33
2. BB Finals
ua uo uai uei(ui) uan uen(un) uang ueng
ar, 34T EIRcE EIERCEIE I, U e, I v, IAT e, IATS I3, IUS
3. $t& Spelling
ua uo uai uei (ui) uan uen (un) uang ueng
a ar s EES aH CEl CIES CE
d duo dui duan dun
LE] = QT a
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tuo tui tuan tun
t
nuo nuan
n
REl REUE I
luo luan lun
a4 AT, AT =
gua guo guai gui guan gun guang
g
FHAT Gac] FATS w3 FHAH, T F FATS, M
K kua kuo kuai kui kuan kun kuang
g qre EEIES g3 g, @ gq gATS, @S
h hua huo huai hui huan hun huang
zZuo zui Zuan zun
z
cuo cui cuan cun
C
E5l EX GATT, AT Exl
suo sui suan sun
s
ad i qA, @ T
zhuai
zhua zhuo zhui zhuan zhun zhuang
zh EEIED .
= =4 == FATH, =T Bl FATE, =ATS
=g
chuai
chuo chui chuan chun chuang
ch FATE
E5l ) EX AT g GATS, TATS,
garz
shuai
shua shuo shui shuan shun shuang
sh HEIED )
HE HEl Te HEIGACIG] Nl qATS 7T
LEIES
rua ruo rui ruan run
r
LEIl &9 = AT LEC]
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Conclusion

Although Nepali and Chinese have different pronunciation system but Nepali language have
enough sound to satisfy the pronunciation of Chinese phonetic. The main problem found in Nepali

students who are learning Chinese language is that in the beginning b[p] pronounce as /b/ “=”,

d[t] pronounce as/d/ or /d/ “& or € 7, t[t"] pronounce as /t/ “T”, g[k] pronounce as /g/ “71”.

On the other hand , one of the major difficulties Nepali students faced while pronouncing Chinese
phonetic is in zh[ts], ch[ts] and sh[s] , students didn't curled their tongue enough high and also put
down their tongue while pronouncing these sounds. Similarly, in Nepal language there is no similar
vowel sound like U in Chinese, so students also feel difficult in pronouncing (ju,qu,xu) this vowel

as well.

FEACRE . ARNEE N, R SCRARNIEGIEM, SRR REANVFR], A
RUEMIE S 5. BEUE TR H K. £S5 AR ER, DATEY AL,
IHEMZIEAR SCRRABLIAT Y, A NIEARIEIR FU A ST

BERRAS S B & AE R A N RO FHTR B, B DR AT SR EA 18 AL 4k
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(E B XCEEFOKFESAE) 83 T HRHRIGEEEBFENEA LR
A BRIEF REVIW ON THE APPLICATION OF “INTERNATIONAL CHINESE
LANGUAGE EDUCATION CHINESE PROFICIENCY STANDARDS” IN
ELEMENTARY LEVEL CHINESE GRAMMAR TEACHING IN NEPAL

Satish Shrestha X!

1. Introduction to International Chinese Education Chinese Proficiency Level
Standards

The Ministry of Education and State Language Working Committee of China released
the “International Chinese Language Education Chinese Proficiency Level Standards” ,

hereafter referred to as “Graded Standard” on March 24, 2021. This standard was introduced
based on the situation of Chinese teaching both in China and abroad and is an inevitable
product of the new stage of development of international Chinese education. It’s a national
level second language teaching and learning guidance standards which focuses on
international Chinese language education.

Since its release more and more scholars are using “Graded Standards” as their
research object, and are being able to have a better and deeper understanding of “Graded
Standards”. The “graded standards” stipulates a language level standard for learners who use
Chinese to communicate in aspect such as study, work, and daily life. It has a guiding role in
international Chinese education, teaching, testing and evaluation. It divides learner’s Chinese
proficiency into three level: elementary, intermediate and advance. These three classes are
again divided internally into 9 grades, with each level divided into three grade. The
proficiency level standard of each level undergoes five language skills evaluation i.e.
listening, speaking, reading, writing and translating respectively.

Chinese is becoming an international language, more and more students from all over
the world are beginning to learn Chinese. However, due to the different standards and
methods of Chinese language teaching in different countries and the lack of unified
evaluation standard, the quality of international Chinese language education is uneven.

Taking such matter into consideration “Graded standard” was designed to adapt to the new

1 Satish Shrestha KJp: VPUEEFRAE L, HaTEINEHE K= LTS8 W FPGE #%: T/E/PhD in Teaching
Chinese to Speakers of other Languages, Currently working as Chinese language teacher at the Confucius Institute at
Kathmandu University.
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and extensive needs of the world with broader international vision and a long-term
development perspective. With continuous effort of several generations, the “Graded
standards” emerging at the historic moment, have adapted to the rapid development trend of
global Chinese learning and teaching, and is expect to make outstanding contributions in
promoting the development of international Chinese education and improving the quality and
level of Chinese education.
2. Grammar in Chinese language teaching

It is self-evident that teaching of Chinese grammar plays an important role in teaching
Chinese as a foreign language. It is directly related to whether students can acquire the ability
to use Chinese as a second language in a short period of time. The objects of learning Chinese
as a second language are generally people who have already mastered a language. Learning
Chinese on this basis is definitely different from the acquisition of Chinese language by
infants or young children in terms of methods, rules, characteristics and efficiency. Language
acquisition and thinking habits in infants and young children occurs without any interference
from other languages and in a sufficient language environment. Therefore, the acquisition of
grammatical rules is subtle from an early age. Therefore, there is no need to specialize in
grammar teaching during the schooling stage except for professionals whose research object
is grammar. However, second language learners need to use grammar to master Chinese
language and thinking habits when learning Chinese. It is through the understanding and
grasp of grammatical rules and through abstract mental activities such as deduction, induction,
and reasoning that unlimited, grammatical sentences can be generated through limited rules.
In a sense, mastering the structure and expression rules of a language also means mastering
the language. Thus, grammar is the basis and foundation for learning Chinese.
3. Elementary Level Contents in “Graded Standards”

The elementary level focuses in simplicity--i.e. basically to be able to understand
simple verbal materials, to have ability to express oneself in limited topics such as daily life,
study, work, and social exchanges using common sentence patterns and organizing simple
phrases, or to be able to use simple communication strategies to assist daily expression, and
also acquire a preliminary understanding of Chinese cultural knowledge and preliminary

cross-cultural communication skills.

Table 1: elementary level standards

Level Topic Task Quantitati | Verbal
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ve communication
indicators | skill

Level 1 | personal be able to use the 269 have  preliminary
Information | simplest polite syllable listening, speaking
daily life expressions; be able to and writing skills.
diet identify some simple 300 Be able to
transportation information in public character | communicate
nferest & environments and ask briefly or passively
hobby for confirmation 500 words | on the most

familiar topics and
48 complete the most
grammar | basic social
points communication

Level 2 | basic social | be able to order food at | 468 have basic
interaction Chinese restaurant and | syllable listening, speaking,
family life exchange fondness; be | (inc.: 199) | reading and writing
study able to identify and fill | 600 skills; be able to
arrangement | in the information in | character | discuss on familiar
shopping the admission form (inc.: 300) | topics; conduct
meal 1272 brief exchanges and
personal words complete  simple
feelings (inc.: 772) | social interactions

129
grammar
points
(inc.: 81)

Level 3 | travel be able to | 608 have a  general
experience communicate with | syllable listening, speaking,
course status | others about travel | (inc.: 149) | reading and writing
cultural and | arrangements and | 900 skills. Ability to
sport festival customs | character | perform basic daily
activities related to  Spring | (inc.: 300) | tasks.  able to
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festivals and | festival, be able to | 2245 conduct brief

customs issue more formal oral | words exchanges on topics
education or written invitations | (inc.: 973) | such as daily life,
occupation and respond to | 210 study, work and be

invitation from others. | grammar | able to complete
points daily social

(inc.: 81) | interactions.

The elementary level is an important stage for laying the foundation for Chinese
learning. During this period, learners need to master a large amount of Chinese knowledge
and skills. By the end of the elementary stage, students should have mastered the
pronunciation and spelling of 608 syllables; the pronunciation and basic meaning of 900
basic Chinese characters, and be able to use these Chinese characters for simple
communication; and the meaning and usage of 2245 commonly used words and be able to
use these proficiently. They should also be familiar with 210 basic grammar points and its
usage and structure, and be able to use them appropriately during communication. The
students should also be able to write 300 Chinese character with appropriate method and

stroke sequence.

4. Comparison between Elementary level HSK 2.0 and Elementary level “Graded
Standard”

The quantitative linguistic requirements of HSK 2.0 and the “Graded Standard”
developed with regard to Elementary level are summarized in the table below. HSK 2.0
divides the Elementary level competence into 2 bands while “Graded standard” divides it into
3 bands.

Table 2: Elementary level comparison between HSK 2.0 and “Graded Standard”

Standard | Band/Level | Character | Vocabulary | Grammar | Syllable

HSK 1 N/A 150 N/A N/A

2 N/A 300 N/A N/A

Elementary | Graded | 1 300 500 49 269
level Standard | 2 300/600 | 772/1,272 | 81/129 199/468
3 300/900 | 937/2,245 81/210 140/608
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Note: The number before and after “/” indicates new addition and accumulative sum
respectively.

From Table 2 we can see that in HSK level (or band) 1 and 2 is categorized as
Elementary level whereas in “Graded Standard” there are three subsequent bands. If we tally
the subsequent level of these two standards i.e. level 1 and 2 in terms of character, vocabulary,
grammar and syllable, we can see that there is no quantitative indicators available for HSK in
terms of character, grammar and syllable, whereas for “Graded Standard” quantitative
indicator for level 1; level 2 in terms of character, grammar and syllable is shown as 300; 600,
49; 129 and 269; 468 respectively. The only quantitative indicator available for HSK is in
terms of vocabulary, here the requisite for “Graded standard” widely surpasses the HSK by
333% and 424% in level 1 and 2 respectively. Since there is no quantitative indicator
available for grammar in HSK. Referring to HSK grammar points manual and comparing it
with grammar points mentioned in “Graded standard” for tentative comparison between level
1 and 2 of these two in terms of grammar, it was found that the grammar points in “Graded
Standard” exceeds HSK in both level 1 and 2 significantly, more so in level 2. Again, since
the elementary level in “Graded Standard” also include an extra level i.e. level 3, there seems

to be a huge gap between those two standards in terms of elementary level grammar.

5. Grammatical system settings in elementary level of ""Graded Standards"

By sorting out the grammatical system of the elementary level grammar syllabus of
the “Graded Standard”, it can be concluded that the “Graded Standard” sets the grammar
system into 12 types, they are morphemes, words, phrases, fixed formats, sentence
components, sentence types, action states, special expressions, emphasis forms, interrogative
forms, spoken forms and sentence groups.

1 Morphemes, words and phrases:

The “Graded standard” sets the grammatical system of morphemes into four
categories: prefix, suffix, semi-prefix and semi-suffix.

The “Graded standard” divides words into 12 categories, including 7 categories of
content words: noun, pronoun, verb, numerals, quantifiers, adverbs, adjectives and five
categories of function words: preposition, conjunction, auxiliary word, interjection,
onomatopoeia.

2 Phrases:
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In modern Chinese, phrases are a relatively special grammatical unit, because this
type of grammatical system can become sentences for use in communication after adding
intonation. The "Graded Standard" sets the grammatical system of phrases into three
categories: structural types, functional types and fixed phrases. Among them, structural
phrases include: quantity phrases, conjunction phrases, partial phrases, verb-object phrases,
verb-complement phrases, .... etc., totaling fifteen subcategories; functional phrases include
noun phrases, verb phrases and adjective phrases. The contents of fixed phrases are relatively
more, and is divided into two subcategories: “four-character pattern” and “others”.

i. Fixed format, sentence components, sentence types:
Fixed format: "Grade Standards" collects a large number of fixed format expressions

commonly used in life and sets them as one of the grammatical systems in "Grade Standards",
such as: “ X .. 3.7, XL LU, CECREk... L N T L LT et

ii. Sentence components: The sentence components involved in the "Graded Standard"

include six categories: subject, predicate, object, attributive, adverbial, and complement.

iii. Sentence type: The "Graded Standards" set up the grammatical system of sentence types
from four aspects: sentence patterns, sentence types, special sentences and complex sentences.
The set sentence pattern include single sentences, which are divided into subject-predicate
sentences and non-subject-predicate sentences. Subject-predicate sentences include verb-
predicate sentences, adjective-predicate sentences, noun-predicate sentences, and subject-
predicate sentences; sentence types include declarative sentences, interrogative sentences,
imperative sentences, exclamatory sentences and interrogative sentences. Interrogative
sentences again include yes no questions, specific questions, selective questions and positive
and negative questions; special sentence patterns include &> sentences, “ 4 ~ sentences,
comparative sentences, existential sentences, serial verb sentences, “ & ... ... %] sentences,
double-object sentences, “ 1 character sentences, “ #% ~ character sentences, concurrent
sentences, and verb duplication sentences; It also include numerous types of compound
sentences, including parallel, succession, progression, and concession complex sentences, etc.
3. State of action, special expressions, and methods of emphasis forms:

i. State of action: The grammatical system of state of an action is expressed in five
categories in the “Graded Standard”: changing state, perfect or complete state, progressive

state, continuous state and experienced state.

-120-



ii. Special expressions: The “Graded Standard” includes the expression of sum of money,
time, ordinal numbers, approximate numbers, decimals, fractions, percentages, and multiples
into special expressions.

iii. Emphasis forms: The “Graded Standard” have ample of grammatical items for

expressing emphasis, such as using “#f.”, using “— sl A~... ..., with rhetorical questions,
using "#&", using double negatives, using “F A /7% ......”, using adverb “7]”, using words,
phrases, and sentences such as “/E4 #B/MW+A/E”, using “JE... .. AA, “HE.. H/ER... .

etc.
4 Interrogative forms, spoken forms and sentence groups
i. Interrogative forms: The “Graded Standard” has a comprehensive and rich system of

questioning methods. The forms include asking question using “M%”, using “if+2”, using

CHFEY R RLIGT, AT, “TEAFE ete. numerous ways.
ii. Spoken forms and Sentence groups: The “Graded Standards” also includes spoken

formats and sentence groups in the setting of the grammar system.

6. Possible Impact on application of '"International Chinese Language Education
Chinese Proficiency Level Standards' in Chinese grammar teaching in Nepal

In foreign Chinese teaching, especially in non-Chinese-speaking countries like Nepal,
the application of the "International Chinese Education Chinese Proficiency Standards" could
be of great significance. This standard should be able to systematically stipulate the grammar
learning ability that Chinese learners should achieve, as it provides clear guidance to
grammar requirements in each level thus improving the quality of grammar teaching in
Chinese language.

The “Graded standard” will generate a new version of HSK when fully developed and
adopted. This new version of HSK test will have an enormous impact on both Chinese
language learning, teaching and assessment. It could be easily perceived that the upcoming
version of HSK would be more challenging, and might change the whole dynamics of
Chinese language learning and teaching.

This change in the standard might shift the trend of Chinese language education in
Nepal from quantitative growth to qualitative enhancement. That is with higher benchmarks
set for grammar and vast number of vocabulary in elementary level could discourage many to
learn Chinese, but eventually may also produce proficient and skilled pool of Chinese

speaking manpower.
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The standards could also provide clear goals for grammar teaching. Teachers can set
teaching goals as required by the standard for grammar, and design teaching content and
activities in a targeted manner based on students' levels and help students to gradually reach
the language level stipulated in the standards.

In addition, we could, based on the requirements of this standard, develop localized
teaching materials and teaching methods that meets our actual conditions to improve the
quality and effectiveness of Chinese grammar teaching.

In general, the application of the “International Chinese Language Education Chinese
Proficiency Level Standards” in Chinese grammar teaching will help improve teaching

effects and promote the internationalization and standardization of Chinese language teaching.

7. Suggestion on Methods and Strategies for Improving the Chinese Grammar Teaching
in Nepal

With the transition to new “Graded standard” there will be change in learning time as
well as difficulty level, thus below are some suggestions for improving Chinese language

grammar teaching in Nepal.

First, we could conduct a study targeting Nepali Chinese language learners in Nepal,
eg. where do Nepali students tend to make mistakes when learning Chinese, where are the
learners' facing grammatical difficulties and so on. Find the difficulties and problems that
Nepalese students are facing in understanding and mastering Chinese grammar. With
comprehensive and meticulous study of such finding, we would be able to construct a
reasonable design for Chinese grammar teaching in Nepal.

Second, the perspective and method of comparative linguistics could be introduced.
Nepalese students study in a non-Chinese-speaking environment are inevitably influenced by
their native language. The differences and misalignments between Chinese and Nepali in
grammatical structure, processing and application of grammatical means are the main reasons
why Nepali students have difficulties in understanding and make mistake. As for mistakes, if
we only examine them from the perspective of native Chinese speakers, the result can only
remain at the level of modifying faulty sentences on a case-by-case basis, but impossible to
dig out the root cause. The problem in teaching Chinese grammar in Nepal should also be
examined from the perspective of a Nepali native speaker, and uncover the essence of
Chinese grammar through comparison with Nepali. Therefore, it is indispensable to introduce

the perspective and method of comparative linguistics. It should also be noted that the
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contrastive linguistics mentioned here does not only refer to the contrast between Chinese
and Nepali, but also includes the contrast between Chinese and English, which is also a
language widely used by Nepali students. It wouldn’t be wrong to assume that almost all
Nepalese students have received English education before learning Chinese, and English
grammar as the first intellectual contact and learning of grammatical knowledge, will to some
extent transcend the impact of unconscious learning of the mother tongue Nepali.

Third, teaching “Graded Standard” Chinese grammar in Nepal should implement the
principle of focusing on the key points and getting to the point. Many grammarians have said
that the most basic grammatical means of Chinese are word order and function words.
Compared with Nepali, the incisiveness and accuracy of this statement are even more
impressive, as Nepali is very flexible in terms of word order and a language with inflexion.
Therefore, teaching students to use proper word order and appropriate function words as the
two main clues and/or key points to develop the concept of a Chinese grammar system while
teaching Chinese in Nepal. At the same time, it is also necessary to screen key parts within
grammar. For example “f2” sentence where most people often say is a difficulty for Nepali
students in learning Chinese. This is both true and false. The reason why it is false is that it is
too general, and true because there is no exact corresponding grammatical entity to “#%” in
Nepali grammar. But again the grammatical use of “f{%” is broad, when “#%” is used to
express the displacement of an object, the object case marker “lai” which in many cases often
remains invisible, could be referred as the corresponding word for “4” in Nepali grammar.

Teaching by drawing such references from Nepali grammar may help students understand
Chinese grammar better and with ease. Therefore a well-trained local teacher with good
understanding of both Nepali and Chinese grammar may prove to be more resourceful in
teaching elementary level Chinese grammar. If the explanations are clear and to the point,
students can understand it immediately and use it freely. Again the elementary “Graded
Standard” is significantly vast compared to current standard and Chinese teaching in Nepal is
subjected to both space and time, therefore to achieve high-efficiency teaching results in a
limited time, that is, getting twice the result with half the effort, should and must be the goal
we strive to pursue.

Fourth, break the single structural grammar pattern and establish a multi-perspective
three dimensional grammar system. The single structural grammar system only focuses on
the description of language forms, which is an unreasonable narrative structure for non-native

learners who want to understand language usage. The current grammatical system based on
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structural ideas needs to be re-evaluated and revised, not only its framework, but also its
grammatical categories and classification standards. However, saying this does not mean to
completely deny structural linguistics. It is still necessary to absorb some important
grammatical phenomena discovered by structural research, but we should not be constrained
by its established pattern. While critically inheriting structuralism's discovery of formal
characteristics, it is also necessary to explore the perspective of explaining Chinese grammar
using semantic analysis as the entry point. Here, we particularly want to mention the
importance of incorporating cognitive linguistics research methods and research results.
Many differences and mismatches between Chinese and Nepali are caused by cognitive
differences. If a reasonable explanation can be given from the perspective of cognitive
principles, it can meet the psychological needs of native Nepali learners, and can also play a
role in the design of the grammar system by using simplicity to control complexity. In
addition, language exists and occurs in communication, therefore some pragmatic features
that cannot be ignored in Chinese communication should also be given a certain degree of
emphasis while teaching Chinese to native Nepali learners. Only by constructing a Chinese
teaching grammar system for Nepali native speakers in such a multiple perspective three-
dimensional manner can it be possible to successfully improve Chinese language teaching in

Nepal.

8. Conclusion:

“International Chinese Language Education Chinese Proficiency Standards” represent
a significant advancement in the field of Chinese language education, offering a
comprehensive and standardized framework for learners worldwide. By outlining clear
learning objective and linguistic requirement, the standard provides roadmap for educators
and learners alike. A comparison with the current HSK standards highlights the higher
benchmark set by the “Graded Standard”. This standard when implemented in teaching
‘elementary Chinese grammar’ which is recognized as a fundamental building block in
Chinese language acquisition could ultimately produce proficient and skilled pool of Chinese
language learners. The grammatical system settings in the elementary level of the "Graded
Standard" demonstrate a thorough and systematic approach to teaching grammar, covering a
wide range of linguistic elements. This holistic approach is essential for providing learners
with a comprehensive understanding of Chinese grammar and its application in real-world
contexts. The potential impact of implementing the "Graded Standard" in Chinese grammar

teaching in Nepal is significant, as it could lead to improved teaching effectiveness and a
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higher standard of Chinese language proficiency among learners. However, to fully realize
these benefits localization of teaching materials and methods to meet the needs of Nepali
learners is also very important. All in all “Graded Standard” has a potential to enhance the
Chinese language teaching and learning, particularly in countries like Nepal where Chinese

language education is gaining popularity.
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Postscript

On the occasion of the imminent publication of the Proceedings of the First International Symposium on
Chinese Language Education in Nepal, I write with immense joy and gratitude to express my sincere thanks
and heartfelt congratulations to all the organizations and individuals who have contributed to the successful
hosting of this international symposium and the publication of this proceedings.

First and foremost, I extend my warmest congratulations on the successful hosting of the First International
Symposium on Chinese Language Education in Nepal and the forthcoming publication of its proceedings. This
is the first international symposium of its kind organized by the Confucius Institute at Tribhuvan University,
marking a significant step forward in promoting academic exchange and cultural interaction between China
and Nepal. The successful hosting of the symposium and the publication of its proceedings not only affirm our
past efforts but also inspire and guide our future endeavors.

The success of this symposium would not have been possible without the strong support of the Center for
Language Education and Cooperation (CLEC) of the Ministry of Education and the Chinese Embassy in Nepal.
On behalf of the Confucius Institute at Tribhuvan University, I extend my heartfelt thanks to them. I am also
deeply grateful to our partner institutions: Tribhuvan University, East China University of Technology, and
Qinghai Minzu University for their unwavering support and assistance in our work. It is with their support that
we have been able to carry out our activities smoothly and achieve such remarkable success.

I would like to extend special thanks to all the guests and scholars who participated in the symposium and
provided us with great support. Your participation and contributions enriched the content of this symposium
and led to fruitful results. I also express my gratitude to all the scholars who submitted papers. Your research
results have added immense academic value to this proceedings. I am thankful to the hardworking teachers of
the Confucius Institute. Your dedication and selfless efforts have been crucial to the successful hosting of this
symposium.

Special thanks go to H.E. Chinese Ambassador to Nepal, Mr. CHEN Song, and Prof. Dr. Khadga K.C., the
Rector of Tribhuvan University, for taking the time to write the foreword for this proceedings. Your support
and encouragement have given us immense confidence and motivation. I also thank my colleague at East
China University of Technology, the artist Wang Xue, for designing the beautiful binding; and special thanks
to my assistant director, Ms. Wang Lisha, who served as the executive editor of this proceedings. Her hard
work and professionalism have greatly contributed to the smooth publication of this proceedings.

The publication of the Proceedings of the First International Symposium on Chinese Language Education in
Nepal marks a significant step forward in the field of Chinese language education research in Nepal. I believe
that this proceedings not only documents the fruitful results of this symposium but also provides valuable
references and inspiration for future research. I hope that the Confucius Institute at Tribhuvan University will
continue to play a significant role in Chinese language education and cultural exchange, and I look forward to
hosting more similar international symposiums in the future, contributing more to academic exchange and
cultural interaction between China and Nepal.

XIN Lugao

Chinese Director

Confucius Institute at Tribhuvan University
July, 2024
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From Nepal-side Director’s Pen

Publishing the papers presented during the First International Seminar on Chinese Language
Education in Nepal, 17-19 March 2024, is a delight. As mentioned by my counterpart China-side
director Mr Xin Lugao, the Seminar was made possible by the support of Center for Language
Education and Cooperation of the Ministry of Education and the Chinese Embassy in Nepal.
Thanks to Chinese Ambassador Mr Chen Song and TU Rector Professor Khadga KC for
supporting the publication of the current Proceedings.

The Seminar received support of many leaders and friends. The presence and remarks of Rector
of Tribhuvan University Professor Bhargav Dhital, the Deputy Chief of Mission of China to
Nepal Mr Wang Xin, Former Chief Secretary and Nepali Ambassador to China Mr Leelamani
Paudyal, professors, directors, scholars, media and others, made the seminar a success.

A total of 20 papers were presented during sessions: 13 of them on the current situation and
countermeasures of Chinese language teaching in Nepal, 2 on Chinese language for tourism, and
5 on the development of CI. Together these papers reflect teaching and use of Chinese language
in Nepal. Of these, 9 papers are presented by Nepali scholars, all on the current situation. Two of
these papers are written in English, and writer of one of them does not know Chinese language.
The rest are written by Chinese nationals. The figures show how both Nepali and Chinese
scholars are interested in Chinese language in Nepal, and how the movement has also attracted
attention of people who do not speak Chinese.

Symposia like this one play important role in bringing together scholars and ideas, which help in
identifying the existing strengths and gaps, and ultimately contribute to formulation of policies
and measures to further the Chinese language teaching in Nepal. A careful reading of the papers
of Nepali presenters shows they are focusing on result-oriented systematic approach,
contextualizing the education with Nepali language and culture.

Chinese is the most spoken language in the world, with over 1.4 billion speakers, including
around 900 million native speakers, making it the largest linguistic group globally. Its importance
is amplified by China's status as the world's second-largest economy, which drives demand for
Chinese in international trade, diplomacy, and cultural exchange. Chinese is also one of the most
used languages online, reflecting its growing influence in the digital age. With an increasing
number of educational institutions worldwide offering Chinese language programs, its
significance continues to rise on the global stage.

No need to say, without proper understanding the history and culture of Chinese people, the
Chinese language teaching can be mechanical. Combining this idea with Nepali context, we can
develop an effective model of Chinese language teaching in Nepal. I believe the teaching of
Chinese language will become more effective in near future, and will help in direct
communication between Nepali and Chinese speaking peoples.

Professor Balmukunda Regmi, PhD
Nepal-side Director
Confucius Institute at Tribhuvan University
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